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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Rhode 
Island : 

Gentlemen : — Under the laws of this State the Railroad Com- 
missioner is required, annually, to make a report to the General 
Assembly, at its adjourned session in Providence, of the condition 
and proceedings of the several railroad corporations, both steam 
and street, incorporated and organized by this State, or doing 
business therein, with such other information in the line of recom- 
mendations and suggestions as may seem to him desirable. I, 
therefore, in compliance with the law, present my annual report. 

Under the provisions of the law, the annual returns of all rail- 
road corporations, both steam and street, are to be made to the 
Railroad Commissioner, for the year ending on the 30th day of 
June. These returns will be found in full in the appendix to this 
report, together with tables compiled from them giving the more 
important statistics up to that date. 

As, however, there are many important transactions in which 
the railroads and the public are interested which take place be- 
tween the 30th of June and the meeting of the General Assembly, 
I have for several years made my general report upon the con- 
dition of the several corporations and other matters to embrace 
the entire year. This report, therefore, includes the year from 
January 1, 1899, to the 31st day of December, 1899. 

The year 1899 has been the most favorable for the railroads, in 
the United States, of any since the railroad interests arrived at 
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any great degree of importance. As foreshadowed in my report 
one year ago, the general business of the entire country has 
steadily improved; the manufacturing industries have been un- 
able to get out the orders with which they have been crowded ; 
the steel and iron producers have also been unable to supply the 
demand for their products, and every branch of business has wit- 
nessed a revival far beyond the most sanguine expectations. 
The crops have been large, although not so large as in the 
previous year, but the foreign demand for our breadstuffs has 
been unusually large. 

As a consequence the railroads have been so crowded with the 
various lines of merchandise that they have been unable at times 
to furnish the cars necessary to move the crops and other freight 
awaiting them. 

The present railroad mileage is about 192,019 miles, an increase 
during the year of 4,537 miles. This is the largest amount of new 
railroad built in one year, in the United States, for very many 
years. 

As a result of increased business the earnings of the roads 
generally have largely increased, in many cases more than thirty 
per cent.; and, as a natural consequence, roads that have been 
dividend payers have increased their dividends or made large 
additions to their rolling stock, while many roads which were in 
the hands of receivers have been enabled to make large reductions 
in their indebtedness. 

The report of the United States Commissioner of Railroads 
shows that the twenty-six land-grant and bond-aided railroads, 
which are obliged by law to report to him, increased their surplus 
— assets over liabilities — in the year 1899, more than forty-five 
million dollars. Twenty-one of these railroads report a large in- 
crease of earnings over expenses. 

The amount of new steel rails turned out in this country is 
something marvelous ; and the demand has not been confined to 
this country, but thousands of tons have been shipped to foreign 
lands. It is stated that the great Trans-Siberian railroad in 
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Eussia, extending from St. Petersburg to Vladivostock and Port 
Arthur, a distance of more than six thousand miles, is laid with 
steel rails made in Pennsylvania, upon ties cut in the forests of 
Oregon, and the locomotives are of American manufacture. 

When we take into consideration that the railroad interest in 
the United States is larger than any other one industry, employs 
more men, and pays out more money in wages than any one, and 
that its receipts aggregate nearly three times those of the national 
government, we can certainly see that it is a barometer that shows 
with almost unvarying faithfulness the condition of business, and 
the measure of commercial success in our land. 

CONVENTION OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

The eleventh annual convention of the Railroad Commissioners 
of the United States was held at Denver, on August 10 and 11, 
1899. Twenty-one States were represented by 55 delegates ; Hon. 
Martin A. Knapp, Hon. Judson C. Clements, of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, with Edward A. Mosely, Esq., its secre- 
tary, were present, as well as a delegation from the Association of 
American Railway Accounting Officers. 

The Hon. Cicero J. Lindly delivered an able address on the 
subject of the proper control of the railroads, the duties of the 
several railroad commissions in connection with the roads, the 
question of reasonable rates, etc. 

His address was followed by the report of the committee on 
classification of construction and operating expenses of electric 
roads, which was finally adopted, as also the report of a like com- 
mittee on the same subject in connection with steam roads. 

Hon. Walter Clark, of North Carolina, gave a lengthy address 
upon the railroad problem as connected with the question " Is it 
practicable to control these great forces, these immense aggrega- 
tions of capital, by commissions and by statutes, or whether it 
shall be necessary to take the absolute ownership of them over 
in the Government." 
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An address was delivered by Hon. Martin A. Knapp, Chairman 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, on " Personal influence 
in the Administration of Railway Laws." 

The report of committee on railroad statistics was adopted, and 
then the "powers, duties and work of railroad commissions," 
was presented by the commissioners from the several States. 
Reports were also received from the committee on "safety ap- 
pliances ;" on " legislation ;" the latter committee reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were adopted : 

" Resolved, That this convention does hereby urgently recommend to the Con- 
gress the immediate passage of such laws as will effectually suppress the transpor- 
tation evils and abuses described in the various reports of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, and to this end attention is particularly called to the 
recommendations contained in the tenth annual report of said commission." 

"Resolved, That any modification of existing laws intended to confer ad- 
ditional powers, privileges, or exceptions upon carriers engaged in interstate 
commerce should not be enacted unless accompanied by ample and undoubted 
safeguards to protect the public against the dangers of railway combination." 

An address was delivered by Hon. Judson C. Clements, of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, upon the law of the United 
States regulating interstate commerce, showing its weakness and 
defects, and calling attention to many points where it could, in 
his opinion, be improved. The following resolution was adopted : 

"Resolved, That this convention respectfully recommends the passage, by 
Congress, of an act giving precedence in the Federal courts to the consideration 
of cases involving the orders of railway commissions in respect to freight or 
passenger rates." 

The city of Milwaukee was selected for the next annual meeting 
of the convention, and the date was fixed for the second Tuesday 
in May, 1900. 

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

There are fourteen steam railroad corporations incorporated 
and doing business in the State ; the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford R. R. Co. owns, or operates under lease, the Providence 
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& Worcester, the Boston & Providence, the Providence & Spring- 
field, the Old Colony, the Providence, Warren & Bristol, the New 
England, the Pawtuxet Valley, the Fall Eiver, Warren & Provi- 
dence, the Rhode Island & Massachusetts, and the Woonsocket 
& Pascoag. This leaves but four small independent roads, viz. : 
the Narragansett Pier, the Wood River Branch, the Newport & 
Wickford Railroad and Steamboat Co., and the Moshassuck 
Valley. 

The Warwick and Oakland Beach Branch has been transferred 
to a new corporation, the Suburban Street Railway Co., and is to 
be operated by that company as an electric road. 

The steam roads show a slight increase in miles of track ; an in- 
crease in property and assets of nearly nine million dollars ; an 
increase in net earnings of nearly one-half million dollars; an 
increase of nearly half a million in the number of passengers 
carried, and a slight decrease in the tons of merchandise trans- 
ported. This decrease is, however, more apparent than real, as 
it is caused by the fact that the business of the New England 
R. R. is merged in that of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
R. R., and a ton of freight carried over part of both roads is ac- 
counted for but once, whereas under former arrangements it would 
be placed in the returns of both roads. The following statistics 
refer to the steam roads : 

PROPERTY. 

The paid up capital stock of the several corporations is $105,- 
538,675 ; miles of road owned and operated, 3,041 ; miles of road 
in this State, 281 ; miles of single track in this State, 516. The 
number of locomotives owned, 925 ; passenger train cars, 1,842 ; 
freight cars, 13,068. 

As compared with last year's report, these figures show an in- 
crease in capital stock of $7,008,400 ; increase in locomotives, 8 ; 
decrease in passenger train cars, 13; decrease in freight cars, 
1,926 ; increase in total number of miles of road owned and oper- 
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a ted, 132 ; increase in miles of single track in this State, about 11 
miles. 

The total property and assets of these corporations is reported 
as $191,675,729*03, which is $14,849,224*70 over and above the total 
amount of their capital stock and floating and funded indebted- 
ness. This report shows an increase in property and assets of 
$8,979,731*27. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 

The funded debt of these corporations is $61,671,517*77; the 
floating debt is $8,716,011*56 ; total indebtedness, $70,287,829*33. 
As compared with the report of last year, these figures show an 
increase in the funded debt of $9,437,000 ; a decrease in the float- 
ing indebtedness of $9,313,674*08, or an increase in the total in- 
debtedness of $123,325*32. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The total receipts from all sources were $40,732,214*12; total 
expenditures, $34,388,925*41; net earnings, $6,343,288*21. As com- 
pared with report of last year, these figures show an increase in 
receipts of $1,127,641*62; an increase in expenditures of $586,- 
389*06 ; and an increase in net earnings of $541,252*07. The re- 
ceipts of the roads were made up as follows : from passenger de- 
partments, $18,458,232*37; from freight departments, $18,433,- 
741*76 ; from express privileges, rents, transportation of the mails, 
and all other sources, $3,840,239*99. As compared with last re- 
port, these figures show an increase in the receipts from passenger 
departments of $808,178*69; an increase from freight depart- 
ments of $850,336*37 ; and a decrease in receipts from miscellane- 
ous sources of $530,873*44. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Dividends were paid by ten of the railroad corporations, seven 
of which were by corporations that had leased their roads, and the 
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dividends were from rentals received. One of the leased roads, 
the Woonsocket & Pascoag, paid no dividend, as the amount re- 
ceived for rental was only sufficient to pay interest on its funded 
debt. The dividend of the Pawtuxet Valley E. E. was increased 
from 6^ per cent, to 7 per cent.; that of the Narragansett Pier 
E. E. was increased from 7 per cent, to 9 per cent. The rates and 
amounts of dividends paid were as follows : 

New York, New Haven & Hartford, 8 per cent., $4,158,688. 
Providence & Worcester, 10 per cent., $350,000. 
Pawtuxet Valley, 7 per cent., $7,063. 
Old Colony, 7 per cent., $1,162,623. 
Boston & Providence, 10 per cent., $400,000. 
Providence, Warren & Bristol, 5 per cent., $21,871. 
New England, 3 per cent, on preferred, $150,000. 
Ehode Island & Massachusetts, 5 per cent., $9,000. x 
Providence & Springfield, 4 per cent., $20,698. 
Woonsocket & Pascoag, no dividend. 

Newport & Wickford Eailroad & Steamboat Co., no dividend, 
though it earned over 7 per cent, on its capital stock. 
Narragansett Pier, 9 per cent., $12,042. 
Wood Eiver Branch, no dividend. 
Moshassuck Valley, no dividend. 
The total amount of dividends paid was $6,291,985. 

PASSENGERS CARRIED. 

The total number of passengers carried by all the roads was 
49,321,561, or an increase over last year of 437,809. Every road 
reported an increase except the Wood Eiver Branch. No separate 
return was made by the New England E. E., but its passenger 
and freight business is included in the return of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford E. E. 

MERCHANDISE TRANSPORTED. 

The total number of tons of merchandise transported was 14,- 

2 
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617,382, or a decrease from last year of 42,087 tons. Under the 
new arrangement the freight business of the New England E. E. 
is included in that of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
E. E., and the combined figures are 55,508 tons less than those 
reported from the same roads last year. 

RATES OF FARE. 

The rates of fare for local tickets range from a little over two 
cents to six and one-quarter cents per mile ; commutation tickets 
range from five and nine-tenths mills to two cents per mile. 

PERSONS EMPLOYED. 

The total number of persons employed in this State by the 
several roads as reported is 2,624, a decrease from last year of 98. 

STATIONS. 

The number of regular stopping-places for trains is reported as 
106, with 51 flag stations. Station buildings are reported at 156 
places. 

There has been but little done by the way of improvement of 
the station houses during the year. At Carolina, on the Stoning- 
ton Division, the work on the new combination passenger and 
freight house has been completed, and the building occupied. It is 
a wooden frame building, 25 feet wide by 60 feet in length. It 
has a waiting-room about 24 feet square, with water-closets at the 
end. The new station building is about 2,000 feet nearer the mills 
and village of Carolina than the old one was, and a new highway 
leading to it has been built by the town, which renders it much 
more convenient for all who use it. 

At Allendale a wooden shelter, about 8 feet by 12 feet, has been 
erected, replacing one of a similar kind that was destroyed by fire. 

At Woonsocket it is probable that under the new arrangements 
by which the New England is operated by the Consolidated road, 
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the old station will be given up, and the road connected with 
the passenger station of the latter road. The freight house at 
Woonsocket is to be greatly enlarged. 

At Newport, the present station buildings are in no way suitable 
for the convenience of the public, and there has been for several 
years considerable talk of a new and respectable building when- 
ever the railroad company and the city could agree upon some 
suitable plan, but thus far it has been talk only. 

At Providence, as recommended in my report of last year, four 
additional stairways, leading to the subways, have been erected, 
and suitable shelters have been placed over all that were exposed 
to the weather. The train-sheds have not been lengthened as re- 
commended. This should be done, at least at the easterly end, as 
passengers for any train of more than three cars are obliged, in 
going to the forward ones, to walk in the rain or snow. 

I am desirous that as soon as the authorities of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford E. E. Co. get through with the repairs 
and improvements in road bed, rolling stock, etc., they will find 
time to make an observation trip over the New England road, and 
others of their leased roads, and see if something cannot be done 
to provide station buildings in many places which shall be more 
suitable than the present shanties that are now used for that pur- 
pose. Expensive or ornate structures are not needed, but plain 
wooden or brick buildings, supplied with necessary accommoda- 
tions for men and women, would prove a boon to the patrons. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

The rolling stock of all the roads has been kept in good repair. 
There has been expended during the year, for new equipment and 
repairs, the sum of $4,1 00,373*62 ; for maintenance of way and 
structures, $5,540,847*30; this has all been charged to expense 
account. 

Of the 925 locomotives, all but 2 are equipped with driver 
brakes; of the 1,842 passenger train cars all are equipped with 



12 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

power brakes, and 1,583 have the improved quick-acting pattern. 
Of the 13,068 freight cars, 9,828 are furnished with power brakes, 
and 12,543 are equipped with automatic couplers, as required by 
the laws of the United States. All new freight cars have been 
provided with power brakes and automatic couplers. 

There still continues the complaint as to insufficient car ac- 
commodations, especially between Providence and Pawtucket; and 
it is a rare thing to find any empty seats in the smoking-cars be- 
tween Providence and Boston. The only way to remedy this evil 
would be either to haul extra cars for a long distance, or, as I 
have heretofore suggested, to arrange for the dropping off and 
taking on of cars at the Pawtucket station. The use of combina- 
tion baggage and smoking-cars has reduced the accommodations 
of those who desire to ride in smokers, quite largely. 

HEATING OF CARS. 

The number of passenger cars heated by direct steam is 1,646 ; 
by steam heaters, 15; and by hot water, 2 ; none are reported in 
which stoves are used. There has been no improvement in the 
regulation of the temperature of the cars. The parlor cars are 
kept in much better condition in this respect than the ordinary 
cars. The brakemen appear to regulate the temperature accord- 
ing to their personal feelings. If you ride in a train w r here the 
brakeman is one of the cold kind naturally, you may be sure 
that the cars will be heated almost to suffocation ; if, on the con- 
trary, he is full-blooded, the cars will be almost suitable for cold- 
storage purposes. 

I think that if the officials realized how much it would add to 
the comfort of the passengers, to say nothing about the health 
side of the question, to have a more equable temperature in the cars 
in cold weather, they would devise some way of bringing about 
such a result. Thermometers should be placed, one in each end 
of every passenger car, and then there would be no excuse for 
over or under heating. 
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BRIDGES. 

The number of bridges reported is 211, or 42 less than last 
year. Of these 19 are of stone, 73 of iron, 117 of wood, and 2 a 
combination of wood a,nd iron. These bridges are carefully in- 
spected by the railroad engineers, and worn-out structures are 
replaced by new and improved ones. 

The plans' prepared by the chief engineer of the Consolidated 
R. B. for the new bridge at Tiverton, across the Seaconnet river, 
having been accepted by the United States officials, work has 
been pushed upon the structure all the season. Besides the 
draw span of 80 feet there are two other large spans, and as the 
openings for the flowage of the river will be more than ten times 
as large as in the old bridge, it will be perfectly feasible for 
vessels and steamers to go through the draw at all times, re- 
gardless of the state of the tide. This is a great improvement to 
the navigation of this river as at present the tide rushes through 
the draw with such velocity and force that it is hardly possible for 
steamers to go through against it. If the highway bridge nearby 
could be rebuilt on similar lines, it would do away with the 
present annoyances and dangers that confront every vessel that 
desires to go up or down this river. 

Plans have also been prepared for a new double track bridge 
across the Seekonk river, at East Providence, to take the place 
of the present antiquated structure. The channel lines have 
been submitted to the State Board of Harbor Commissioners for 
their approval. They provide for a bridge with draws of the same 
width as those of the highway bridges above, thus permitting 
tugs and vessels to pass with much less inconvenience than they 
can at present. 

A new Howe truss bridge of 125 feet span has been erected 
across the Blackstone river, near Hamlet station, for the freight 
branch to Woonsocket. 
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GRADE CROSSINGS. 

The number of highway grade crossings reported is 227, and of 
private or farm crossings at grade, 342. There have been no new 
grade crossings of highways and steam railroads during the year, 
though the figures vary largely from those of last year, when 244 
highway and 312 farm crossings were reported. As the returns 
of these and other items from leased roads hereafter are to be in- 
cluded in the report of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
E. E., it is hoped that there will be more uniformity in the classi- 
fication of highway and farm crossings than has existed in the 
past, so that such discrepancies will not exist. 

It is quite a singular fact that while every intelligent person is 
opposed upon principle to grade crossings generally, and favors 
the prohibition of any new crossings, as well as every effort to get 
rid of those now existing, yet just as soon as his personal interests 
can be subserved by a new grade crossing, he is full of reasons 
why it should be made an exception to the general rule, and be- 
sieges the Commissioner with arguments to that effect. 

The city of Pawtucket has created a commission which is acting 
with a similar commission from the city of Central Falls, who are 
to consult with the officials of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford Eailroad Co., and see if some plan cannot be prepared for the 
abolishing of the five grade crossings that now exist in those two 
cities. Three of these are across crowded thoroughfares in the 
city of Pawtucket, and in addition to the dangers to person and 
property, are the cause of great annoyance and a very large pecu- 
niary loss, on account of the delays rendered necessary by the 
passage of so many trains. The engineers of the Consolidated 
road are preparing plans and estimates, for the use of the com- 
mission, for both elevated and depressed tracks, which they expect 
to present to the commission within a short time. 

The following are some of the grade-crossing questions that 
have been presented to me for my action : 
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On the 16th of January I received a letter from George E. Bouvier, 
Esq., clerk of the Committee on Railroads of the City Council 
of Woonsocket, asking me to come to that city and examine the 
location of the highway at Maple avenue, where it crossed the 
tracks of the main line of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
R. R, with the view of obtaining my consent for the tracks of the 
Woonsocket Street Railway to be laid across the steam road at 
grade. I visited Woonsocket on the 17th, and examined the 
location. I found that it was a dangerous crossing, as it was on 
a side-hill, there were three tracks to cross, with a very poor 
chance to see the approach of trains from either side of the cross- 
ing. Moreover, the location was such that the highway and the 
street car tracks could be carried under the road bed at compara- 
tively small expense. Should such an improvement be made it 
would do away with a dangerous crossing, and I understood that 
the steam railroad authorities were willing to contribute to the 
expense of such an improvement. I, therefore, informed the com- 
mittee that I must decline to give my consent to the proposed 
crossing of the street cars over the railroad at grade. 

In my last report I referred to the application of the Sea View 
R. R. for permission to cross the tracks of the Newport & Wick- 
ford Railroad & Steamboat Co., at grade, near the station at 
Wickford. After a thorough examination of the charter and 
amendments, I was of the opinion that said road was not au- 
thorized, under any provision of either, to cross the railroad and 
go into the village of Wickford, as it had failed to file any loca- 
tion in the town of North Kingstown. On the 15th of February 
the Sea View R. R. filed its location in said town, and the Presi- 
dent of the Newport & Wickford S. S. & R. R. Co. withdrew his 
objections to the crossing. 

After a careful examination, in view of the fact that it would be 
almost impossible, owing to the nature of the surroundings, to 
have an underneath crossing, that an overhead crossing would 
not only be very expensive but would prevent a junction of the 
•two roads by which the Sea View R. R. Co. could use the tracks 
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and wharf of the Newport & Wickford E. R. & S. S. Co., I decided 
to grant the request, with certain restrictions regarding the proper 
guarding of the crossing. 

On the 19th of April I received a communication from the 
Cumberland Street Railway Co. asking my consent for it to lay 
out and build its road, and lay its tracks across the road-bed of 
the Rhode Island & Massachusetts R. R. Co., at Abbott street, 
and also across the tracks of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford R. R. Co., at Mill street, in the. town of Cumberland, both 
crossings to be at grade. 

On the 25th of April I visited the proposed grade crossings and 
examined the locality, and on the 29th gave a hearing at the 
State House in Providence. All parties in interest were present, 
and a full hearing given. 

I could see no valid reason for the crossing at grade on Abbott 
street, as from the configuration of the land the highway and the 
street tracks could be carried under the road bed of the railroad 
at a comparatively small expense. And by a slight change of 
route at the Mill street crossing the crossing at grade could be 
avoided. I have no doubt but the matter can be so arranged be- 
tween the several parties that the street road can obtain the 
necessary facilities without adding another grade crossing to our 
present extended list. 

On the 6th of June I received a communication from Han. John 
J. Kenyon, Acting Mayor of the city of Pawtucket, enclosing a 
copy of a vote passed by the board of aldermen of said city, 
directing him to apply for my consent to the lay out of Webster 
street and Coyle avenue, by the said city, across the tracks of 
the East Providence Branch of the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford R. R. Co. at grade. I notified the acting mayor, and 
also the railroad officials, that I would examine the premises on 
the 14th of June. On that date I visited the premises and ex- 
amined the surroundings, making a thorough inspection of the two 
proposed grade crossings. There were present Acting Mayor 
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Kenyon and other officials of the city of Pawtucket, and the rail- 
road company was represented by Edward G. Buckland, Esq., and 
other officers. 

It was admitted by all that a grade crossing at Webster street, 
adjoining the freight yards and across which trains were con- 
tinually switching, was not desirable if it could be avoided with- 
out incurring an unreasonable expense. A plan was suggested 
by which, if a crossing was allowed at Coyle avenue, streets 
might be laid out from Webster street to Coyle avenue parallel 
with the railroad, and thus the public would be well accommodated 
with but one crossing instead of two, as proposed. Other plans 
were suggested, and finally it was agreed between Mayor Kenyon 
and Mr. Buckland that a proposition should be submitted by the 
railroad company looking to the protection of all grade crossings 
on the East ProvidenceBranch. I consented to postpone my de- 
cision, on the request of the board of aldermen of said city, pend- 
ing such proposition, trusting that the problem might be solved 
by the parties themselves to their mutual advantage. 

I heard nothing more in regard to the matter until the 26th of 
November, when I received the following communication : 

"Pawtucket, R. I., November 24, 1899, 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Dear Sir : — My attention has again been called to the dangerous crossings on 
ifche India Point branch road, and I would feel that I had been derelict in my 
duty if I neglected to again bring the matter to your attention. There is a great 
deal more passing at these crossings than you. probably realize, and it is impera- 
tive that some protection should be afforded the public immediately. There 
have been four narrow Escapes at these crossings in the past month, and the last 
accident will probably cost the company something, for a wagon was demolished, 
and the horse pulled the driver across the track, thereby saving his life. I hope 
you will give this matter your immediate attention, for the safety of the public 

demands it. 

Respt. yours, 

JOHN J. KENYON. 

Acting Mayor.' 1 



18 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

I at once communicated with the railroad authorities, and asked 
why the agreement made between the mayor and themselves had 
not been carried out. I was informed, by Mr. Buckland, that in 
pursuance of the agreement, he had on the 26th of June sub- 
mitted a proposition to Acting Mayor Kenyon, stating the com- 
pany's position in regard to the Webster street crossing, and also 
in relation to the other grade crossings of the East Providence 
Branch in the city of Pawtucket, but that he had received no reply 
thereto ; nor had the receipt of his letter been acknowledged. 

I then wrote Mayor Kenyon fully in regard to the subject, 
stating that I knew of no legal unprotected crossings in the city 
of Pawtucket, rehearsing the history of the whole matter (this 
and other subjects relating to it can be found in full under the 
heading of " Correspondence"), and stating that as the parties in 
interest had failed to arrive at a mutual understanding, I would 
give a hearing in the State House, in Providence, on the 22d day 
of December, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

The hearing was held as notified; the city of Pawtucket was 
represented by Acting Mayor Kenyon, City Solicitor James L. 
Jenks, and others ; the railroad company by its counsel. A full 
hearing was given, and the case held for consideration. 

On the 30th of December I rendered my decision, as follows : 



V 



State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I. , December 30, 1899. 

To the Foard of Aldermen of the City of Patctueket : 

Gentlemen : — On the 7th of June, 1899, I received a communication from 
His Honor Acting Mayor Kenyon, enclosing copy of the following resolution : 

44 Resolved, That the mayor be and he is hereby directed to ask the consent of 
the Railroad Commissioner to the layout of Webster street and Coyle avenue 
across the tracks of the East Providence Branch of the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad Company, at grade." 

Upon examination I found that Webster street had been laid out under the 
so-called betterment act, and the city council of Pawtucket had voted to make 
said improvement, on Jan. 18, 1893, or more than six years previously to the 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 19 

passage of said resolution ; and that Coyle avenue was a platted street, and had 
been accepted by the board of aldermen, March 10, 1897, or more than two years 
previously to the passage of said resolution. 

This action had been taken without any application to the Railroad Commis- 
sioner for his consent to the proposed highways across the East Providence 
Branch of the New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Company, at grade, 
as required by the laws of the State of Rhode Island. 

On the 8th of June, 1899, 1 notified the mayor, and also said railroad company, 
that I would meet them on the premises and consider said request. Accord- 
ingly I met Acting Mayor Kenyon, and other gentlemen of the city government 
of Pawtucket, also Mr. Edward G. Buckland and others representing the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R. Co. , and made a careful inspection of the locality of the pro- 
posed grade crossings. It was admitted by all that a crossing at Webster 
street, adjoining the freight yards at Darlington, and across which trains 
were almost constantly switching, was not desirable if it could be avoided 
without incurring an unreasonable expense. A plan was suggested by which 
streets, parallel with the railroad on each side, might be laid out connecting 
Webster street* with Coyle avenue, as the distance was less than three hundred 
feet, and the land required, unimproved. Several other plans were suggested, 
and finally it was agreed between Mayor Kenyon and Mr. Buckland that a 
proposition should be submitted by the railroad company looking to the protec- 
tion of all the grade crossings on the East Providence branch. 

I consented to postpone my decision on the said request of the board of alder- 
men for the two above-named crossings, pending such proposition, hoping 
that the matter might be arranged by the parties in interest, to the mutual ad- 
vantage of all concerned. 

I heard nothing further on the subject until Nov. 25, 1899, when I received 
the following letter : 

"Pawtucket, R. I., November 24, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commimoner. 

Dear Sir : — My attention has again been called to the dangerous crossings on 
the India Point branch road, and I would feel that I had been derelict in my 
duty if I neglected to again bring the matter to your attention. There is a great 
deal more passing at these crossings than you probably realize, and it is impera- 
tive that some protection should be afforded the public immediately. There 
have been four narrow escapes at these crossings in the past month, and the last 
accident will probably cost the company something, for a wagon was demolished, 
and the horse pulled the driver across the track, thereby saving his life. I hope 
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you will give this matter your immediate attention, for the safety of the public 

demands it. 

Respectfully yours, 

JOHN J. KENYON, 

Acting Mayor" 

Upon the receipt of this letter I at once wrote Mr. Buckland to know why the 
railroad company had not submitted the proposal as agreed to ; be informed 
me that he had, on the 26th of June, in pursuance of said agreement between 
himself and the mayor, submitted a proposition, but had received no answer 
thereto, nor any acknowledgment of the receipt of the communication. 

I then notified the mayor and the railroad company that I would give a hear- 
ing in the State House, in Providence, on the 22d day of Dec, 1899, at 10 o'clock 
A. M., upon said request of the board of aldermen of Pawtucket in relation 
to grade crossings. The hearing was held as notified, and the city of Pawtucket 
was represented by the mayor, the city solicitor, and others ; the railroad com- 
pany, by its counsel. 

At the close of the hearing my decision was reserved for consideration. 

It is not necessary for me to state that I am opposed to the granting of any 
new grade crossings, unless the conditions are such that there is no other 
feasible way to cross the tracks above or below grade. 

The fact that the city of Pawtucket now has a special commission that is 
seeking some plan by which'the dangerous and annoying grade crossings on the 
west side of the city can be abolished, even at a very large expense, is in itself 
a strong argument against the granting of any more grade crossings on the fast 
side, where in a few years, if the city continues to grow in that direction at the 
same rate as in the past, they may become almost as much of a nuisance as 
those on the west side now are. 

On the other hand there are some strong arguments in favor of at least one of 
these proposed grade -crossings. When the land was bought by the railroad com- 
pany for their location through it, the deed from the owner has the following 
clause: " reserving, however, to myself, my heirs, and assigns forever a 
grade crossing over said railroad, of such width as may be laid out for a street 
by the town of Pawtucket, to my other land lying east of said railroad." While 
this only reserved a grade crossing for " himself, his heirs and assigns," to his 
other land on the east side of the proposed railroad, and practically provided for 
what is known as a " private or farm crossing," yet it is more than probable that 
it was his intention to reserve a regular highway crossing whenever the town of 
Pawtucket should find it necessary to lay out a highway for the convenience of 
those persons who had builded upon the land east of the road. 
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Since that deed was given the conditions have very materially changed. 
Several extensive manufacturing establishments have been located on the east 
side of the railroad, adjacent to or near by the proposed grade crossings. Many 
dwelling-houses have been erected, and there is quite a large population on the 
east side. The school-houses are on the west side, and all the children must 
cross the tracks of the railroad at some place in going to and returning from 
school. The same fact is true of many workmen employed in the manufactur- 
ing establishments. There is no legal grade crossing within about 2,500 feet 
of these private crossings, which are practically open to all, and without any 
protection. 

The land on both sides of the road is almost at a perfect level with the road 
bed, and any crossing except at grade is hardly practicable unless the whole 
road bed through the city of Paw tucket is either raised or depressed, and in 
either case this would be a great disadvantage to the large business concerns 
running spur tracks to their premises for receiving and shipping freight. 

In view of all the facts, I hereby grant the request of the board of aldermen of 
the city of Pawtucket, to lay out a highway at grade across the tracks of the 
East Providence Branch of the New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., 
at Coyle avenue, so-called, in said city of Pawtucket. And the request of said 
board of aldermen for a grade crossing over said railroad company's tracks at 
Webster street, so-called, is not granted, and my consent thereto is hereby re- 
fused. 

I have notified said New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co. of my 
decision in the case, and if said decision is not appealed from or reversed, will 
notify said company to establish an electric bell at said Coyle avenue, to give 
due warning to all persons who may desire to cross the said tracks, of the ap- 
proach of trains. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner, 

I have since been notified, by the city clerk of Pawtucket, that 
the board of aldermen had voted to accept my decision so far as 
it related to Coyle avenue, but had directed the city solicitor to 
"file an appeal from the report as related to Webster street." 

The following resolution was passed by the town council of the 
town of Lincoln, on the 3d of August, 1899, and communicated to 
me by the clerk of said town : 
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Resolved, That the Hon. Edward L. Freeman, as Railroad Commissioner of the 
State of Rhode Island, be and is hereby requested to order the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad Company, the corporation operating the railroad 
which crosses one of the public highways of the town of Lincoln at the village 
of Albion, to cause flagmen to be placed at said Albion crossing at all hours of 
the day and night. 

I notified the town council, and also the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford E. R. Co., that I would give a hearing to all con- 
cerned, at the State House, in Providence, on Friday, Sept. 29, 
1899, at 10 o'clock A. M. At the request of parties interested the 
hearing was postponed one week till Oct. 6, 1899, at the same 
place. At the meeting the town of Lincoln was represented by 
its solicitor, Charles R. Easton, Esq., and others ; and the railroad 
company by its attorney. The case was fully discussed, but the 
town authorities were desirous that I should visit and inspect the 
premises, which I did the following week, viz., Oct. 11, 1899. 

On the 23d of October I rendered my decision, and notified 
both the railroad company and the town council of Lincoln as 
follows : 

» 

State op Rhode Island, etc., 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Oct. 27, 1899. 

To Edward G. Buckland, Esq., 

Attorney, New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir : — The town council of the town of Lincoln, R. I., lias by resolution 
requested me as Railroad Commissioner of the State to direct the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co. to place flagmen at the grade crossing of said 
railroad over the highway in the village of Albion, said town, at all hours of the 
day and night. 

After an examination of the said crossing and its approaches, and a public 
hearing at which both parties interested were represented, and also having ob- 
tained an accurate account of the number of persons and teams that used the 
crossing for the week ending Nov. 19, 1899, I have decided to direct the said 
railroad company to place electric bells each side of the track at said grade 
crossing, so adjusted as to commence to give warning when approaching train 
is not less than 1,500 feet from said crossing. Should such an arrangement fail 
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to give a suitable warning to pedestrians and teams at said crossing, I shall 
take such further action in the matter as I may deem expedient. 

Yours truly, 

E L FREEMAN. 

Railroad Commimoner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc.. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Oct. 27, 1899. 

To the Honorable the Town Council of the Town of Lincoln, R. I. + 

Gentlemen : — I .have received a resolution, passed by your honorable body 
on August 3, 1899, which requests the Railroad Commissioner of the State of 
Rhode Island to order the New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co.. to 
place flagmen at the grade crossing of said railroad over the highway in the 
village of Albion, town of Lincoln, at all hours of the day and night. 

On the sixth of October I gave a hearing in the aforesaid matter, at the Stale 
House in Providence, at which hearing the town was represented by members 
of the council and by its solicitor, and the railroad company by attorney and 
others. The subject was fully discussed, and on the 11th of October I visited 
the crossing and examined the approaches thereto. I found that the crossing 
was guarded by gates, and that a flagman was on duty from 5:40 o'clock A. M., 
to 11:10 P. M. I also found that there w r as but three trains daily that passed 
this crossing during the time between 11:10 P. M. and 5:45 A. M., one passenger 
and two freight trains. 

To ascertain how much travel there was across said grade crossing during the 
hours that it was unguarded a man was placed at the crossing and a careful 
account kept, and his report for the seven days ending October 19 is as follows : 

October 13, 5 teams 3 pedestrians. 

14, 3 " 19 

15, 5 " 1 

16, 4 " 2 

17, 5 •* 4 

18, 5 " 4 

19, 4 " 4 



Or a total for the seven days of 31 teams and 37 pedestrians, an average of 
about 4 J teams, and 5 pedestrians; or, if we leave out October 14, when there 
were 19 pedestrians, the average number of pedestrians for six nights was only 8. 
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The crossing in question is undoubtedly a dangerous one, on account of the 
hills, curves, and other obstructions to the view of those approaching it by the 
highway, and it should be guarded in the very best manner possible. There has 
as yet been no method devised by which persons and teams can be kept off the 
track at grade crossings. If gates are down, in many instances persons go under 
them and cross the tracks regardless of gates or flagmen. The only thing that 
can be doue is to give a warning of the approach of trains which will be effective 
with reasonable people. This is done in the day-time at all grade crossings by 
the erection of large sign-posts on which is conspicuously placed the words 
" Stop, Look, and Listen." It is needless to say that if this command was obeyed 
there would never be an accident at a grade crossing. 

For guarding crossings at night it has been my experience, as well as that of 
many railroad commissioners of other States, that the most effective warning 
that can be given of the approach of trains is an electric bell, which gives the 
alarm when the train is at a long distance from the crossing, and continues to 
strike till the train reaches the crossing. This is especially true at crossings 
where the trains are few and are separated by long intervals of time. 

I believe that electric bells, one each side of the track at the crossing, arranged 
to commence the warning when a train is 1,500 or 2,000 feet away, will be more 
effective in giving notice both to teams and pedestrians than any flagman would 
be. I have therefore notified the New York, New Haven & Hartford* R. R. Co. 
to place electric bells each side of the grade crossing in the village of Albion, 
town of Lincoln, which are to be so adjusted as to commence to ring when a 
train is approaching, in either direction, at a distance of not less than 1,500 feet 
from said crossing. 

I would further say that if upon due trial it is found that such an arrange- 
ment is not satisfactory, in that it does not give a sufficient warning to those 
using said grade crossing, I will take such further measures as I may find ex- 
pedient to secure that object. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

ACCIDENTS. 

The returns made by the several companies for the year ending 
June 30, 1899, show that in this State there were no passengers 
killed, and only 6 injured slightly ; that 4 employees were killed, 
and 74 injured; that 12 trespassers, or persons walking on or 
crossing the tracks, or stealing rides on freight trains, were killed, 
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and 14 injured; that at grade crossings there were 2 persons 
killed, and 2 injured. 

As compared with the returns of the previous year, these figures 
show that the number of passengers killed was 3 less ; that the num- 
ber of employees killed was 2 less ; that the number of employees 
injured was 26 more ; that the number of trespassers killed was 5 
less ; that the number of trespassers injured was 3 less ; that the 
number of persons killed at grade crossings was 2 more ; that the 
number of persons injured at grade crossings was 3 less. To sum 
it up, there were 18 deaths, or* 5 less than in last report; and 90 
cases of persons injured, or 11 more than last year. 

Accidents during the Year 1899. 

The following detailed statement gives the accidents that have 
been reported to me by the officials of the several steam roads as 
having occurred in this State for the entire year ending December 
31, 1899, with the exception of a few that were of a very trifling 
nature. 

There were 185 accidents, in which 189 persons were killed or 
injured. There were 32 deaths resulting from these accidents. 
Of the cases where death ensued, 1 was a passenger who crossed 
the track at station in front of train ; 18 were trespassers, 16 of 
whom were walking on or crossing the tracks, and 2 were stealing 
rides on freight trains ; 13 were employees. Of the employees 
that were killed, 5 were walking or standing on track, and were 
struck by engine or cars ; 5 either fell or were thrown from the 
top of moving freight cars; 2 were struck by overhead bridge; 
and 1 was coupling cars. 

Of the 157 persons injured, 122 were employees ; of these 26 
were injured while coupling or uncoupling cars ; 21 while getting 
on or off from moving trains ; 7 were struck by engine or car while 
standing on track ; 6 were struck by overhead bridge ; 5 by col- 
lision of cars ; 2 scalded while fixing couplings to steam pipes of 
cars; 27 while loading or unloading freight; and 28 in various 
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minor ways. Fifteen were trespassers; of these 9 were injured 
while walking on the track, and 6 while stealing rides on 
freight trains. Eleven were passengers, of whom 5 were injured 
in trying to get on or off moving trains ; 2 by falling down sub- 
way stairs ; and 1 each by falling on platform, piece of gas pipe 
falling upon person in car, caught by door in car, and struck by 
piece of torpedo while sitting in car. There were 8 persons 
injured at grade crossings, but in the case of 4 the gates were 
down, and it was their own fault. One person was injured by 
being struck by mail-pouch thrown from moving car at station. 

Jan. 5. Mr. Borden, of New York, 80 years old, while going 
down the stairs leading to the subway in the station at Provi- 
dence, was crowded and fell down several steps ; he complained 
that his shoulder was considerably injured. 

Jan. 10. Oscar E. Darling, baggage master of train 4,006, Wor- 
cester Division, went between the engine and baggage car, at 
Pawtucket station, to regulate the steam pipes ; the hose suddenly 
uncoupled and struck him in the groin with great force, and he 
was also severely scalded by the escaping steam. He was sent to 
the Emergency Hospital. 

Jan. 10. At 2 o'clock A. M., W. J. Soulia, freight brakeman on 
train 4,084, Worcester Division, while switching cars in Woon- 
socket freight yard, was struck by overhead bridge next north of 
station, and received a severe cut on the head. 

Jan. 10. At 5:10 o'clock P. M., Miss Jennie Hughes, while pass- 
ing down the incline leading to the subway in the station at 
Providence, slipped and fell and broke her left leg at the ankle. 
She was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Jan. 18. Patrick Champagne, of Central Falls, attempted to 
cross the tracks of the Worcester Division, near the Valley Falls 
station, in front of train 4,059, but was struck by the engine and 
killed instantly. 
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Jan. 16. At 10:15 o'clock A. M., John H. Elliot, freight brake- 
man on train 3,759, Stonington Division, while coupling engine to 
car, near Davisville station, had his right hand caught and the 
thumb and index finger crushed. He was sent to the Emergency 
Hospital where the finger was amputated. 

Jan. 21. H. James Gray, of Central Falls, while coupling cars 
in the Providence freight yard had his hand caught and severely 
crushed. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. It was his 
first day in the employ of the company. 

Jan. 21. W. I. Greene, fireman on engine 398, Worcester Di- 
vision, had his right shoulder badly bruised by having it caught 
between the window-sill of cab of engine and the scale-house at 
Wilkesbarre Pier. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Jan. 2b. Joseph Bernard, a car repairer on the Stonington Di- 
vision, while crossing the track near Grove street, Providence, was 
struck by passenger train 3,732 and killed instantly. He climbed 
over the fence and came upon the track where there is a very 
sharp curve. 

Jan. 26. Henry M. Coughlin, freight brakeman, train 6,035, 
Taunton Division, was struck by the second overhead bridge north 
of Tiverton station. He was taken to the Newport Hospital and 
died the same afternoon. 

Jan. 26. Albert King, a coal shoveller employed by the Wor- 
cester Division, while unloading vessel at the wharf in East Provi- 
dence, was struck by a falling lump of coal and his back some- 
what injured. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Jan. SI. At 6:15 P. M., while extra freight 843, Providence Di- 
vision, was backing out of Charles street yard it collided with 
switching engine 350. The engineer of switcher, I. P. Inman, had 
his back bruised but no bones broken. The fireman, John Carlin, 
had his right ankle and left leg cut and bruised, and also received 
a sever cut under the chin. They were both sent to the Emer- 
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gency Hospital. The collision was caused by the anticipation or 
misunderstanding of signals by the flagman of extra train. 

Feb. 6. John Canfield, brakeman on the Central Division, while 
switching at the station at Quidnick, jumped from car to throw 
switch, but missed his foot and feel to the ground, slightly injur- 
ing his hip. 

Feb. 8. W. H. Whalen, brakeman on switcher 903, Central Di- 
vision, was standing on top of car when it was backed into the 
freight house, and was struck by overhead beam, causing a con- 
tusion on the head. He was treated at the Emergency Hospital. 

Feb. 8. F. H. Wilson, freight brakeman, Worcester Division, 
was struck by overhead bridge at Warren avenue, but escaped 
with a slight scalp wound. 

Feb. 10. Daniel Day, yard brakeman, Providence Division, 
while walking beside the pit track, at Northup avenue yard, 
slipped on the ice and fell just as some cars were passing. The 
step of a car struck him on the back of his head, and knocked off 
a portion of the scalp. 

Feb. 12. J. F. Sloan, while shovelling snow in the Providence 
yard, was struck by switcher 643, and received a cut over the 
right eye. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Feb. 12. D. T. O'Connell, yard brakeman, Providence Division, 
was found on track 18 in the Northup avenue yard, Providence, 
in an unconscious condition. He was taken to the Emergency 
Hospital but died the same day. It was thought from the circum- 
stances that he was caught and crushed between cars while 
switching. 

Feb. 28. George T. Luther, of Hills Grove, while walking on 
the tracks of the Stonington Division, near the station, was struck 
by passenger train No. 21 and killed instantly. He saw a freight 
train approaching and stepped upon the other track directly in 
front of engine. 
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Feb. 28. John Allsopp, while % walking on the tracks . of tho 
Worcester Division, near Ashton station, was struck by the engine 
of train 4,054. His left arm was broken and the left side of his 
head bruised. He was taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. Dis- 
charged improved. 

March 7. Thomas Murphy, freight handler, Providence Division, 
was trucking heavy load over board when it gave way, and his leg 
was caught between the load and the car, and the ligaments of 
his ankle ruptured. 

March 4. Dennis J. Barry, freight brakeman on 435, Stoning- 
ton Division, while coupling cars, near Wood Eiver Junction, had 
his left hand caught and crushed. He was sent to the Emergency 
Hospital, where it was found necessary to amputate it. 

March 8. The dead body of Tadeus Buttok, of Warren, was 
found early in the morning on the tracks of the Worcester Di- 
vision, just north of Wood street crossing at Warren. He had 
been struck and killed by some train the previous night. 

March 9. Eddie Gunphrey, 7 years old, of Woonsocket, while 
stealing a ride on turn-table, near station of Midland Division, had 
his foot caught and severely jammed. 

March 16. T. K. Huntley, passenger brakeman on train 1,207, 
Worcester Division, while uncoupling steam hose between two 
cars, at Warren station, had his face scalded by the* escaping 
steam. 

March 18. Joseph Baker, section foreman, Providence Division, 
while working on track 23, West freight yard, was struck by a 
train of cars backed by switching engine 352, run over and killed 
instantly. His body was cut to pieces. He was supervising the 
putting in of tie-plate and did not notice the approaching cars. 

March 20. Patrick Galvin, section foreman, Central Division, 
while unloading ties at the station at Greene dropped one on his 
foot, injuring it quite severely. 
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March 21. Grant Allison, of Worcester, while walking on the 
track, near the Providence station, was run over by engine 376. 
His right leg was cut off between the knee and ankle, and left 
leg at ankle. He was taken to the hospital and both legs ampu- 
tated. 

March 26. J. H. Minor, yard brakeman, Providence Division, 
while coupling cars in East yard had his right hand caught and 
so badly injured that it was found necessary to amputate two 
fingers. 

March 28. Robert Hindle, a brakeman on the Moshassuck 
Valley R. R., while making a flying switch, in the yard at Sayles- 
ville, fell from car, and one of the wheels crushed his left foot. 

March 29. Wm. Powers, station bagage porter, Central Di- 
vision, at Providence station, while shutting train gates at station, 
was struck by train 6,804, and quite severely injured. He was 
taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

March 29. Mrs. E. J. Kearney attempted to get on passenger 
train 4,074 at Berkeley station, Worcester Division, but fell, as she 
claims, on account of train starting too soon. Her right knee was 
injured, and she received a cut over the right eye. 

March SI. George E. Whiting, passenger on train 3,089, Ston- 
ington Division, had his hand bruised by door of combination car 
springing to. 

April IS. At 8:45 P. M., the dead body of a man was found on 
the tracks of the Providence Division, about fifty feet south of 
Miller street bridge, Pawtucket, by train 90. He had been killed 
by some train, but when was not known. The remains were ex- 
amined by Dr. French, medical examiner, and then turned over 
to undertaker Clark, and after several days, as the body was not 
identified, it was buried. The man was about 60 years old ; 5 feet 
10£ inches in height. In his pocket were found a pair of steel bowed 
spectacles and an open-faced silver watch, Waltham make, num- 
ber 183, A. L. D. 
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April 22. C. Lewis, fireman on engine 1,067, Worcester Di- 
vision, while walking to his engine at the turn-table, East Provi- 
dence, at 2:40 A. M., fell into the ash pit and injured his left side. 
He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

April 27. T. J. English, freight brakeman on the Stonington 
Division, while coupling cars on train 3,759, near station at 
Westerly, was caught between the draw-heads of two cars and 
received serious internal injuries. He was taken to the Emer- 
gency Hospital. 

April 29. Mr. Kelly, freight handler in No. 1 freight house, 
Providence, was struck "by an oil barrel which tipped upon him 
from a passing truck, and the second finger of his left hand was 
broken. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

May 1. Charles Mott, switchman at Gaspee street, Providence, 
in getting out of the way of engine 380, fell down an embank- 
ment and ruptured the ligaments of his right leg at the knee. He 
was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

May 1. Mrs. Bhoda A. Estin, of Bay Side, a passenger on train 
3,743, Stonington Division, was struck on the head and slightly 
injured, by the falling upon her of length of gas pipe, which a 
passenger had left leaning against a door. 

May 8. Austin Moriarty, freight brakeman in India Point yard, 
while uncoupling cars had his left hand caught and severely jam- 
med. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

May S. Clifton Trask, of Centerdale, attempted to cross the 
tracks of the Central Division, near the station at Centerdale, as 
train 6,907 was passing, but was struck by the engine and thrown 
one side. His left leg was broken below the knee, and his head 
severely cut. He was attended by a physician and then sent to 
the R. I. Hospital. The gates were down at the time, the whistle 
was blown, and the train was moving slowly. 

May S. Otto George Newman, of Manton, started to drive in 
his milk wagron across the tracks of the Central Division at Grove 
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street crossing. A train was due, and the gate-tender lowered the 
gates so that they struck Mr. Newman and threw him to the 
ground. His right wrist was sprained and his left leg and hand 
scratched and bruised. He was attended by Dr. Rose, of Manton. 

May J*. Michael J. Ward, freight handler, while closing door 
of car had his left hand caught and the thumb crushed. He was 
sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

May 6. At 11:45 P. M., Oliver F. Whittemore, brakeman on 
extra 297, Stonington Division, was found lying by the side of the 
tracks under the bridge just north of Wood River Junction. He 
was unconscious, and was taken to the Emergency Hospital where 
he died soon after his arrival. He either fell from the train or 
was struck by overhead bridge, as his head was crushed. He be- 
longed in New London, Conn. 

May 15. At 6:55 A. M., H. W. Woodman went out from the 
Manville station, Worcester Division, on a track velocipede, to 
take in switch lanterns, and was struck by extra work train 319. 
The machine was smashed, and Woodman escaped with a cut on 
hand and bruises on side. 

May 23. Train 4,042, Worcester Division, struck a man at 
Central Falls, who was sitting on the interlocking boxing by the 
side of the track, and threw him to one side. He was attended by 
Dr. Sweet, who found a bad gash on his right leg. He was in- 
toxicated. 

May 25. Patrick Toner, laborer, while loading ties into car at 
Harrisville station, Central Division, had his right foot smashed 
by a tie falling upon it. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

May 25. Prosper Gaviepy, was walking on the tracks of the 
Providence Division, on the bridge which crosses the Blackstone 
river, at Central Falls, and was struck by train 3,285. His body 
was cut in two pieces near the waist and thrown into the river. 
The train came up behind him, but he paid no attention to the 
warning whistle. 
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May 27. Patrick Carlin, while walking on the tracks of the 
Worcester Division, near Blackstone station, was struck by the 
pilot of freight engine 383. Several ribs were broken, his head 
cut, and shoulder injured. He was sent to the R. I. Hospital. 

June 1. At 1:10 A. M., R M. Saul, brakeman on the Providence 
Division, was found between the tracks in the Northup avenue 
freight yard in an unconscious condition. He was taken to the 
Emergency Hospital, where it was found that three ribs were 
broken, and other serious injuries, from which he died the same 
day. He either fell from car or was knocked off by switch staff. 

June 6. While coupling cars of the Worcester Division, at 
India Point, Albert Warner, brakeman, had his left hand caught 
and three fingers crushed. He was sent to the Emergency 
Hospital. 

June 6. John Ledworth, freight brakeman on extra 439, Wor- 
cester Division, had his left wrist broken by being thrown to the 
floor of the caboose, caused by other cars being switched against 
the car he was in. 

June 7. John Sullivan, of Providence, laborer on the Central 
Division, while loading rails, near Oakland station, had his right 
hand caught between two rails and somewhat jammed. He was 
sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

June 9. Patrick M'Donald was walking through the freight 
yard at Providence when switcher 130 came along. He attempted 
to get on the engine but slipped and fell, and had his right arm 
run over by a freight car. He was taken to the R. I. Hospital, 
and the arm was amputated. 

June 9. Harry Daley, a trackman on the Stonington Division, 
was struck by train 15, near Kingston station. He was taken to 
the Emergency Hospital, but died the same day. 

June IS. Thomas Milcaughey, of East Boston, attempted to 
steal a ride on an engine of the Providence Division, near station 
in Providence, but fell from the top of a ladder that he had hold 
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of and was run over, and his leg was severely crushed. He was 
taken to the It. I. Hospital. 

June 17. Charles A. Cavanaugh, of Pawtucket, attempted to 
get on board freight train 4,089, Worcester Division, as it was 
leaving the station at Woonsocket, and was thrown to the ground 
receiving a severe cut in the calf of his left leg, his left foot was 
also injured. 

June 20. C. E. Chamberlain, a brakeman on the Providence 
Division, while coupling cars in the power yard got his hand 
caught and one of his fingers jammed. 

June 22. George Lowry, repair man in the interlocking de- 
partment, Providence Division, while at work on the switches in 
Northup avenue yard was struck by engine 423 and knocked one 
side. He was picked up with two severe gashes in his head and 
sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

June 2Jf. James Bulger, of Charlestown, Mass., a lad of 14 
years, while stealing a ride on a box-car in the East yard, Provi- 
dence, was struck by switch No. 6, and thrown under the wheels, 
and his left arm crushed. He was taken to the IL I. Hospital, 
where it was found necessary to amputate the arm. 

June 27. J. D. Finnegan, freight brakeman, train 4,084, Worces- 
ter Division, was struck by overhead bridge, north of Woonsocket 
station, and his head was severely cut. He was sent to the 
Emergency Hospital. 

June 80. David Gibbons, a patrolman, while riding a veloci- ' 
pede, near East Providence engine house, was struck by engine 
788. He escaped with a few bruises. 

July 8. Margaret McKenney attempted to cross the tracks of 
the Stonington Division, at the Dike street crossing, in front of 
train 3,720, but was struck by the engine and instantly killed. The 
crossing gates were down, but she passed under them. 

July b. John Murphy, a passenger on train 3,760, Stonington 
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Division, attempted to get off the car while it was in motion, but 
fell from the platform and received some severe contusions. He 
was sent to the R. I. Hospital. He was probably under the in- 
fluence of liquor at the time. 

July 5. While the gates at the River street crossing, Woon- 
socket, were down* a team containing M. J. Crean, J. F. Walsh, 
and Michael Crowley drove up and stopped. For some unknown 
reason the crossing-tender raised the gates, and the team started 
across. The crossing-tender saw a switching engine coming, and 
at once lowered the gates, and the three persons were knocked off 
the seat, but not seriously injured. 

July 5. W. S. Lewis, baggage master, train 6,538, Providence 
Division, while holding a handkerchief out of the baggage room 
door struck his hands against an electric signal pole, near Wood- 
lawn station, bruising them badly. He went to the Emergency 
Hospital, Boston. 

July 5. As freight train 4,096, Worcester Division, was leaving 
the station at Lonsdale, a man attempted to climb upon a car to 
steal a ride, but fell between the cars. His right foot was cut off, 
his right arm broken in three places, and his head badly cut. He 
was sent to the R. I. Hospital, where he died the same day with- 
out recovering consciousness. His body was not identified, 
though it was thought that his name was J. Hogan. 

July 8. James Larkin, of Providence, was found lying beside 
the tracks of the Taunton Division, near Aquidneck station, in an 
unconscious condition, with a severe cut on the back of his head. 
He had been struck by some train. He was taken to Newport, 
and sent to the Newport Hospital. 

July 11. Mrs. J. R. Pearse, of Bristol, a passenger on south- 
bound train 4,225, got into a car that was going through to Fall 
River, but did not notice the fact till the car started to leave 
Warren. She jumped from the steps while the car was in motion 
and fell to the ground, but escaped with a few bruises. 
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July 11. Mrs. Albert Blanding, of Attleboro, Mass., was found 
near the South Main street crossing, at Pawtucket, with her right 
arm broken between the wrist and elbow. No one saw the acci- 
dent, but she thought she fell off the end of the crossing planks. 
The planks were in perfect order. 

July 11. Frank C. Joseph, freight brakeman of train 3,759, at- 
tempted to climb upon the caboose of his train while it was in 
motion, near East Greenwich, but fell and had a portion of his 
right foot crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

July 11. Albert Cotterill, freight brakeman, train 3,150, at- 
tempted to get on board rear end of the train as it was moving 
out of the yard, but fell and was slightly injured. 

July IS. Carl Johnson, yard freight brakeman, while coupling 
cars at India Point station, had his right hand caught and thumb 
crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

July H. The dead body of a man was found on track No. 1, 
Midland Division, south of City Mills station. The head and 
face were badly bruised. It was supposed he fell from freight 
car, as a hat supposed to have been his was found in car 24,020. 
The body was not identified. 

July 15. Charles Lorridans, riding a bicycle, ran into the gates 
at the Hamlet avenue crossing, Woonsocket, though the gates 
were down, and bell ringing. He was thrown down and face 
bruised, but was not seriously injured. 

July 16. John Olsen, of Boston, was picked up on the tracks 
of the Worcester Division, near Wilkesbarre Pier, in an un- 
conscious condition, with head and face cut badly. He was walk- 
ing on the track and was struck by a freight train. He was taken 
to the R. I. Hospital. Discharged improved. 

July 19. E. E. Meiggs, of Bristol, train baggage master, Wor- 
cester Division, while coupling cars had his right hand caught 
and severely bruised. 
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July 22. W. Boyle, brakeman on Providence Division, at- 
tempted to climb on car while in motion, but the grab-iron pulled 
off and he fell and struck his back against a car on the west track. 

July 22. Patrick Connors, employed in the India Point yard, 
Providence, had his shoulder against the end of a coal car, when 
the car was struck by another car, and he was thrown down across 
the track. He escaped with severe cuts and bruises on heel 
and leg. 

July 2Jf. Passenger train 4,219, Worcester Division, overtook 
six men who were walking on the track near South Barrington. 
The whistle was blown, and all but Thomas Kruezek, of Warren, 
stepped out of danger ; he stepped directly in front of engine and 
was instantly killed. 

July 28. James Rogers, Jr., a boy nine years of age, while 
walking on the tracks of the Stonington Division, near Atwell's 
avenue station, was struck by passenger train 3,756, and killed 
almost instantly, both legs and neck having been broken. 

July 81. Mrs. Sarah Scott, of Woonsocket, attempted to get on 
train 4,019, as it was moving out of station at Pawtucket, but lost 
her hold and fell beside the car. The train was stopped and she 
was taken on board, having escaped with trifling injuries and 
bruises. 

August 2. Burt B. French, freight brakeman on train 3,757, 
Stonington Division, while coupling cars, near Auburn station, 
had his hand caught and fingers jammed. He was sent to the 
Emergency Hospital. 

August 2. Jacob Armenian, employed at East Providence yard, 
was struck on head by coal falling from tub, and received a severe 
scalp wound. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

August 8. William Burns, freight brakeman, Worcester Di- 
vision, while coupling cars at Valley Falls station, had his left 
hand caught and badly lacerated. He was sent to the Emergency 
Hospital. 
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August 8. James King, of Providence, while walking on the 
tracks, near Mason's slaughter-house, was struck by engine 439, 
Providence Division, and received several severe cuts about the 
head. He was taken to the R. I. Hospital. 

August 9. Louis Sumner, of Grafton, Mass., went to the ticket 
office at Pawtucket station, purchased a ticket, and attempted to 
cross the tracks as passenger train 4,016, Worcester Division, was 
coming into the station. Several persons shouted to him, but he 
did not appear to hear, or to understand their shouts, but kept on 
and was struck by the train, and killed instantly. He was 70 
years old. 

August 10. Edward Morrell, freight brakeman at India Point 
yard, Worcester Division, attempted to get on the step of 
tender while it was moving towards him, but failed to catch the 
handle, and was struck by the corner of the tender and knocked 
down. His back and left side were severely bruised. He was 
taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

August 10. R. B. Kelton, freight brakeman, train 4,096, Wor- 
cester Division, while climbing down ladder on car, near Paw- 
tucket station, slipped and fell to the ground, spraining his left 
shoulder. 

August 10. A boy by the name of Thomas H. Bagnall, while 
standing near the tracks of the Central Division, near Arlington 
station, was struck by mail-pouch thrown from mail-car 6,801. He 
was knocked down, but received no serious injury. 

August llf. Train 3,128, Providence Division, struck and in- 
stantly killed a man who was walking on the tracks near the south 
end of freight yard at Pawtucket. The man and a companion 
were walking on tracks and were warned by yardman to get out 
of the way, but he deliberately stepped on track in front of 
engine. The other man disappeared, and the body of the one 
killed could not be identified. 

August IS. Cerill Muron, a teamster in the employ of Robert 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 39 

Niles, attempted to drive a two-horse team across the tracks of 
the Worcester Division, at Hamlet crossing, when a train was ap- 
proaching, and the gates were being lowered. He was struck by 
the gates and knocked from his seat, but not much injured. The 
gateinan ran and stopped the horses and got the team out of the 
way, thus preventing what might have been a serious accident to 

the approaching train. 

• 

August 20. Hugh L. Thompson, of Day ville, Conn., while walk- 
ing on the tracks, to meet friends at Chepiwanoxet station, Ston- 
ington Division, stepped from one track to avoid train 3,423, and 
was struck by train going in opposite direction, and instantly 
killed. 

August 21. Peter C. Roderick, while handling freight in house 
at Providence, had his toes crushed by bar of iron falling upon 
them. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital, Providence. 

August 25. Harrison Smith, coal handler at Harbor Junction, 
Providence, was knocked into a coal pocket, and had several ribs 
fractured. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

August 26. Albert S. Quirk, of Providence, a passenger on 
train 4,045, Worcester Division, while sitting in smoking-car with 
window open, was struck by a piece of a torpedo, exploded by a 
freight train on opposite track ; his head was cut slightly. 

August 29. David Farnall, while coupling cars at Pawtucket, 
had his right hand caught and considerably bruised. 

August 31. Fred Dunham, freight conductor, while standing 
between tracks, in Northup avenue yard, was struck by crate door 
of car 842, which fell off and bruised his head and right shoulder. 

. August 31. John Connell, trespasser, attempted to climb be- 
tween the cars of train 5,861, Central Division, while it was 
switching at Cranston street, but caught his foot in the grab-iron 
of one of the cars and fainted, but was soon restored to con- 
sciousness. 
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Sept. 2. C. H. Phillips, flagman, Providence Division, while 
standing in door of caboose of train 3,376,. was knocked off his 
feet, and his left side, neck, and head were slightly injured. He 
was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Sept. 8. The body of a man was found on the tracks of the 
Stonington Division, near Greene station, by the engineer of train 
No. 4. The remains were terribly mangled, and were turned over 
to the medical examiner. The body was not identified, but as a 
razor was found in his pocket, on which was scratched "John 
Wood," it is probable that was his name. 

Sept. 9. Peter Conlon, of Woonsocket, was found in an un- 
conscious condition at the foot of an embankment near the Olo 
street crossing of the Midland Division, Woonsocket. His right 
hip was broken, and he received other injuries. He was taken to 
the Woonsocket Hospital, where he died a few hours after. He 
was probably struck by the night train on the Woonsocket and 
Pascoag branch. 

Sept. IS. George Dougherty, freight brakeman, while coupling 
cars in West yard, Providence, had his right hand caught and 
four fingers crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Sept. 22. Thomas Flemming, yard conductor at India Point, 
while descending from car, slipped and fell to the rail, severely 
injuring his foot. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct. 3. Peter Ekstrom, yard brakeman, while coupling cars, 
near India Point station, had his left hand caught and severely 
crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct.- b- E. P. Nickerson, freight brakeman on extra 337, Ston- 
ington Division, fell from top of moving car, near Carolina station, 
and his left arm was broken, and hip badly bruised. He was sent 
to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct. 7. Cornelius Webb, of Providence, an engineer on the 
Stonington Division, while crossing the tracks in front of station 
at Westerly, was struck by Federal express and instantly killed. 
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Oct H. James Cassidy, freight brakeman, Worcester Division 
while coupling cars, at India Point, had his right hand caught 
and crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct lJf. O. C. Lewis, brakeman on train 6,800, Central Division, 
while unloading baggage, at River Point station, had his hand 
caught and considerably bruised. He was sent to the Emergency 
Hospital. 

Oct 16. Patrick S. Campbell, of Pawtucket, while walking on 
the tracks of the East Providence branch, was struck by extra 
freight train 386, and instantly killed. He had been at work at 
Phillipsdale and was on his way home. 

Oct 18. E. F. Churchill, freight brakeman, train 4,038, at- 
tempted to board the train while it was in motion, near Provi- 
dence, but failed to catch the step railing and fell to the ground, 
where he was struck by the engine of passenger train 4,037 ; his 
left arm was fractured and his head and left leg cut. He was sent 
to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct 22. R. L. Phelan, freight brakeman, extra 339, while 
coupling cars, near Providence station, had his right hand caught 
and index finger jammed. 

Oct 26. N. Conlon, a boy living on Charles street, Providence, 
attempted to get on moving freight train 86, near the Orms street 
tower, but missed his hold, fell, and was run over. He was sent 
to the R. I. Hospital. 

Oct 26. A. W. Paine, conductor, train 4,084, had his right leg 
and left elbow bruised, and the middle finger of his left hand 
jammed, by train 3,072 running into the rear of his train. He 
was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct '26. Herman J. Parks was found lying on the side of the 
tracks, on the bridge near Bellefont station, having been run over 
by extra 387, Stonington Division. He was taken on the train for 
Auburn, but died before arriving there. 

6 
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Oct. 27. George R. Hunt, brakeman on train 4,233, attempted 
to get off the engine while in motion, but full backwards and was 
considerably injured. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct. 28. C. H. Pratt, freight brakeman on extra 281, Stonington 
Division, was thrown from top of moving car, near South Auburn, 
by the sudden application of the air brakes, and his right thigh 
was fractured. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct. 29. Oscar Wright, employed in the interlocking depart- 
ment, Stonington Division, while lifting a pole, in some way caught 
his left leg and fell, and broke his right leg and foot. He was 
taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct SO. Thomas Morris, employed at Harbor Junction, while 
pushing cars under the derrick, had his hand caught between two 
■cars and jammed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Nov. 8. E. A. Lane, passenger brakeman, train 6,636, Midland 
Division, while coupling engine to car, had his hand caught and 
fingers jammed. 

Nov. 8. John Wagner, freight brakeman on switcher, at Valley 
Falls, while coupling engine to train, was caught and severely 
injured about the chest and abdomen. He was sent to the Emer- 
gency Hospital. 

Nov. 8. Michael Jennings, an employee on the Providence Di- 
vision, while running between the tracks south of Gaspee street 
bridge, was struck by engine 400. His foot was crushed, and hip 
and forehead bruised. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Nov. b. George W. Cady, freight brakeman on train 4,275, 
Worcester Division, fell from moving train, about two miles north 
of Bristol station, and was instantly killed. 

Nov. 7. William Fitz, freight brakeman, train 4,087, Providence 
Division, fell from top of moving train, just north of station at 
Woodlawn. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital, but died 
soon after his arrival. 
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Nov. 12. Ulrich Mercier, an employee of the Moshassuck 
Valley R. R., while at work in yard at Saylesville, had his right 
hand caught between a rail and a timber, and two middle fingers 
were jammed. 

Nov. 12. A. R. Holmes, yard brakeman, while coupling cars in 
Northup avenue yard, had his right hand caught and the thumb 
and two fingers crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hos- 
pital. 

Nov. IS. Michael Cuff was found lying partially on the south- 
bound track of the East Providence branch, near Phillipsdale 
station. Both legs had been run over near the ankle. It is sup- 
posed that he tried to get on train 396 while it was in motion, and 
fell under the train. He was taken to the R. I. Hospital, where 
both legs were amputated ; still in hospital. 

Nov. IS. F. A. Atwood, freight brakeman, train 3,768, while 
coupling cars, near Wood River Junction, had his right hand 
caught and badly crushed. He was sent to the Emergency 
Hospital. 

Nov. IS. J. J. Daly, yard brakeman, while coupling cars in 
West yard, Providence, had his left hand caught, and the first 
finger crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital., 

Nov. IS. Thomas McGovern, section laborer, while repairing 

* 

crossing at West yard, Providence, dropped a plank which held a 
spike upon his right foot, severely injuring it. He went to the 
Emergency Hospital. 

Nov. 16. George F. Miller, freight brakeman, while .coupling 
snow-plow scraper to caboose, at Valley Falls, got his foot caught 
between projecting end of scraper and planking, and his ankles 
were so bruised that he was sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Nov. 17. Michael McGovern, laborer, while passing from one 
car to another, in the Kinsley avenue yard, lost his balance, and 
put his hand on draw-bar, when the cars came together and 
caught it. He went to the Emergency Hospital. 



1 
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Nov. 18. William McGoram attempted to drive an express 
wagon across the tracks of the East Providence branch at Webster 
street, Pawtucket, but was struck by engine 336. The wagon was 
overturned and wrecked, but the driver escaped with a few 
bruises. This crossing is not a legal highway crossing. 

Nov. 18. W. H. Eldridge, brakeman for train 6,851, had his 
right hand severely bruised, by the door of the caboose shutting 
suddenly while his hand was in the jamb. He went to the Emer- 
gency Hospital. 

Nov. 19. John Garneau, brakeman on yard switcher at Woon- 
socket, Midland Division, was thrown from top of car by the 
sudden stopping of the engine, and received a severe cut on the 
back of his head. 

Nov. 22. A. J. Little, freight brakeman, Providence Division, 
walked upon the tracks behind engine 426, which was backing, 
was run over and instantly killed. 

Nov. 28. John F. Kennedy, freight brakeman on train 4,094, 
was struck by overhead bridge at Church street, Valley Falls, and 
received a scalp wound on side of the head. He was sent to the 
Emergency Hospital. 

Nov. 27. The switching train of the Wood Eiver Branch E. E. 
collided with some coal cars in the yard of the Nichols & Lang- 
worthy Machine Co., at Hope Valley. Edward G. Crandall, who 
was shovelling coal, was thrown and bruised about the hands, arms, 
and legs. 

Dec. 4. John Ashby, section-hand on the Moshassuck Valley 
E. E., was loading freight car when his foot slipped, and the left 
foot was run over by one wheel, cutting and crushing his toes. 

Dec. If. John O'Brian, laborer at East Providence wharf, had 
his right arm caught between a winch and the rope which 
was hauling cars, and it was considerably bruised. He was sent 
to the Emergency Hospital. 
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Dec. 7. Dennis Monohan, while taking care of lamps in the 
West yard, stepped upon a rail, fell and broke his left wrist. He 
wras sent to the Emergency Hospital. 

Dec. 12. William McMillin, yard brakeman in the Northup 
avenue freight yard, Providence, attempted to get on moving car, 
but lost his balance, fell under the wheels, was run over and in- 
stantly killed. 

Dec. 15. J. F. Clark, freight brakeman, train 383, Worcester 
Division, while coupling engine to car, at East Providence yard, 
had his right hand caught and thumb and two fingers broken. 

Dec- 16. Peter Lynn, laborer, attempted to get off train 4,215 
at Drownville station, but fell and struck his head against a car. 
He received a gash on his head, and the blow rendered him un- 
conscious. 

Dec. 17. W. A. McGregor, yard brakeman, while coupling cars 
in West freight yard, Providence, was caught between two cars and 
severely injured. His left collar was dislocated, one rib broken, 
and he received other injuries. He was taken to the Emergency 
Hospital. 

Dec. 18. P. I. Degesse, freight brakeman on train 4,096, was 
struck on the head by overhead bridge, north of Manville station, 
and knocked down, receiving scalp wound. He was taken to the 
Emergency Hospital. 

Dec. 18. Charles Miown, laborer, while crawling under cars 
which had just been backed into the Kinsley avenue yard, Provi- 
dence, got his right foot caught under wheels and jammed. He 
went to the Emergency Hospital. 

Dec %b. At 6:30 A. M., the body of Louis Fournier, of Central 
Falls, was found lying beside the tracks of the Worcester Division, 
a short distance north of Boston switch. He had been dead 
some hours, as his watch stopped at 1:30, and it is supposed he 
was struck by freight train in the night, while walking on the 
track. 
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Dec. 2Jf. G. A. Furch, freight brakeman on extra freight 302, 
Worcester Division, was struck by overhead bridge, north of 
Woonsocket station, receiving severe scalp wound on back of 
head. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Dec. %h* John Kendall, of Coweset, while walking on the tracks 
of Stonington Division, near station, was struck by train 69 and 
instantly killed. His body was found early Sunday morning. 

IMPKOVEMENTS. 

Stonington Division. — The New York, New Haven & Hartford 
R. R., having acquired a lease of the Norwich & Worcester R. R., 
has made a connection at Groton, by extending the road from. 
Allyn's Point to the east end of Thames river bridge, a distance of 
six miles ; by building this comparatively short piece of track, the 
Consolidated road has an additional independent line to New 
York, which was opened for business on the 4th of June. 

The work upon the road-bed has been continued and completed, 
and the laying of new, 100 lbs. to the yard, steel rails has been 
finished on the entire division, from Providence to New London, 
and, in fact, from Boston to New London; thus making over one 
hundred and five miles of railroad, all double-tracked, and part 
of the way four tracks, all laid with the 100-lb. rail. 

A new freight yard has been made in the limits of the city of 
Providence, called the Kinsley avenue yard, on the land acquired 
by the New England R. R. Co., just west of the present yard. It 
contains over fifteen acres of room, and about five miles of track 
have been laid this year. There are nine alley-ways, in all over 
one and one-half miles in length, for delivery of bulk freight. 
This improvement gives room for the placing of upwards of two 
hundred and fifty additional freight cars, to which access can be 
easily had, and within reasonable proximity to the business parts 
of the city, and brings yard facilities abreast of all present re- 
quirements, with an opportunity for expansion if demanded in the^ 
future. 
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Providence Division. — The greater part of this division is in 
Massachusetts ; and outside of ballasting and ditching not much 
new work has been done, except that rendered necessary by the 
abandonment of the Park street station in Boston. When it was 
decided to give up that station, there was so much clamor by the 
travelling public that in deference to public opinion a new station 
was erected a little south-west of the former station, and desig- 
nated as the Back Bay station. The building is as large as the 
station building in Providence, if the express and office annexes are 
left out, and will prove a convenience to passengers from this State 
who wish to visit the western and southern portions of the city of 
Boston. The building of the tracks from this Back Bay station 
to the new South station was a remarkable piece of engineering and 
building. There were four tracks to lay through a compact part 
of the city. In some cases, where it was not deemed desirable to 
tear the buildings down, the tracks were laid under them, this being 
the case with the Edinboro Hotel. By this change of route the dan- 
gerous crossing at grade of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford R. R., and the Boston & Albany R. R., has been abolished. 

Worcester Division. — It was expected that the whole line of the 
Providence, Warren & Bristol Branch, from Providence to Fall 
River, Mass., would have been in operation by electricity several 
months ago. The road was bonded, trolley poles erected, cars and 
all equipment furnished, but then the work stopped. After the 
contract was made between the Union Railroad and the Con- 
solidated road, by which the former road was to take all cars at 
Watchemoket station and run them to the Union station at Provi- 
dence, it was found that in order to do the work efficiently it 
would be necessary to lay a double track across Washington 
bridge. The Union Railroad therefore applied to the authorities 
of the city of Providence and of the town of East Providence for 
permission to do so. After considerable time had passed the per- 
mission was given, upon the condition that the Union Railroad 
should strengthen the bridge in such manner as should be deemed 
necessary by the chief engineer of the city of Providence, and 
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under his direction. Plans were prepared and the necessary iron 
work ordered, but it did not arrive till the advent of cold weather,, 
and the city authorities decided that the work could not be done 
in a proper manner during cold weather. So the same back-in 
and back-out and transfer of passengers at Fox Point station con- 
tinues as heretofore. There are rumors of other reasons being 
the real ones for the delay, but they are denied by the railroad 
officials. 

At Woonsocket important changes are in progress. The round- 
house has been destroyed by fire, and it has been decided to have 
engines and cars taken care of at Blackstone Junction. The 
transfer connecting line between the Worcester Division and the 
Midland Division has been double-tracked, and an additional 
track, one-half mile in length, been builded ; this will admit of the 
transfer of the locomotives and cars of the Midland Division to 
Blackstone Junction, and will generally be of great value in en- 
abling the business of the two divisions in Woonsocket to be con- 
solidated in many ways for the mutual benefit of the railroad 
company and the public. A new interlocking tower and plant 
has been placed at the junction of the tracks of the two divisions. 

Side or Spur Tracks for commercial enterprises have been put 
in at several different places, it being the policy of the company 
to do everything in its power to encourage manufacturing enter- 
prises. Among the more notable of these is a track at Warren to 
connect with the new cotton mill that is nearly completed ; a. track 
at Phillipsdale to the new bleachery of Hon. Frederick C. Sayles;. 
to the Leach coal yard at Lonsdale ; and to the Hand Brewing 
Co., and other enterprises near Darlington station, in the city of 
Pawtucket. 

COEEESPONDENCE. 

Again I have to report a large increase in the correspondence 
of the office. This comes not only from the necessary relations- 
between the office and the railroad managers, but from others- 
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who are interested in railroad statistics and railroad legislation. 
Banking-houses and investment agencies are interested in the 
financial standing of the different steam and street roads as shown 
in their annual reports, and the study of railroads, in their various 
relations to the public, has become a recognized necessity in 
many colleges and technical schools. 

The following are some of the more important portions of the 
-correspondence for the year : 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Jan. 1, 1899. 
■George P. Maoner, 

General Manager Newport St. R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir :— In answer to yours of the 29th ult., I think whenever a person is 
injured sufficiently to require the services of a physician, or to be carried home 
in ambulance, the matter should be reported to me. Each company provides 
their own blank forms. What I wish is the date of the accident, name of 
party injured, extent of injuries, so far as possible at time, and what disposition 
was made of person, etc. If there.are or were any witnesses, the names should 
be given of two or three, aud also the names of motor-man and conductor. 
As under our present law the coroner calls and holds inquest, I do not hold in- 
vestigation unless requested by injured parties, or I find some neglect on the 
part of the employees. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Jan. 2, 1899. 
Hon. C. Peter Clark, 

General Superintendent Eastern Division. 

Dear Sir : — I very much dislike to find fault, and generally have had to do 
but a very little in the relations of this office with the several railroads doing 
business in this State. Until a short time ago, I received the reports, required 
by law, in regard to accidents to persons on the roads, promptly and fully. But 
of late it is entirely different. There have been a number of accidents, one of a 

7 
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woman fatally injured at grade crossing, Foundry street, Central Falls ; one at 

Woonsocket, and others of which I have had no report. These reports should' 

be made promptly and fully. Will you personally give the necessary orders to 

that effect. My report to the General Assembly is up to Dec. 81, 1898. Will 

you kindly see that all reports of accidents up to that date are forwarded to me 

at once, and greatly oblige. 

Yours, 

E. L FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State op Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Jan. 16, 1899. 
H. M. Young, Esq., 

Supt. Woonsocket St. R. R. Go. 

Dear Sir:— In answer to yours of 18th inst. It is hard to draw an exact 
line in regard to what accidents are to be reported. The law says that where 
an accident results in the loss of life, or of injury to person or persons, it is to be 
reported. It seems to me that when a person is so injured as to require to be 
carried away in ambulance or carriage, or to need *the services of a physician, 
the accident should be reported, whether it is the fault of the company or the 
person himself. In case an accident is not reported, however slight, it gives- 
the person a much better chance for damages. 

Respectfully yours. 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. L, Feb. 23, 1899. 
Samuel Knous, Esq. 

Dear Sir : — In answer to yours of 20th inst. Section 40 of Chapter 187 of 
the General Laws is as follows : 

"Sec. 40. Every railroad or portion of a railroad built in this State for public 
use, by itself or in connection with any other railroad without charter or license 
from the General Assembly first had and obtained, is declared to be a public 
nuisance." 

Sectiou 41 provides that the attorney -general shall proceed to abate the 
nuisance. 
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My report for 1898 will be ready in a few days, and will be forwarded as per 

.your application. 

Yours, etc., 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Feb. 25, 1899. 
Hon. R. S. Kayler, 

Commissioner of Railroads and Telegraphs of Ohio. 

Dear Sir: — In answer to yours of the 21 st inst. This State does not tax 
steam railroads after their charters have been granted. The several towns and 
-cities, through which the roads run, tax their real estate at the same rate as other 
property. I send by this mail copy of the railroad laws of the State together 
with the law which taxes the street railways. I will send copy of report for 
year 1898, in a few days, as soon as issued. 

Yours respectfully, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., March 9, 1899. 
Hon. Wm. C. Clarke, 

President Sea View R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir :— Early in the autumu of 1898 you made, on behalf of the Sea 
View R. R., an application to me for permission to cross the tracks of the New- 
port & Wickford R. R. & S. S. Co.. near their station in Wickford, at grade. 
This application was opposed by the officers of the Wickford road, and I ex- 
amined the location carefully and gave a public hearing at which all parties 
were heard. I decided that, in my opinion, you had no legal right to go into 
the town of North Kingstown, as you had not filed any location in said town as 
required by your charter. Since that time the location of said road has been 
duly filed, on the 15th of February, 1899. I have also received a communication 
from Hon. J. W. Miller, president of the Wickford R. R., in which he with- 
draws all opposition to said crossing on the behalf of said road. 

After careful consideration, in view of the fact that it would be almost im- 
possible for your road to cross underneath the Wickford R. R. road-bed, and 
that it would entail a very heavy expense to cross above the road-bed, and at 
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the same time would prevent your junction with said road, and the use of its 
road-bed and tracks to the wharves. *«s is contemplated, I have granted your 
application. It is, however, a part of this agreement th&t every car on your road 
when approaching this crossing, in either direction, shall come to a full stop at a 
distance of twenty feet from the tracks of said road, and the car is not to pro- 
ceed until the conductor thereof shall leave the car, go forward to the road-bed, 
and see that the tracks are clear in each direction before proceeding. Also, if at 
any time hereafter I shall find that other precautions are necessary for safety, 
either interlocking with switches or electric signals, the same shall be put in by 
your company, as I may order. 

Yours respectfully, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R, I., March 23, 1899. 
Thomas J. Peirce. Esq., 

Town Clerk of North Kingstown and Secretary of Commission on location of 

Sea View R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir : — Your favor of 16th inst. received. I have endeavored to find 

some form for the proceeding you ask about, but find nothing specially adapted 

to the case. I should think that, subject to the provisions of the charter of said 

Sea View R. R., and the laws of the State, a notice should be given similar to 

any notice when land is taken for public use. I suppose the Supreme Court of 

your county has full jurisdiction of the matter, and could give you explicit 

directions. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. l. freeman, 

Railroad Cfmtmissioner. 

State of Michigan. 

The State Board of Assessors, 

Ann Arbor, April 10, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir :— The State Board of Assessors of Michigan desire to know the 
procedure for the assessment of railroad, telegraph, telephone, and express 
companies in your State. 

Any information which you may be able to send me, and any forms used for 
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reports from these corporations will be of assistance to our board, and will be 
greatly appreciated as a special favor from you. 

Very respectfully yours, 

O. E. BUTTERFIELD. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., April 17, 1899. 
O. E. Butterfield, Esq., ^ 

Secretary State Board of Assessors, Michigan. 

Dear Sir : — In answer to yours of 10th, I enclose blank forms of reports 
made to State Auditor by express companies, and also by telephone and tele- 
graph companies. Those street railways that accepted the act of last j'ear, pay 
an annual tax to the State of 1 per cent, on their gross earnings. The steam 
railroads pay no tax to the State, but pay in the several cities and towns a tax 
upon their real estate in the same manner as other property does. 

Respectfully yours. 

E. L FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Cumberland, R. I., April 19, 1899. 
To the Honorable Edward L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner of the State of Rhode Island. 

Respectfully represents the undersigned, the Cumberland Street Railway 
Company, a corporation duly organized under the laws of the State of Rhode 
Island, and located and doing business in the town of Cumberland, in said State, 
that it desires to lay out and build its road and lay its tracks across the railroad 
of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad Company, leased to the New 
York and New England Railroad Company, at Abbott street in said town of 
Cumberland, and across the railroad of the New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad Company at Mill street, in said town of Cumberland. 

Wherefore it prays that you grant consent to the said Cumberland Street 
Railway Company the right to lay out or build its road and lay its tracks 
across the railroad and tracks of said Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad 
Company, leased, as aforesaid, at Abbott street, and of the New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company at Mill street, at grade, in the said town 
of Cumberland. 

And your petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray. 

CUMBERLAND STREET RAILWAY CO., 

By Henry V. A Joslin, Secretary. 
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State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., April 24, 1899. 
Hon. Edward G. Buckland, 

Attorney New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. 

Dear Sir : — A petition has been filed in this office, on behalf of the Cumber- 
land Street Railway Co., asking for permission to build its road and lay its 
tracks across the railroad of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad, leased 
to the New York & New England R. R. Co. , at Abbott street, in the town of 
Cumberland, and also across the railroad of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford Railroad, at Mill street, in said town of Cumberland, at grade. 

I shall make an examination of the premises and location, and afterwards will 
give a hearing upon the matter, of which due notice will be given you. I 
expect to visit the location Tuesday afternoon about 3 o'clock. 25th inst. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. L, April 29, 1899. 
Tennessee Railroad Commission. 

Gentlemen : — Yours of 25th inst. received. The State of Rhode Island does 
not lay any direct tax on steam railroads ; their road-bed, stations, and other 
real estate are taxed in the several towns and cities where located, and the per- 
sonal property is not taxed at all. So you see I have no way of answering 
your questions, except as above. The street roads pay a tax of 1 per cent, on 

their gross receipts. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Jose, Parker & Co., Bankers, 

31 State Street, Boston, May 1, 1899. 
E. L. Freeman, Esquire, 

Railroad Commissioner, Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — Would you be kind euough to send us certificate worded as fol- 
lows, and sworn to before a notary public, such as was given to the Secretary 
of State of Rhode Island : 
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I, E. L. Freeman, Railroad Commissioner of Rhode Island and Provideuce 
Plantations, hereby certify that an amount of capital stock of the Pawcatuck 
Valley Street Railway Company equal to (33£) thirty-three and one-third per 
cent, of the mortgage debt has been paid in in cash and expended upon the road 
and that there has also been expended upon the said road an amount of money 
equal to the amount of said corporation's bonded debt. 

(signed) E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

as we wish to file the same in the office of the Secretary of State of Maine. 

Any expenses which you may be put to, we will forward to you upon receipt 
of your memorandum of the same. Thanking you in advance for your kind- 
ness, we beg to remain, 

Yours truly, 

JOSE, PARKER & CO. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., May 9, 1899. 

I, E. L. Freeman, Railroad Commissioner of the State of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, hereby certify that an amount of capital stock of the Paw- 
catuck Valley Street Railway Company equal to (33i) thirty- three and one- third 
per cent, of the mortgage debt has been paid in in cash and expended upon the 
road, and that there has also been expended upon the said road an amount of 
money equal to the amount of said corporation's bonded debt. 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Pawtucket, R. I., June 6, 1899. 
Hon E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner. ' 

Dear Sir : — In accordance with a vote of the board of aldermen, a copy of 
which is hereto annexed, you are respectfully requested to consent to the lay 
out of Webster street and Coyle avenue, by the city of Pawtucket, across the 
tracks of the Providence Branch of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad Company, at grade. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN J. KENYON, 

Acting Mayor. 
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The City of Pawtocket. 

Resolution op the Board op Aldermen. 

Resolved, That the Mayor be and he is hereby directed to ask the consent of the 
Railroad Commissioner to the lay out of Webster street and Coyle avenue across 
the tracks of the East Providence branch of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford Railroad Company, at grade. 

Statu: of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioned, 

Providence, R. I., June 8, 1898. 

Hon. John J. Kenyon, 

Acting Mayor, City of Pawtucket. 

Dear Sir :— Your favor of 7th inst., enclosing resolution passed by the board 
of aldermen of the city of Pawtucket, asking consent to lay out Webster street 
and Coyle avenue, in the city of Pawtucket, across the tracks of New York, 
New Haven & Hartford R. R., at grade, received this A. M I will go with you 
on Wednesday, June 14, at 3 o'clock P. M., and examine the localities ; if it is 
agreeable to you to meet me at that time please notify me to that effect. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commimoner. 

State op Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., June 8, 1899. 

Hon. Edward G. Buckland, 

N. F., N. II. & H. R. R. 

Dear Sir : — The board of aldermen of the city of Pawtucket have asked my 
consent to the lay out of Webster street and Coyle avenue across the tracks of 
the New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R., East Providence Division, at 
grade. If you desire to come out and look the matter over with me, in con- 
junction with city authorities, on Wednesday, June 14th, at 3 o'clock, I shall be 
pleased to have you do so. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commiisioner. 
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Board of State House Commissioners, 

306, 807, 308, Industrial Trust Co. Building, 

Providence, R. I., June 7, 1899. 
Hon. Edward L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, Central Falls, R. 1. 

The Board of State House Commissioners request that you forward to their 
office, 808 Industrial Trust Go. building, a detailed list of such furniture as you 
will require in occupying your rooms in the new State House in addition to that 
which you now have. 

The board will not be able to refurnish entirely the offices of the various de- 
partments ; they desire to place in the new building all furniture which is in 
good order and still serviceable. Much of the furniture now used by the de- 
partments is as good as new, though some is not ; the latter will have to be 
replaced, and such additional furniture bought as is necessary. 

Will you kindly state in your list what kind of wood is required to make the 
new furniture harmonious with that which you now have. 

Yours truly, 

E. K. GLEZEN, 

Secretary. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Oommissioer, 

Providence, R. L, June 8, 1899. 
To the Board of State House Commissioners. 

Gentlemen : — In answer to yours of 7th inst. , would say that the only 
furniture I have as Railroad Commissioner is a plain book case. I did have a 
small roll-top desk and one chair, but the Insurance Department confiscated 
them. I have never been informed as to size, number, or location of rooms in 
new State House designed for this department, and, therefore, cannot tell in 
detail what is needed. There are a book-case, large and small desk, type-writer 
desk, and chairs in the State Auditor's office which I think could be utilized 
for my office, if the auditor's is to be newly furnished, and I would respectfully 
ask for them if the Board should see fit to grant the request. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

8 



68 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., June 10, 1899. 
Hon. C. Peter Clark, 

Gen'l Supt. , Eastern Division, N. Y. , N. H. & H. R. R. Go. 

Dear Sir : — There seems to be quite an unnecessary delay in reporting 

accidents to this office, and it keeps my work behind, and I am unable to answer 

questions in regard to same. May 25, a man was killed at Tin Bridge ; about 

that date an employee had a knee-cap broken on India Point freight ; June 1, 

Frank Saul, brakeman, was injured seriously at Horton's Grove. No reports of 

these accidents have been received, though I have had reports of more recent 

dates. 

Very respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., June 10, 1899. 
A. T. Potter, Esq., 

General Manage?' Union Railroad Go. 

Dear Sir : — There have been several accidents, reported in papers, of which 

I have received no official report. May 3, Wm. Anderson, at Pawtucket. June 

1, June 4, June 8, etc. 

Yours, etc., 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Interstate Commerce Commission, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, June 56, 1899. 

The Railroad Commissioner of Rhode Island, 

Providence, R. L 

Dear Sir : — I am preparing short synopses of the laws of the various States 
relating to safety appliances on railroads, with a view of inserting them in the 
printed program which it is intended to have ready at the opening of the com- 
ing National Convention of Railroad Commissioners. Kindly look over and 
carefully revise the enclosed statement relating to the safety appliance laws of 
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your State, and return in the enclosed franked envelope to this office as soon as 

practicable. 

Very respectfully, 

EDW. A. MOSELEY, 

Secretary. 

United States Industrial Commission, 

Madison, Wis., June 27, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir :— The Industrial Commission has authorized me to prepare a report 

to the "federal government on the charters under which American railways are 

now operated ; the nature and degree of public control which the States exercise 

by means of these charters ; the extent and limits of public control possible 

under existing charters, etc. Will you not kindly send me reprints of charters, 

codifications of railway laws, and such other helpful material as you may have 

at your disposal. What kind of charter do you think should be adopted ? Any 

additional material or observations which you may have the kindness to offer 

will be cordially appreciated. Thanking you in advance for your assistance, 

I am, 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. H. MEYER, 
Assistant Expert Agent an Transportation. 

Law Offices of John W. Hinsdale, 

Citizens National Bane Building, 

Raleigh, N. C, July 4, 1899. 
Clerk of the Railroad Commission, 

State of Rhode Island, Newport, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — I will be exceedingly obliged if you will inform me what is the 
usual or average assessment or valuation for taxation in your State of rolling 
stock mentioned on the enclosed paper, which is used on first class roads. If 
you cannot give me the information, will you kindly hand this letter to the 
officer of your State government who can do so. 

May I also beg that you will write me what is the lowest first and second class 
passenger rate which has been established on any of the railroads in your State, 
and to which roads the rate applies. 

It is important that I should have this information as early as possible to use 

before the railroad commission of North Carolina, in which I represent the State. 

Thanking you in advance, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

JOHN W. HINSDALE. 
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State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., July 7, 1899. 
John W. Hinsdale, Esq. 

Dear Sir : — Yours of July 4th at hand. The State of Rhode Island does not 
lay any direct tax upon steam railroads. Their real estate, stations, road-bed, 
etc. , are taxed in the several cities and towns where located, and the personal 
property is not taxed at all. So you see we have no way of answering your 
questions. The street roads pay a tax of one per cent, on gross receipts. 

Respectfully yours, 

J. W. FREEMAN, 

Deputy Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., July 20, 1899. 
Howard C. Forbes, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — The information you wish relative to " car-miles " is not con- 
tained in the returns made to this office, and I do not know where it can be 
obtained except at the offices of the various companies. 

The Railroad Commissioner's reports may be found in the annual bound volume 
of •' Acts, Resolves, and Reports " of the General Assembly, in the office of the 
Secretary of State, State House, Providence, and possibly, and more con- 
veniently, in the office of the Secretary of State of Massachusetts. 

Yours truly, 

J. W. FREEMAN, 

Dept. R. R. Commissioner. 

Treasury Department, 

Bureau of Statistics, 

Washington, D. C, July 10, 1899. 

Dear Sir : — The Bureau of Statistics is engaged in a study of the internal 
commerce of the United States. The general scope of the work will comprehend 
the whole field of transportation, by land and water, in so far as it is not in- 
cluded in the external commerce of the United States, that is, the commerce 
between this and other countries. 

It is the purpose of this Bureau, however, to coordinate its work as far as 
possible with that of other National and State Boards, and investigating com- 
missions, and it is with this view that I write you. I desire to complement 
rather than to duplicate the work of other bureaus and statistical bodies, and, 
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where possible, to branch off into original investigations. I should therefore 
be grateful for any suggestions as to the scope, trend, or method of our inquiries 
which your experience may suggest. 

You would also place me under obligations by causing to be sent to me such 
publications of your commission, or other information, as in your judgment 
may prove helpful to us. I send you by this mail a series of our more recent 
special publications, and desire to express my willingness to cooperate with you 
in any way in my power. 

At present the Bureau is engaged in an investigation into the volume, direc- 
tion, and general conditions of the grain and flour traffic of the United States. 
It would be of great assistance to us to know whether in the several States or any 
of them there have been collected reliable data bearing upon the interstate rail' 
road traffic in cereals, or whether it would be possible through your agency or 
in any other manner to obtain that information. 

Very truly yours, 

O. P. AUSTIN, 

Chief of Bureau. 
Railroad Commission, 

E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Providence, R. I. 

Central Falls, R. L, August 11, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Dear Sir :— Yesterday I desired to take the 1:10 P. M. train from this place 

for Providence; as I neared the station a freight train was passing north, the 

soutk bound passenger train pulled into the depot. After waiting a fraction of 

a minute started off, leaving a number of passengers to wait for the next train. 

There was no train immediately following, and the conductor was absolutely 

without excuse for doing as he did. 

I hope this will enlist your attention. 

Respectfully, 

D. A. COFFIN. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., August 12, 1899. 
C Peter Clark, Esq., 

General Superintendent, Eastern Divisian. 

, Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of several complaints from Central Falls people 
who come up Central street to take passenger trains, that their progress has 
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been blocked by freight trains on tracks nearest them, and that when freight got 
out of the way, and they were able to cross, they found the train they wished 
to take had come in and gone. These people were intending to take train on the 
station side, and came up the highway in ample time to do so had they been able 
to cross. A specific instance was the 1:10 train from Central Falls to Provi- 
dence, August 10. 

I have been an eye-witness of two of these occasions, and also of the same 
thing at the Woodlawn station. c 

If you will change these conditions the public will appreciate it. 
I have also lately noticed several express trains pass the Central Falls station 
and grade crossing without ringing their bells. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. W. FREEMAN, 

Dept. Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. L, August 12, 1899. 
D. H. Coffin, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — Yours of 11th inst. at hand. I have forwarded your complaint 
to Gen. Manager of the road, and hope to have the conditions of which you 
complain changed for the better. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. W. FREEMAN, 

Deputy R. R. Commissioner. 

The New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co. 

Office of the General Superintendent, 
Eastern District. Boston, Mass., August 23, 1899. 

Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — Replying to your favor of August 12th, concerning complaint 

from the Central Falls people in regard to passenger trains being blocked by 

freight trains while at that station, beg to advise that we have taken the matter up 

with all concerned, and we have no fear of any occasion for further complaints 

of this kind. 

Yours truly, 

C. PETER CLARK, 

General Superintendent. 
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Howard C. Forbes, Engineer, 

4 State St., Boston. 

Boston, August 15th, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — I am making up some figures from the railroad commissioner's 
reports, on account of which I desire to consult them back to 1890, and in ac- 
cordance with your letter of July 21st, I am attempting to do this at the State 
Library here. This I find rather inconvenient, necessitating a great deal of 
travel back and forth on my part. If you have any of the reports referred to 
on hand, I shall appreciate it if you will send me them. 

Yours very truly, 

HOWARD C. FORBES. 



Office of Town Clerk, 

Lincoln, R. I. August 4. 1899. 
Hon Edward L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Dear Sir:— At a meeting of the town council, held August 3d, 1899, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Hon. Edward L. Freeman, as Railroad Commissioner of 
the State of Rhode Island, be and he is hereby requested to order the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, the corporation operating the rail- 
road which crosses one of the public highways of the town of Lincoln, at the 
village of Albion, to cause flagmen to be placed at said Albion crossing at all 
hours of the day and night. 

Yours respectfully, 

CHARLES F. EASTON, 

Council Clerk. 

State of Rhode Island, etc 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., August 24, 1899. 

Chas. F. Easton, Esq., 

Council Clerk. 

My Dear Sir :— Yours of August 4th, notifying Railroad Commissioner of 
resolution of town council of Lincoln, relative to flagman at Albion crossing, at 
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band this day. The Commissioner, at present away, will return early in 
September, and your letter will promptly be brought to his attention. 

Yours truly, 

J. W. FREEMAN, 

Deputy R. R. Commissioner. 

The New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., 

Department op Law, Real Estate and Taxes (Providence Office), 

Providence, R. I., August 5, 1899. 
J W. Freeman, Esq., 

Deputy Railroad Commissioner, Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — A Mr. Strandberg, who lives with his father near the grade cross- 
ing at Dexter street, on the Stonington Division, has called at my office stating 
that his father is very ill, and is not expected to live, and that he is much dis- 
turbed by the crossing whistles at Dexter street, and requests that the whistling 
be discontinued during his father's illness. He informs me that the crossing is 
now protected by electric bells, gates and a flagman. 

I told him that under the statute I did not feel at liberty to request the man- 
agement to discontinue the whistling excepting with your permission. 

Will you kindly permit the discontinuance of whistling at said crossing until 

Mr. Strandberg recovers, or until for any other reason you see fit to have the 

whistling resumed. 

Yours truly, 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Attorney. 

State op Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., August 5, 1899. 
Edward G. Buckland, Esq., 

Attorney, N. T. t N. H. & H. R. R. 

Dear Sir : — You are hereby authorized to discontinue, until further notice, 
locomotive whistling at the Dexter street crossing, on the Stonington Division, 
Providence, it having been represented to me that said whistling is very dis- 
tressing to one Strandberg, living near said crossing, who is dangerously ill, and 
that his life might be prolonged by such discontinuance. All the other safe- 
guards are to be kept up as at present. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. W. FREEMAN, 

Deputy R. R. Commissioner. 
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Office of United States Industrial' Commission, 

Madison, Wis., August 18, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

R. R. Com., Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir: — In an old law, 1836, of your State, I notice the creation of a rail- 
way commission. Is the present commission a continuation of this early insti- 
tution ? What, as a matter of fact, were the duties actually performed by the 
commission of 1836 ? 

I shall appreciate any information which you may have the kindness to send. 

Enclosed please find franked envelope for a reply. Any printed material which 

you may have relating to commissions aud railway charters can also be sent 

under cover of the same. 

Very truly, 

B. H. MEYER, 

Asst. Expert Agt. on Transportation. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 14, 1899. 
Thomas J. Peikce, Esq., 

Coroner. 

Dear Sir : — Will you please send me a copy of the testimony taken, and also 
of your decision and report upon the collision on the Sea View R. R., near 
Saunderstown, in August last, if said decision has been rendered. Send bill of 
expense of furnishing said testimony, and I will send check for same. An early 
compliance with this request will greatly oblige and will be apppreciated by, 

Yours truly, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 14, 1899. 
George W. Steadman, Esq., 

Superintendent Pawcatuck Valley St. R. R. 

Dear Sir : — I am informed that a collision between two cars of your road 

occurred on the 6th of August, 1899. Sec. 3, Chapter 187. of the General Laws 

of the State of Rhode Island requires that immediate notice of said accident be 

sent to the Railroad Commissioner. No notice has been received at this office. 

9 
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Will you at once send me full detailed account of said accident, with names of 
all persons injured, and all proceedings in relation thereto, and oblige, 

Yours, etc., 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

State op Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 

Washington County, District op Narragansbtt, 

Office op the Council Clerk. 
To Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner of the State of Rhode Island. 

Sir : — At a meeting of the District Council of said District of Narragansett, 
held on the 21st day of August, 1899, said council adjudged a highway neces- 
sary as follows, viz. : 

Commencing at the corner of Westmoreland street and Gibson avenue, and 
thence running in a southerly direction over Gibson avenue to Wardsworth 
street, so called ; thence running in a westerly direction over said Wardsworth 
street about twenty-four hundred feet, thence running southerly to Hazard 
avenue, so-called ; thence running in a southerly and westerly direction to the 
Old Point Judith road, a highway so-called ; and ordered that the same be 
surveyed, bounded, and marked out, and appointed a committee for that pur- 
pose, and to make return thereon to said council. 

Said proposed new highway, as above designated to be laid out, crosses the 
line of the Sea View Railroad Company at a point near said Old Point Judith 
road, and pursuant to Chapter 187, section 45, of the General Laws of Rhode 
Island, it is necessary to obtain the consent of the Railroad Commissioner before 
crossing a railroad with a highway at grade; you are hereby respectfully re- 
quested to grant your permission, in writing, that said new proposed highway, 
as above designated, may be laid out across said Sea View Railroad, at grade. 
Said highway to be laid a width of feet. 

WM. H. CASWELL, 

Council Clerk. 
September 11, 1899. 

Sea View Railroad Company, 

Narragansett Pier, R. I., Sept. 15, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

R. R. Commissioner. 

Dear Sir : — The District of Narragansett are about to lay out and establish 
a highway in a southerly direction from Narragansett Pier, which will be of 
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great advantage to said District, and which will cross the line of the Sea View 
Railroad, at grade. 

The "Sea View Railroad Company desire to aid in the matter, and, therefore, 
offer no objections. Sincerely yours, 

WM. C. CLARKE, 

President Sea View Railroad Co* 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner. 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 16, 1899. 
Wm. H. Caswell, Esq., 

Clerk of Council, District of Narragansett. 

Dear Sir : — Your favor of 11th inst. at hand, enclosing vote of the Council 
of the District of Narragansett, asking my consent for said Council to lay out 
and establish a highway across the Sea View R. R., at a point near the Old 
Point Judith road, so-called. 

In answer to above request, I have made suitable inquiries, and find that the 
same is favored by all parties in interest ; that there is an unobstructed view for 
a long distance ; that said highway will be a great advantage to the inhabitants 
of said district ; that there is no other feasible way of crossing said Sea View 
R. R. f except at very great expense and inconvenience; I, therefore, hereby 
give my consent to the lay out and establishment of said highway across the 
road-bed of said Sea View R. R., as per the above request. 

Respectfully yours. 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner, 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 21, 1899. 
To the Honorable the Town Council of the Town of Lincoln. 

Gentlemen : — I have received, through the town clerk of the town of Lin- 
coln, a resolution, adopted by said town council, asking me to order the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co. to place a flagman at the grade cross- 
ing in the village of Albion, said town, at all hours of the day and night. 

I will give a hearing upon this matter to the parties in interest, at the State 

House, in the city of Providence, on Friday the 29th day of September, 1899, at 

(10) ten o'clock A. M. * 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
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State op Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, i 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 21, 1899. 
Hon. Edward G. Buckland, 

Representing N. F., iV. II. dt II. R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir:— -The town council of the town of Lincoln, R. I., have passed a 
resolution requesting me to order the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co. to place 
a flagman at the grade crossing of said railroad company's tracks in the village 
of Albion, in said town, at all hours of the day and night. 

I will give a hearing upon this matter, to the parties in interest, at the State 

House, in the city of Providence, on Friday the 29th day of September, 1899, at 

10 o'clock A. M. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

The New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., 

Department of Law, Real Estate, and Taxbs (Providence Office), 

Providence, R. I., September 22, 1899. 
E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Railroad Commissioner, Central Falls, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — Yours of the 21st inst., informing me that the town council 9/ 
the town of Lincoln had passed a resolution requesting you to order this com- 
pany to place flagmen at the grade crossing in the village of Albion at all hours 
of the daj r and night, and stating that you would give a hearing to the parties 
in interest in this matter, at the State House, in the city of Providence, at 10 
A. M., Friday September 29th, 1899, duly received. 

I thank you very much for giving me this notice, and will be present at the 

hearing. 

Yours very truly, 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

• Attorney. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 27, 1899. 

To the Honorable the Town Council of the Town of Lincoln, R. I., 

Gentlemen : — At the request of parties interested, the hearing announced for 
Friday September 27 is hereby continued for one week, and will be held in the 
State House, Providence, on the 6tb of October, at (10) ten o'clock A. M. The 
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hearing is on the question of stationing flagmen at Albion village, N. Y., N. 
H. & H. R. R. Co. , all hours, day and night. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Norfolk and Western Railway Co., 

Philadelphia, September 30, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Railroad Commissioner, Providence, Rhode Island. 

Dear Sir : — Have you any statistics which would give the number of acci- 
dents which have occurred between steam railroads and street railways, includ- 
ing electric trolley lines, at grade crossings in your State, and giving also the 
number of persons killed and injured by each accident, during, say, a period of 
one or two years past ? If so, I would like to obtain them. 

I appreciate that I may be asking for figures which may be some trouble for 
you to obtain, or which you may not have, but if you do have them, I shall be 
glad to pay the expense which may be involved in having them compiled from 
your records. 

I regret to ask you to do this, but I do not know any other authoritative 
source from* which these figures can probably be obtained. 

Yours trulv, 

JOS. E. DORAN, 

General Solicitor, 

State op Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Oct. 21, 1899. 
Joseph E. Doran, Esq., 

General Solicitor. 

Dear Sir :— In answer to yours of Sept. 30, asking for statistics in regard to 
accidents which have occurred at grade crossings between steam and street rail- 
roads, I would say that there are but a few places in the State where steam and 
street roads cross at grade, and there has never been an accident of any kind at 
these crossings. Wherever they cross I require the electric or street road to 
stop their cars twenty feet from rails of steam road ; the conductor to go to 
the front, and when the line is clear signal his motorman to start, and not till 

then is be allowed to move. 

Truly yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
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The New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., 

Department op Law, Real Estate, and Taxes (Providence Office), 

Providence, R. I., November 4, 1899. 
E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Railroad Commissioner, Central Falls, R. I. 

My Dear Sir : — Yours of the 2d inst. , stating your decision and order in 
relation to the application of the town council of the town of Lincoln, R. I., to 
place flagmen at the grade crossing over the highway in the village of Albion, 
of said town, duly received. I will communicate your order at once to the 
proper authority, and see that it is carried out. 

Yours very truly, 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Attorney. 

The New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., 
Department of Law, Real Estate, and Taxes (Providence Office), 

Providence, R. I., November 17, 1899. 
E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Railroad Commissioner, Central Falls, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — I am advised by the superintendent of the Worcester Division 

that the electric bell ordered by you has been installed at the Albion crossing, 

and is now in operation. 

Yours truly, 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Attorney. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. L, Nov. 22, 1899. 
Edward R. Price, Esq., 

Treasurer Interstate Consolidated Street R. R. 

Dear Sir : — In the annual return of said railroad received by me, I find that 
14 passengers were injured in R. I., and 6 persons injured getting on or off the 
cars, and 8 persons injured while walking on or crossing tracks, all in R. I. 

Are these items correct ? If so, these accidents have not been reported to me, 
as required by State law. If they occurred in Mass., they do not belong in my 
report. 

Will you kindly look this matter up and let me know, and oblige, 

Truly yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, ' 

Railroad Commissioner. 
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State op Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner 

Providence, R. I., Nov. 27, 1899. 
Mrs. Barry :— In answer to your request I have examined into the circum- 
stances connected with the accident which resulted in the death of William 
Barry of Salem, Mass., near the station at Central Falls, and all the information 
I have obtained is about as follows : 

On the train No. 379, New York, New Haven & Hartford R R., on the third 
day of Sept., 1898, there was a passenger from Boston for Central Falls. He 
was intoxicated, so that when the train arrived at Central Falls it was necessary 
for the conductor and brakeman to help him off the cars. 

On getting off the cars the man walked to the fence at the north end of depot, 

and when the train moved away, he was clinging to the fence. The gateman at 

the crossing says he saw the man holding on to the fence, and after the train 

started the man went up Railroad street away from the track, and he saw him 

no more. Nothing was seen of the man till about 1 o'clock, when he was found 

by James Hanrahan, night sergeant of police, lying upon the tracks, about 20 

* feet north of Cross street bridge, on south bound track, between the rails He 

was taken to the police station, Dr. George F. Howe was called in, and he found 

that his left leg was cut off just above the knee, his head cut in two places, and 

he had sustained other injuries. Upon the advice of the doctor he was sent to 

| the R. I. Hospital, where he died a short time afterwards. 

i He was probably struck by some engine or train while walking down the 

track. I have not been able to find any person who saw the accident, and the 

above facts are all I have succeeded in ascertaining in relation to same. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 



Pawtucket, R. I., November 24, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Dear Sir : — My attention has again been called to the dangerous crossings on 
the India Point branch road, and I would feel that I had been derelict in my 
duty if I neglected to again bring the matter to your attention. There is a great 
deal more passing at these crossings than you probably realize, and it is impera- 
tive that some protection should be afforded the public immediately. There 
have been four narrow escapes at these crossings in the past month, and the last 
accident will probably cost the company something, for a wagon was demolished, 
and the horse pulled the driver across the track, thereby saving his life. I hope 
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you will give this matter your immediate attention, for the safety of the public 

demands it. 

Respectfully yours, 

JOHN J. KENYON, 

Acting Mayor. 

The New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., 

Department op Law, Real Estate and Taxes (Providence Office), 

Providence, R. I., December 5, 1899. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Railroad Commissioner, Central Falls, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — Referring to the request of the city of Pawtucket for highway 
crossing at Coyle avenue and Webster street, I beg to say that on the 26th day 
of June, 1899, pursuant to agreement, I wrote to Hon. John J. Kenyon, Acting 
Mayor, a letter stating the company's position with reference to Coyle avenue 
and Webster street, also to the other grade crossings on the East Providence 
Branch. I have received no reply to that letter as yet. 

You will recall, I think, that upon the application of the city of Pawtucket 
for permission to cross, you notified both parties to appear and be heard ; that 
thereafter, by consent, a view was taken of the crossings in question, and it was 
agreed between the mayor of Pawtucket and myself that a proposition should 
be submitted by the railroad company looking to the protection of all crossings 
on the East Providence Branch. The letter above referred to was that propo- 
sition. 

Not having heard from the Pawtucket authorities it seems to me in order that 
the procedure should be revived and a hearing be held, and I would therefore 
thank you to appoint a time and place at which all parties could appear and be 
heard. 

I send you herewith a copy of the letter above referred to. 

Yours truly, 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Attorney. 

[Copy of letter from Mr. Buckland.] 

Hon. John J. Kenyon, 

Acting Mayor, Pawtucket , R. I. 

My Dear Sir : — Confirming our conference with the Railroad Commissioner 
concerning the proposed crossing at Webster street and Coyle avenue, in the 
city of Pawtucket, I beg to say that the proposed crossing of Webster street 
would be an exceedingly dangerous one because of its nearness to the freight 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. ?3 

yard at Darlington. The company feels that it could not assume the responsi- 
bility of the danger to the public which would occur at such a crossing. 

Coyle avenue presents a somewhat different question, and with it the whole 
subject of grade crossings on the East Providence Branch. You will no doubt 
recall that there are now twelve crossings exclusive of the proposed crossing at 
Coyle avenue, each of which is guarded day and night by flagmen, ordered by 
the board of aldermen of your city. This entails a large expense upon this 
company, which I thoroughly believe is not justified by the conditions which 
exist at the crossings. Please understand that there is no issue between the 
city of Pawtucket and this company upon the question of protecting the public 
at grade crossings. It is to the mutual interest of the company and the city 
that the danger should be made as slight as possible, and that the public should 
be protected by the most approved appliances. 

I think that the public would be better protected by automatic electric bells 
at the crossings mentioned than by the present method of flagmen. In this 
view I am supported by the Railroad Commissioner, whose experience in the 
installation and operation of safety appliances is much greater than mine. 

Under these circumstances I submit to you, as the representative of the city 
of Pawtucket, the question whether it would not be possible to lay before the 
Railroad Commissioner the whole situation on the East Providence Branch in Paw- 
tucket, and ask him under the powers given him by statute to order such safety 
appliances at each ofjhe crossings as would to his mind best protect the public. 
If this can be done, I believe that the company will see its way toward codper- 
ating with the city of Pawtucket regarding the lay out of Coyle avenue across 

the tracks of the company. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Attorney. 

State of Rhodb Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Dec. 16, 1899. 
To His Honor John J. Kenton, 

Acting Mayor of Pawtucket. 

Dear Sir:— On the 25th of Nov., 1899, I received a communication signed 
by you as Acting Mayor, in which you say: "My attention has again been 
called to the dangerous crossings on the India Point branch road, and I would 
feel that I had been derelict in my duty if I neglected to again bring the matter 
to your attention." " I hope you will give this matter your immediate atten- 
tion, for the safety of the public demands it." 

10 
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In answer would say that I am not aware that there are any legal grade 
crossings on the East Providence Branch of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford Railroad Co., within the territory of the city of Paw tucket, which are un- 
protected. I presume, however, that you allude to Webster street and Coyle 
avenue, where crossings have been made and are kept open contrary to the laws 
of the State. 

In 1890 the General Assembly passed an act, which was Chapter 031 of the 
Public Laws, since incorporated in Chapter 187 of the General Laws; Section 45 
of said chapter is as follows : 

" No railroad corporation shall lay out or build its road or lay its tracks across 
any railroad, street, highway, turnpike, or travelled way at grade, and no street, 
highway, turnpike, or road shall be laid out or built across any railroad track at 
grade, except by the consent of the railroad commissioner thereto, expressed 
in writing : Provided, that if said railroad commissioner shall refuse to consent 
to any such crossing at grade, said corporation, or any party aggrieved by such 
refusal, may petition the appellate division of the supreme court for relief, and 
the decision of said court shall be final. Said petition shall be preceded by 
citation to said railroad commissioner in substantially the same form, and the 
like procedure shall be had, as is prescribed in section three of chapter one 
hundred eighty -four." 

The foregoing section indicates clearly the manner, of procedure, both on the 
part of the railroad corporation and of the town or city wishing to make a 
grade crossing of a highway or of a railroad ; yet on the 18th of January, 1893, 
the city council of the city of Pawtucket voted to lay out Webster street, under 
the " betterment act," so-called, and the 10th of March, 1897, the board of alder- 
men of said city accepted Coyle avenue, which was a platted street. In neither 
of these cases was the consent of the Railroad Commissioner asked, or any notice 
given to him of the contemplated action of the city authorities. The line fences 
of the railroad company were taken down, and the crossings were thrown open 
to the public. 

On the 6th of June, 1899, more than six years after' Webster street had been 
laid out, and more than two years after Coyle avenue had been accepted, the 
city officials found that their action had been contrary to law, and the board of 
aldermen passed to following resolution : 

" Resolved, That the mayor be and he is hereby directed to ask the consent of 
the Railroad Commissioner to the layout of Webster street and Coyle avenue 
across the tracks of the East Providence Branch of the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad, at grade." 

On the 8th of June I notified the Mayor and New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford R. R. that I would meet them on the premises and consider said request. 
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Accordingly on that date I met the Mayor and other gentlemen of the city 
government, and officials representing the railroad company, and made a 
thorough inspection of the proposed grade crossings. It was admitted by all 
that a crossing at Webster street, adjoining the freight yards, and across which 
trains were continually switching, was not desirable if it could be avoided with- 
out incurring unreasonable expense. A plan was suggested by which streets 
parallel with the railroad on each side might be laid out connecting Webster 
street with Coyle avenue, as the distance between these streets is only about 
300 feet, or less. Several other plans were talked over, and finally it was 
agreed between His Honor the Mayor and Mr. Edward G. Bucklaod, represent- 
ing the railroad company, that a proposition should be submitted by the rail- 
road company looking to the protection of all crossings on the East Providence 
Branch. 

I consented to postpone my decision on the request of the city of Pawtucket 
for the two new grade crossings, pending such proposition, trusting that the 
problem might be solved by the parties themselves to their mutual advantage. 
I have received no notice from you as Acting Mayor in regard to the subject 
until your letter of Nov. 24, 1899. Upon receipt of this I immediately com- 
municated with the counsel of the New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. 
Co., and was informed by him that in pursuance of the aforementioned agree- 
ment with the Mayor, he had, on the 26th of June, 1899, submitted a propo- 
sition in relation to the proposed grade crossings, and other matters connected 
therewith, stating the views and position of the railroad company. To this 
proposition no answer had been returned, and the receipt thereof had not been 
acknowledged. 

As the idea of a mutual agreement has failed to materialize, I will give a hear- 
ing on the request of the city of Pawtucket for grade crossings at Webster 
street and Coyle avenue, in said city, to all parties concerned, in Providence, at 
the State House, at 10 o'clock A. M., on Friday the 22d day of December, 1899. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
Providence, R. I., Dec. 19, 1899. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Dec. 19, 1899. 
Edward G. Buckland, Esq., 

Attorney N. F., N. H. & H. R. R. Co. 
Dear Sir: — The city of Pawtucket has applied to me for my consent to lay 
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out and build highways at Webster street and Coyle avenue, said city, across 
the tracks of the East Providence Branch Railroad. 

I will give a hearing to all parties concerned, in the State House in Provi- 
dence on Friday Dec. 22, 1899, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

United States Commission to the Paris Exposition of 1900. 

Chicago Offices, December 21, 1899. 
State Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, Rhode Island. 

Dear Sir : — We beg to thank you for the copies of your reports for 1897 and 
1898, which have been duly received. They will be properly exhibited at the 
Paris Exposition, and entered in the French official catalogue. 
ThankiDg you for your promptness in sending these to us, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

WILLARD A. SMITH, 

J. H. C 

Director, Civil Engineering and Transportation. 

State of Rhode Island, etc. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., January 8, 1900. 
Hon. Edward G. Buckland, 

Attorney for New York, New Haven & Hwtford R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir :— In response to the request of the board of aldermen of the city of 
Paw tucket, for my consent for the lay out of highways across the tracks of the 
East Providence Branch, at Coyle avenue and Webster street in said city, I have 
given my consent to a crossing at Coyle avenue, and refused my consent to a 
crossing at Webster street. 

If this decision is not appealed from, and a grade crossing is established at 
Coyle avenue, I shall direct the said railroad company to put in electric bells at 
said Coyle avenue crossing, properly adjusted to give proper warning to all 
who approach the crossing at train time. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
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STREET RAILWAYS. 



The year 1899 has been a notable one for the improvements 
and extensions made by the existing lines, and also by the incor- 
poration of new companies. 

The Union Railroad Company, of Providence, has added to its 
direct mileage during the year 7*745 miles of single -track. Of 
this the principal extensions have been, the Douglass avenue, 
Chapin avenue, Elmwood avenue, Oaklawn, Hunt's Mills, and 
Riverside lines. 

The extension of the rails on Elmwood avenue was for the 
especial purpose of connecting with the old road-bed of the Oak- 
land Beach Branch of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
R. R., which is now owned by the Rhode Island Suburban Rail- ' 
way Company. 

The Union Railroad Co. has also built an addition to its car- 
house on Pawtucket avenue which doubles the former capacity of 
the building, and will furnish accommodations for the carft running 
between Providence and Cumberland, when the necessary con- 
nections are made and a new bridge erected across the Black- 
stone river at Central Falls. 

At its central power station on Eddy street, Providence, there 
has been added to the power equipment a cross compound engine, 
built by Files & Stowell, of Milwaukee, Wis. On the high 
pressure side the cylinder is 28 by 48 inches, and on the low 
pressure side the cylinder is 54 by 48 inches. Directly connected 
to the shaft of this engine is an electric generator, the armatures 
running at a speed of 300 revolutions per minute, and developing 
1,200 Kilo Watte; the nominal capacity of the engine is 1,609 
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horse power. Attached to the engine is a Blake vertical twin 
beam jet condenser, with two steam cylinders, 12 by 18 inches. 
The fly-wheel is of the same safety type as is used on the other 
engines in this station, the body being made of cast-iron in two 
parts, put together as a complete wheel, and then an open hearth 
cast steel ring is shrunk on the outside of the rim. Installed at 
this station are two 300 K. W. rotary transformers, and four 200 
K. W. static transformers. 

This company has made provision against being blocked by 
heavy snow-drifts by adding to its rolling stock a rotary snow- 
plow, made by the Peckham Motor Truck & Wheel Co. of Kings- 
ton, N. T., which it is expected will be of great service in keeping 
tracks clear* and not liable to the objections made to the plows 
heretofore used. This is the first rotary snow-plow that has been 
placed in the New England States. 

The Rhode Island Suburban Street Railway Company has been 
organized during the year, with a capital of $5,000,000, and has 
acquired by purchase the Cumberland Street Railway Company, 
with over 7 miles of track ; the Pawtuxet Valley Electric Street 
Eailway Company, with over 11 miles of track; the Oakland 
Beach Branch of the New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R., 
with over 10 miles of track ; and the Barrington, Warren & Bristol 
Railway Qompany. 

It has built a sub-station on the Oakland Beach Branch at 
Riverview, and installed therein two 250 K. W. rotary trans- 
formers, and four 150 K. W. static transformers. The current for 
this sub-station is generated at the central power station of the 
Union Railroad Co. in Providence, being taken from the bus-bars 
of the switch-board at that station into the direct current end of 
the rotary transformer there installed, passing from the alternat- 
ing current end at 440 volts direct to the switch-board, and 
thence to the static transformer, and from thence by the three 
wire system to the transformer at the sub-station. Here the cur- 
rent is taken into the alternating current end of the rotary trans- 
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former and brought out at the direct current end at 550 volts, and 
fed to the line for motor service on the Oakland Beach Division. 
The rolling stock for this division consists of 8 thirteen-bench 
open cars, 6 vestibule eight-wheel passenger cars, with reversible 
seats, seating 44 persons each, and 4 combination passenger and 
baggage cars, seating 30 persons each ; each car is equipped with 
4 fifty horse-power motors, and also with air brakes; they are 
warmed by electric heaters. The passenger cars of this division 
are larger than any electric cars used in this State, and in their 
construction and equipment everything has been provided that 
will conduce to the comfort and safety of the passengers. An 
electric locomotive to haul freight cars has also been provided. 

The Cumberland Division, consisting of seven miles of track, 
has been built during the past year, the cars provided, and it will 
be put in operation within a few weeks. 

Grants have been obtained from the towns of East Greenwich, 
Warwick, Barrington, and Warren, and the tracks on these di- 
visions will be laid during the year 1900. 

At the present time the total mileage of the Union Railroad 
Co., the Pawtucket Street Railway Co., and the Rhode Island 
Suburban Railway Co. is 173*121 miles. 

The Providence cfe Danielson Railway Company has not been 
pushed as fast as it was expected that it would be. Various com- 
plications have arisen as to its route in the several towns, which 



have caused delay. The towns of Scituate and Foster have 
agreed to its location, and a contract for the construction of the 
road has been made. Work has commenced in the town of Scit- 
uate, and the company expect to complete the road during the 
coming year. The officers of the road are as follows : President, 
Hon. Franklin P. Owen; Treasurer, Joel Hayden; Secretary, 
Franklin H. A. Smith, Jr. 

The Interstate Consolidated Street Railway, it is reported, has 
been absorbed by the United Traction Co., but it is still operated 
by the same management as formerly. 
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SUMMAET OF STATISTICS. 

There are thirteen street railway corporations organized in this 
State, one more than was reported last year ; of these, however, 
but ten are in -operation. These ten corporations report 183+ 
miles of road in this State, with 213+ miles of single track. Their 
paid-up capital stock is $10,982,000. They own 580 motor cars 
and 152 other cars. As compared with last year's report, the 
amount of capital stock shows an increase of $70,000. Increase 
in miles of road, 29; in miles of single track, 24. Three less 
motor cars are reported, and an increase of 20 other cars. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 

The funded debt of these corporations is $1,015,200; floating 
debt, $718,334*92 ; total indebtedness, $1,733,534*92. There is an 
increase in funded debt of $203,000 ; an increase of floating debt 
of $218,315*36 ; an increase in total indebtedness of $421,315*36. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The total receipts for the year were $2,266,171*69; total ex- 
penditures, $1,428,887*55 ; net earnings, $836,284*14. As compared 
with last year, these figures show an increase in receipts of $237,- 
478*60; an increase in expenditures of $211,562*02; and an in- 
crease in net earnings of $25,916*58. 

PROPERTY AND ASSETS. 

The total property and assets of these corporations are reported 
as $13,296,331*29 ; an increase over last year of $1,048,626-57. This 
amount is $580,796*37 more than the aggregate amount of capital 
stock and both funded and floating indebtedness. 

PASSENGERS CARRIED. 

The whole number of passengers carried was 44,603,401, an in- 
crease over the previous year of 4,623,401. Every one of the 
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roads reports an increase of passengers, the Union Railroad re- 
porting an increase of 2,182,456. 

EMPLOYEES. 

The whole number of persons employed by these corporations 
in this State is 1,329, which is 104 more than reported last year. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Dividends were paid by seven of these corporations, as follows : 

Union Railroad Co., 8 per cent. 

Pawtucket Street Railway Co., 8 per cent. 

Newport Street Railway Co., 7 per cent, on $30,000 of preferred 
stock ; no dividend on common stock. 

Providence Cable Tramway Co., 6 per cent. 

Interstate Consolidated Street Railway Co., 6 per cent. 

Pawcatuck Valley Street Railway Co., 2£ per cent. 

Newport and Fall River Street Railway Co., 3 per cent. 

The Woonsocket Street Railway Co. reported a deficit of $8,- 
993*21 ; the Pawtuxet Valley reported net earnings as $1,100:45, 
and the Sea View R. R. reported net earnings as $1,940'87. 

The total amount of dividends paid was $788,275. 

HEATING OF CARS. 

Of the passenger cars in use 269 are warmed by electric heaters. 
Nearly all the cars that are run in the fall and winter are heated 
by electric heaters; only three roads reported no cars thus 
equipped, the Woonsocket, the Pawcatuck Valley, and the Sea 
View. 

ACCIDENTS. 

There were forty-nine accidents reported to me as occurring in 

connection with the street railways, in which 4 persons were killed 

and 84 more or less injured. Of the persons killed, 2 were cross- 
n 
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ing the tracks in front of cars ; 1 was a woman lying beside the 
track ; 1 was an employee, killed in collision of cars. 

Of the 84 injured, 42 were passengers : by collision of cars, 16 ; 
by cars jumping tracks, 10 ; by getting on or off cars, 11 ; knocked 
from running-board by tree or car, 4 ; by breaking of car platform, 
1. Of the other 42 injured, 20 were by collision of cars with 
teams ; 12 were persons who were crossing tracks in front of cars ; 
3 by collision of cars and bicycles ; 7 were employees, of whom 4 
were injured by collision of cars, 2 by cars jumping tracks, 1 by 
falling from car. 

As compared with last year, there was one more accident re- 
ported ; the number of persons killed was 1 more ; and the num- 
ber injured 19 more. It will be noticed that there were several 
collisions of cars, by which 16 passengers were injured ; 1 employee 
killed, and 4 injured. 

There were a large number of minor accidents which were not 
reported, as the persons were so little injured that the railroad 
officials did not think the matter worthy of notice. 

There have been several collisions between cars, caused in 
nearly every case by the inability of the motor-men to stop the 
cars in any reasonable distance, owing to the system of hand 
brakes. Unless some radical change in the braking mechanism 
for street cars is devised and put in operation, we may expect to 
find these accidents increasing from year to year. 

There would be just as much propriety in the steam roads 
clinging to the old style of hand brakes, as for electric roads 
to do so. When the cars are moving along the streets at a slow 
pace, and the rails are dry, they can be stopped in a short dis- 
tance, but the cars that run out to the villages, at a high rate of 
speed, are not at all under the control of the motor-men, as shown 
by several collisions and other accidents. 

The following is a detailed account of accidents reported to me 
by the street roads for the year 1899 : 

Jan. 2Jf, m Mrs. Mary Bramby, residing at 47 Alton street, at- 
tempted to cross Atwell's avenue, Providence, in front of car 261, 
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Union Railroad Co., but was struck by car and knocked down, re- 
ceiving a severe wound on the head. She was sent to the Ehode 
Island Hospital. 

Jan. 27. Joseph Garner, of Natick, stepped from one of the 
cars of the Pawtuxet Valley Electric R. R., as it was passing 
through the village of River Point. He was picked up in an un- 
conscious condition, and treated by Dr. Smith. He was under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor at the time. 

Feb. 2. One of the cars of the Union R. R. missed the switch 
at the corner of Westminster and Mathewson streets, Providence, 
and the conductor, J. E. Nichols, was thrown from the rear plat- 
form and struck upon his head; he was taken to the Rhode 
Island Hospital, where he was treated for concussion of brain and 
contusion of leg. 

March 16. Car 505, Union R. R., was on its way to Thorn- 
ton, when the rear platform broke from the car and fell to the 
ground. Several passengers were slightly injured, but Wm. 
Bradley, of East Providence, had his arm broken and received a 
severe cut over the right eye. The car was an old one, and the 
rear platform was overloaded with passengers. 

March 25. Car 212, Union R. R., came in collision with a milk 
wagon, which attempted to cross in front of car, at the corner of 
Sayles street and Prairie avenue, Providence. The driver, George 
A. Grant, of Johnston, and a boy by the name of Robert A. Bush, 
were thrown to the ground and bruised. They were treated by 
I Dr. O'Neil. 

i 

March 81. Ernest Church ran directly in front of car 45, 
Union R. R., as it was passing Hamlin street, Providence, and 
was knocked down, but not seriously injured. 

April %.. As car 220, Union R. R., was passing Charles and 
Orms streets, Providence, Bridget Moore, an old lady, stepped in 
front of the car and was knocked down. 
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April 6. As car 31, Union R. R., was passing Maple avenue, 
Providence, the car jumped the track and ran into the curb-stone ; 
Joseph Wilson and Mary Wilson were injured, but not seriously. 

April 7. Charles M. Raymond, a passenger on car 414, Union 
R. R., who was riding on rear platform, lost his balance and fell 
to the ground. He was picked up in an unconscious condition, 
and taken to the Rhode Island Hospital, where it was found that 
though severely bruised, he had sustained no serious injury. 

April 13. Car 34, Woonsocket Street Railway Co., while going 
down the hill on Cumberland street, struck Blanch Dion, child of 
seven years, and one of the wheels passed over her foot, crushing 
it badly. 

April 13. Frank Marsch, eight years old, attempted to cross 
the tracks of the Interstate Consolidated Street R. R. Co., in front 
of car No. 8, on Central avenue, Pawtucket, but was struck by 
car and knocked down. He was taken to the office of Dr. Heimer, 
where it was found that his right thigh was broken, and there was 
slight concussion of the brain. 

April 18. R. H. Fillmore, Superintendent of the Newport & 
Fall River Street R. R. Co., took car 28 and started from the car- 
barn, at Portsmouth, to carry some tools to workmen at Stone 
Bridge, running the car himself. When rounding the curve at the 
head of Stone Bridge road he came in collision with a gravel car 
driven by Joseph Seymore of Fall River, Mass. The front of the 
passenger car was smashed in, and Mr. Fillmore was struck by the 
wood-work and considerably injured, and was taken to his home. 
Seymore was struck on temple by a piece of the wreckage, 
knocked senseless, and had his cheek cut. 

April 22. At the corner of Elmwpod avenue and Hawthorn 
streets, Providence, car 658, Union R. R., collided with a team 
containing two men who were under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor. They were both thrown out, and Richard Flemming was 
injured, so that he was taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. The 
other man refused to give his name. 
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April 27. Thomas Harker with five children were riding along 
Newport avenue, Pawtucket, on their way to work in the mills, 
and at the corner of Central avenue, turned to cross the tracks of 
the Interstate Consolidated Street B. E., as car No. 13 was ap- 
proaching. The carriage was struck and wrecked and the occu- 
pants thrown out, and all more or less bruised, but none seriously 
injured. They were attended by Dr. Burnett. 

April 80. Car 82, Union E. E., at the corner of Cranston and 
Harrison streets, Providence, struck a boy by the name of Henry 
Smith, who jumped from a milk wagon directly in front of car. 
He was knocked down, but said he was not much injured. 

April 80. As car 720, Union E. E., was passing the corner of 
Sherman street and Bullock Point avenue, East Providence, two 
men who were riding bicycles collided, and one of them, John 
Desneris of Pawtucket, was thrown against the running-board of 
the car and somewhat injured. He was treated by Dr. Pierce. 

May H. As car 115, Union E. E., was passing Hoyle Building, 
Providence, a boy stepped from milk wagon directly in front of 
car and was knocked down. He was taken to the office of Dr. 
Ballou, and when he had been treated, went away, but refused to 
give his name. 

June 1. Edward F. Cradle of East Providence, was riding on 
foot-board of car 369, Union E. E.; as it came down Elmwood 
avenue he leaned out so far that he was struck by a tree and 
knocked to the ground, receiving a severe scalp wound. 

June 4.. As car 153, Union E. E., was going down Francis street 
hill, it became unmanageable, and ran into car 649, which was a 
short distance in advance. Mrs. Tanner and Kate Carner, pas- 
sengers, jumped from car 153, and were quite severely injured ; the 
latter was taken to the E. I. Hospital. 

June 4.. Electric car 102, Pawtucket Street E. E., jumped the 
tracks at a curve on John street, in the village of Lonsdale, and 
brought up against the curb-stone on the side of the street. Three 
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passengers were thrown to the ground and injured, viz.: Mrs. 
McClusker, who received severe bruises on right side, contusion 
of nose, and shock ; Mrs. McConvill received a cut on the shoulder ; 
Mrs. Carlin had her right shoulder dislocated. 

June 10. Car 156, Pawtucket Street R. R., left the tracks at the 
foot of the hill near the Dunnell Print Works, ran into the curb- 
stone and fell over on its side. The conductor, Gerald P. Cook, 
and the motor-man, James W. McEwen, were thrown off. McEwen 
was caught under the bonnet and received a severe cut on top of 
foot, and injuries to his left arm which necessitated amputation 
above the elbow. Cook fell clear of the car, and his injuries con- 
sisted of bruises and left ankle broken. They were both attended 
by surgeons, and McEwen was sent to the R. I. Hospital. 

June 24. As car 333, Union R. R., was passing the corner of 
Park Place and Main street, Pawtucket, Michael Carroll stepped 
in front of car and was knocked down. He died a few hours after, 
from concussion of the brain. 

June 24. Edward McCann of Lonsdale, attempted to get off 
car 341, Union R. R., while it was in motion at the corner of Mar- 
ket Square and North Main street, Providence, but fell and his 
arm and leg were injured, but no bones broken. 

July 9. As car 716, Union E. R., was going down Warren ave- 
nue, Providence, John Fox, of Olneyville, attempted to change 
his seat. He stepped upon the running-board, and in swinging 
around to the next seat was struck by car 724, going in the oppo- 
site direction. He was knocked off the car, and in falling struck 
John Hardy and knocked him off also. - Hardy received a bad cut 
over the eye, and Fox had his arm and shoulder injured. 

July 9. Mrs. Cressey attempted to cross the tracks of the 
Union R. R., on Pawtucket avenue, and was struck by car 333 and 
knocked down. She was looking for a car going the other way 
and did not see or hear the approaching car. 

July 10. Jerry Gearin attempted to get on car 112, Union R. 
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R., while it was in motion on Grosvenor street, Providence, but 
stumbled on the running-board and fell to the ground, receiving 
a cut on the side of the head. 

July 20. David Storm, of Providence, was riding a bicycle 
behind a Manton car, and turned out to go by it, but was struck 
by car 109, Union R. R., which was coming towards him. He was 
knocked down, picked up in an unconscious condition, and taken 
to the R. I. Hospital. 

July 28. Max Meregemoth, of Providence, jumped from car 
303, Union R. R., as is passed Robinson street, where he resided. 
He fell heavily to the pavement, striking his head. He was picked 
up in an unconscious condition, and sent to the R. I. Hospital. 

July 28. Car 720 came in collision with car 392, Union R. R., 
near the Pomham club-house, in East Providence. Mrs. David 
O'Brien, of Pawtucket, a passenger, claimed that her ankle was 
sprained. 

July 2Jf. As car 517, Union R. R., was going round the curve 
at Red Bridge, Mrs. Charles Jenckes of Pawtucket, a passenger, 
lost her balance and fell from the car. She was bruised, but es- 
caped serious injury. 

July 28. At the corner of Camp and Lippitt streets, Providence, 
car 303, Union R. R., came in collision with a carriage in which 
were Mr. Joseph Beeman, his wife and two children, and Osiah 
Holman, all of Providence. The carriage was tipped over and the 
occupants thrown out in various directions, and all were more or 
less bruised and cut. Mr. Beeman was taken up in an uncon- 
scious condition, and with his wife, who was severely injured, 
taken in ambulance to the R. I. Hospital. 

August 6. Two cars, Nos. 7 and 9 of the Sea View R. R., came 
in collision between Saunderstown and the village of Hamilton in 
the town of North Kingstown. Mr. M. L. Abbee, the motor-man 
of No. 7, was crushed between the cars and instantly killed. 
Matthew G. Clarke, motor-man of No. 9, jumped before the cars 
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came together. Julius Holgate and Herbert G. Abbee, the con- 
ductors, were more or less bruised and cut. The passengers 
seeing the collision was inevitable, jumped from the cars and 
escaped with trifling bruises, excepting Miss Minnie E. Brown of 
Providence, who was in the south-bound car. She caught her 
foot and was thrown to the ground, receiving severe injuries; 
several bones of her left foot were fractured, and she suffered 
severely from shock. Both cars took fire and were entirely de- 
stroyed. 

Dr. Harold Metcalf, Medical Examiner of the Fourth District, 
instructed Thomas J. Pierce, coroner of the town of North Kings- 
town, to hold an inquest on the death of Merrick J. Abbee. "At 
the conclusion of the inquest, the coroner decided as follows : 

After reviewing the testimony of the several witnesses summoned, I find that 
the preponderance of evidence shows that there had been no orders issued rela- 
tive to a time limit in waiting on a turn-out for the passing of a car coming 
from an opposite direction. Conductor Abbee, who was conductor of the car 
that left the switch, after waiting fifteen minutes, testified that he understood 
the orders to that effect, while all of other conductors and motor-men testified 
positively that they never had received any such order. 

I should therefore say that the accident which caused the death of Merrick L. 
Abbee was due to a misunderstanding of orders in relation to waiting on the 
switch for the passing of a car. 

I procured a copy of the testimony given at. the inquest, and 
looked it over carefully, and made further inquiries in relation to 
the same of the railroad officials and others. I was furnished by 
them with a copy of the order which had been issued in regard to 
waiting on sidings ; it is as follows : 

Notice to Conductors and Motor -Men. 

All cars are to pass at Saunderstown except Sundays, when they will pass at 
Greene's, Saunderstown and Browning's. 

On Sunday the cars leaving Narragansett Pier for Wickford will take siding 

at Saunderstown and Browning's ; other days the car leaving Wickford will take 

siding at Saunderstown. 

Ska View Railroad Company, 

W. F. Pascoe, General Manager. 
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Narragansett Pier, R. I., 

Sept. 4, 1899. 

I, H. A. Diebold, of Narragansett Pier, in the State of Rhode Island, on oath 
depose and say as follows : 

On June 22d, 1899, and up to June 24, 1899, I delivered the order hereto at- 
tached, by copy of same, to Herbert Abbee, conductor, and all other conductors 
on Sea View Railroad, for the government of cars operated on the railroad of 
that Co. 

H. A. DIEBOLD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, the 4th day of 8ept. , 1899. 

FRANK S. ARNOLD, Notary Public. 

The evidence given by the conductors and motor-men at the 
inquest was certainly conflicting to say the least, as Herbert G. 
Abbee, conductor, testified that he " understood that the orders 
from the officials of the road were to wait fifteen minutes on a 
switch, and then if the car expected did not arrive, to proceed 
slowly to the next switch ; " while Julius Holgate, conductor, tes- 
tified " that his orders had been to wait on a switch until a car 
passed him." John W. Church, motor-man, testified that his 
order had been " to wait on turn-out until the car coming from 
opposite direction had passed ; " while Lyman R. Abbee, another 
motor-man, testified that "until recently we had no written in- 
structions or orders relative to the waiting at a siding for another 
car ; the orders prior to that time as I understood them was to 
wait fifteen minutes and then proceed slowly to the next switch, 
with the car under absolute control ; " while another motor-man, 
Matthew W. Clarke, testified that the orders he received " were 
that Sundays the cars leaving Narragansett Pier should take sid- 
ing at Greene's, and the cars leaving Wickford should take siding 
at Saunderstown and Browning's; that week days cars should 
pass at Saunderstown." In reply to the question by the coroner, 
Did you ever receive orders that after waiting a certain time at 
a turn-out, and no car appearing, you were to proceed to your 
next point at a slow rate of speed ? " his answer was " no, sir." 
William J. Reilly, conductor, testified, in answer to the question, 

12 
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"if you got onto a switch and no car there, how long would you 
wait before proceeding ? " " As far as I understand the orders, I 
should wait until the car that I should meet passes me." The 
General Manager, W. F. Pascoe, testified, in answer to the ques- 
tion, " will you please state whether or not orders have ever been 
issued by you or those under you in authority, directing that after 
a car had waited at a turn-out a certain time and the car not ap- 
pearing from the opposite direction, the conductor was to proceed 
slowly to his destination ? " " no, sir." 

August 7. Mrs. E. Louise Allen attempted to pass between 
car 554, Union Railroad Co., and an express wagon on Weybosset 
street, Providence, but struck the side of the car and fell to the 
ground, receiving bruises, etc. She was taken into a drug-store 
and then sent home in a carriage. 

August 7. Joseph Martin of Pawtucket, was a passenger on 
car 390, Union Railroad Co., and as it was passing down South 
Main street, Providence, it met car 561 ; Martin was on the run- 
ning-board and leaned so far out as to be struck by the car and 
thrown to the ground. He was picked up in an unconscious 
condition and sent in ambulance to the R. I. Hospital, where he 
recovered in a few days. 

August 7. . Passenger car No. 3 came in collision with a bag- 
gage car on the Pawcatuck Street R. R., near Westerly. The 
baggage car was running ahead of a passenger car, and three 
ladies, Mrs. Charles B. Bradley, Mrs. R. F. Ballantine, and Miss 
Celine Schwitzer, who were passengers from Watch Hill and wished 
to catch a train at Westerly, at Foster's switch left the passenger 
car and got upon the front platform of the baggage car. Shortly 
after on a curve they met a passenger car coming from Westerly. 
Seeing that a collision was to take place, Mrs. Bradley and Mrs. 
Ballantine jumped from the car and escaped with slight bruises 
and other injuries. Miss Schwitzer was caught between the con- 
troller and the end of the car, and was severely bruised, and her 
right leg so crushed that amputation was necessary. 
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August 21. Hannah Lovitdszy was run over by car 57, Woon- 
socket Street E. E., at the top of Cook's hill. She was lying 
beside the track, partly concealed by bushes, with one leg across 
the rail and was not seen by the motor-man until too late to stop 
car. Her left leg was crushed nearly off between ankle and knee. 
She was taken to the Woonsocket Hospital, where she died about 
three hours afterwards. 

August 25. As car 339, Union E. E., was going down Paw- 
tucket avenue, about half way between Anthony avenue and 
Belmont street, it jumped the track, and after running on the side 
of the road some 40 feet, crashed into the curbing. There were 
twenty -five or more passengers, all of whom were shaken up ; but 
Mrs. Mary Burns, Samuel Loring, Thomas Fuller, Mrs. John 
Simonds, and Martin Kanf er were injured more than the others. 

Sept. 5. Lawrence Martin, of Newport, attempted to cross the 
tracks of the Newport Street E. E., on Spring street, in front of 
car 21, but was struck by corner of the car, knocked down, and 
the forward wheel ran upon his leg. The car was backed off, and 
he was picked up and laid on the sidewalk. 

Sept. 16. As car 148, Union E. E., was passing the corner of 
Broad and Winter streets, Providence, a man by the name of 
Perrino stepped from the car while it was in motion, but fell to 
the ground and struck his right shoulder. He was sent to the E. 
I. Hospital. 

Sept. 20. George N. Bullock, passenger on car 382, Union E. 
E., got off the car after it stopped at the station of the Provi- 
dence, Warren & Bristol E. E., at Fox Point, Providence, and fell 
to the ground, injuring his left leg. 

Sept. 26. Car 41, Union E. E., came in collision at the corner 
of Adelaide and. Elmwood avenue, Providence, with a moving- 
wagon owned and driven by James Diggin of Providence. The 
wagon was tipped over and the driver and Michael Driscoll were 
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thrown out, receiving injuries more or less severe. An ambulance 
was called and Mr. Diggin taken to the B. I. Hospital. 

Oct. 5. Car 655, Union B. B., came in collision, at the corner 
of Elmwood avenue and Hampstead street, Providence, with a 
wagon in which were John Haverly and Patrick McGovern. They 
were both thrown out, but escaped without serious injury. 

Nov. 11. Car 20 collided at Eiver bridge, Manton avenue, with 
car 18, Union E. E., which was waiting on the switch. The rails 
were slippery and the car jumped the switch. The following pas- 
sengers were injured: Daniel P. Moulton, Dennis Mackie, Mrs. 
Hadfield, and George M. Evans. 

Dec. %. Car 70, Union E. E., while passing the corner of Eddy 
street and Elmwood avenue, Providence, collided with car 78, owing 
to slippery condition of rails. The following persons were in- 
jured: Abraham Menard, Thos. S. Sherman, Charles Brown, 
Harriet N. Tucker, E. Coggeshall. 

Dec. IS. Kate Flaherty, a passenger on a car of the Interstate 
Street E. E., stepped from the car while it was in motion, and was 
thrown to the ground but not seriously injured. 

Dec. 16. Mrs. Annie Berry attempted to cross the tracks of the 
Union E. E. on South Main street, Providence, in front of car 10, 
but was struck by the car and knocked down. She was sent to 
the E. I. Hospital, where it was found that her left ankle was 
fractured, and she had a cut on the head. 

Dec. 19. Mrs. Sarah A. Wilcox attempted to cross North Main 
street, Providence, in front of car 236, Union E. E., but was struck 
by the car and knocked down. She was taken to E. I. Hospital, 
where it was found that her skull was fractured, and she died from 
the injuries received. 

Dec. #0. John Maher, Jr., 4 years old, ran out from behind a 
wagon, in front of car 206, Union E. E., at the corner of Douglass 
and Chalkstone avenues, Providence. He was knocked down, 
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went under the platform, but was picked up by the fender and 
escaped with a few bruises. 

Dec. 27. Car 47, Union E. E., came in collision on Broad street, 
Providence, with a wagon driven by its owner, J. Earnstof. He 
was thrown out and received such injuries that an ambulance was 
called and took him to his home. 



In the Appendix to this report will be found the returns of the 
several steam and street railroads as made to me, according to law, 
such new legislation relating to railroad corporations as has been, 
adopted by the General Assembly since my last report was issued, 
the act incorporating the Ehode Island Suburban Eailroad Co., 
also a synopsis of the thirteenth annual report of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

There are several matters in connection with the railroad cor- 
porations of the State that are deserving the attention of the 
General Assembly. I have from time to time made recommenda- 
tions in regard to some of these which seemed important to me, 
but no action has been taken. 

Nearly all the street roads have accepted the provisions of 
Chapter 580 of the Public Laws, by which they pay an annual tax 
of one per cent, upon their gross earnings to the State ; it is also 
provided that in case the dividends shall exceed eight per cent., 
then the tax payable for that year shall be a sum equal to the 
excess of such dividend over eight per cent. 

I can see no reason why the steam roads doing business in this 
State should not pay a yearly franchise tax to the State. I 
believe this is the only State in the Union that does not receive 
a revenue from steam railroads, and in the present condition of 
the State treasury, with large outlays demanded for State purposes 
in the near future, it would seem t o be good legislation to assess 
and collect such a tax. At present the roads pay a tax on their 



•94 REPORT Of RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

road-bed and real estate in the several cities and towns, but all their 
vast amount of personal property goes free from any tax by the 
State. 

I am under obligations to John M. Peters, M. D., Superin- 
tendent of the Rhode Island Hospital, for information in relation 
to patients that have been treated at the hospital, for injuries 
received in connection with the several railroads. Also to the 
Providence Journal Co. for negatives of snow plows, from which 
the two illustrations in this report were made. 

My relations with the several railroad corporations have not 
been marred by any disagreements or controversies. The officials, 
as a rule, nave been very courteous, listened to suggestions that 
I have made, and in many cases have complied with them so far 
as they felt that they could. There is no doubt but that there is 
quite a wide-spread dissatisfaction among merchants and shippers 
of freight at the steady advances that have been made in freight 
charges ; but the Railroad Commissioner, under our laws, has no 
authority to interfere in such matters, and can only suggest and 
recommend. I think if he were clothed with power to super- 
vise such things as pertain to the safety, health, accommodation, 
and convenience of passengers at stations or in the cars, it might 
prove of benefit to all concerned, though it would add largely to 
the duties and responsibilities of the office. 

When the new State House is ready for occupancy I trust the 
General Assembly will put the department upon a footing in 
every particular more consonant with the importance it should 
have in public affairs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E.L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
Providence, Dec. 31 , 1899. 
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OF THE 
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RETURNS 



OP THE 



STEAM RAILROAD COMPANIES 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1899. 



THE NEW YOKE, PKOVIDENCE & BOSTON EAILEOAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated, June, 1832 Opened, November, 1887. 



The New York, Providence & Boston R. R. Company has been merged in the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., and has ceased to exist as a 
separate organization. 
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EETUEN OF THE NEW TOEK, NEW HAVEN AND 

HAETFOED EAILEOAD COMPANY. 

Organized August 6, 1873. 



«< t< 

<t ii 



OFFICERS. 

Charles P. Clark .President New Haven, Conn. 

John M. Hall Vice-President 

Win. D. Bishop, Jr. . .Secretary Bridgeport, Conn. 

Wni. L. Squire Treasurer .' New Haven, Conn. 

H. M. Kochersperger.. Comptroller t . 

Geo. L. Connor Passenger Traffic Manager 

Chas. T. Hempstead .. Genl. Pass. Agt. Western District. ... " M 

A. C. Kendall Genl. Pass. Agt. Eastern District Boston, Mass. 

O. H. Taylor Genl. Pass. Agt. Marine District New York, N. Y. 

James N. States General Ticket Agent New Haven, Conn. 

N. A. Wilcox Genl. Freight Agt. Western District 

J. M. Williams Genl. Frt. Agt. Eastern & Marine Dists.Boston, Mass. 

F. S. Curtis Chief Engineer New Haven, Conn. 

W. E. Chamberlain. .General Manager Boston, Mass. 

C. H. Piatt .Genl. Supt. Western District New Haven, Conn. 

C. Peter Clark Genl. Supt. Eastern District Boston, Mass. 

*S. A. Gardner Genl. Supt. Marine District New York, N. Y. 

C. A. Mc Alpine Superintendent Providence Division. .Boston, Mass. 

C. N. Woodward Superintendent Midland Division " " 

A. L. Ackley Superintendent Taunton Division Taunton, Mass. 

C. C. Burnett Superintendent Worcester Division. . .Providence, R. I. 

J. V. A. Trumbull.. .Superintendent Stonington Division.. " " 

J. N. King. , Superintendent Central Division " " 

Above list of Division Superintendents includes those only whose jurisdiction 
extends into Rhode Island. 



♦Deceased. 
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DIRECTORS. 

Wm. D. Bishop Bridgeport, Conn. 

Henry C. Robinson Hartford, Conn. 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

Joseph Park New York, N. Y. 

Chauncey M. Depew " " 

Henry S. Lee Springfield, Mass. 

William Rockefeller New York, N. Y. 

Leverett Brainard '. Hartford, Conn. 

J. Pierpont Morgan New York, N. Y. 

Geo. Maculloch Miller 

John M. Hall New Haven, Conn. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Nathaniel Thayer 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 

Charles P. Brooker Torrington, Conn. 

Carlos French Seymour, Conn. 

George J. Bush New Haven, Conn. 

I. DeVer Warner Bridgeport, Conn. 

Arthur D. Osborne New Haven, Conn. 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1889. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $54,641,400 00 

Convertible debenture certificates 16,397,200 00 

Debentures (non-convertible) 3,000,000 00 

Funded debt 6,439,000 00 

Other debt 7,471,431 29 

Total gross debt, not including capital stock 33,307,631 29 

Construction account 53,810,296 00 

Equipment account 5,261,793 72 

All other assets 41,168,332 07 

Total property and assets 100,240,421 79 

Profit and loss surplus 12,291,390 50 

Receipts passenger department 18,384,830 55 

Receipts freight department 18,381,848 56 

Receipts from all other sources 1,000,661 41 

Total receipts 37,767,340 52 

Operating expenses (including wages and salaries) 25,581,256 29 
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Interest paid and accrued within the year 1,111,071 61 

Taxes paid within the year 2,171,167 14 

( Not all charge- 
Salaries and wages, $16,025,484.14 ■< able to operat- 

( ing expenses. 

All other expenditures, account of operation, rental of leased lines. $4,537,874 80 

Total expenditures on account of operation 33,401,369 84 

Balance of income 4,365,970 68 

Rate and amount of dividend paid: 

2 per cent on $51,008,600 $1,020,172 

2 ." " 52,308,600.... 1,046,172 ■}. 4,158,688 00 
2 " " 52,308,600.... 1,046,172 
2 " " 52,308,600.... 1,046,172 

Surplus after paying dividend 207,286 68 

Net additions to profit and loss account during the year 963,747 73 

Surplus at beginning of year 11,120,360 09 

Surplus at end of year 12,291,290 50 

Expended during year for new equipment and repairs to equip- 
ment, charged to operating expenses (including repairs and 

renewals of tools and machinery in shops) 4,082,365 22 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 5,261,793 62 

Rolling stock account at end of year 5,261,793 62 

Expended for maintenance of way and structures 4,968,590 74 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account. 4.968,590 74 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 53,022.833 93 

Additional construction account, Shepaug, Litchfield & N. R. R. 649,040 05 

Additional for real estate 138,422 02 

Balance of construction account at end of year 53,810,296 00 

Total number passengers carried during year 49,035,411 

Total number of tons merchandise carried* during year 14,375,823 

Number of locomotives 917 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 917 

Number of passenger train cars 1 ,830 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . 1,830 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 1,576 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 1,641 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 14 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves. . . . None. 

Number of freight cars 13,046 
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Number freight cars equipped with power brakes 9,828 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 12,540 

! Owned 448*20 
Operated (including trackage 

rights, 2969) 2,04719 

(Owned 6211 

Miles of road in this State, -< 

( Operated 19959 

Miles of track in this state reckoned as single track (main line 

and branches, 28844 ; sidings, 131 09) 41953 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 90 

Number of flag stations 46 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 122 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this Stnte . 205 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 70 

Number guarded by flagmen only 79 

Number where electric bells are used 10 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 310 

Number of bridges in this State 180 

Number built of stone t 17 

Number built of iron 63 

Number built of wood 100 

Number combination None 

Number of new bridges built during the year None 

Cost of new bridges built during the year None 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 13,596 

Number of ties laid during the year 121,834 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 8 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 6 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 2 

Number of persons injured at grade crossing 2 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 12 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . 14 

Number of employees killed 4 

Number of employees injured 73 

Average number of persons employed in this State (estimated). . 2,500 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets cents, 201 8 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets cents, 607 
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State of Connecticut, ) 

>sc. 
County op New Haven, ) 

We, the undersigned, John M. Hall, Vice-President, and H. M. Kochersperger, 
Comptroller, of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 
on oath do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our 
direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that 
we have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and 
correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each 
and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation, and belief. 

JOHN M. HALL, 

Vice-President. 

H. M. KOCHERSPERGER, 

Comptroller. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 25th day of September. 1899. 

S. C. FLEETWOOD, 

Notarg Public. 



The following is a list of stations on Stonington Division in Rhode Island, 
with distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 000 

Atwell's avenue 119 

Olneyville 183 

Cranston street 276 

Elmwood 3*49 

♦Roger Williams Park 440 

Auburn Junction 5*12 

South Auburn 588 

Norwood 662 

Lincoln Park 7*53 

Hills Grove 8*41 

Greenwood 9.72 

Apponaug 1060 

Cowesett 11 '81 

♦Chepiwanoxet 12 31 
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Stations. Miles. 

East Greenwich 1340 

Potowmut 1440 

Davisville 1688 

Wickford Junction 1940 

Slocums 2298 

Kiugston 2700 

Kenyons 81*37 

Shannock 32 01 

Carolina 34*60 

Wood River Junction 3692 

Niantic 4094 

Westerly 4561 
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EETURN OF PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAIL 

ROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated, 1844. Leased to and operated by New York, 
Providence & Boston Railroad for 99 years. 



OFFICERS. 



Moses B. I. Goddard . .President Providence, R. I. 

William A. Leete Treasurer and Clerk of Corporation. . 



<( a 



DIRECTORS. 

Moses B. I. Goddard Providence, R. I. 

Joseph E. Davis Boston, Mass. 

Jonas G. Clark Worcester, Mass. 

John W. Danielson Providence, R. I. 

G. Marston Whitiu Whitinsville, Mass. 

A. George Bullock Worcester, Mass. 

John Nicholas Brown Providence, R. I. 



Return for tlie year ending Jane SO \ 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $3,500,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 1,500,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt, not including capital slock 1,500,000 00 

Construction account 4,276,250 00 

Equipment account 828,887 40 

All other assets 113,291 98 

Total property and assets 5,218,429 38 

Receipts from all sources 417,664 02 

Total receipts 417,664 02 

Organization expenses 5,959 46 
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Interest paid within the year 60.000 00 

Total expenditures. 65,959 46 

Net earnings 351,704 57 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (ten per cent.) 350,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend , 1,704 56 

Surplus at beginning of year 216,724 82 



State of Rhode Island, 
County of Providence 



;}so. 



We, the undersigned, Moses B. I. Goddard, President, and William A. Leete, 
Treasurer, of the Providence and Worcester Railroad Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion and belief. 

MOSES B. I. GODDARD, 

President. 

WILLIAM A. LEETE, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of September, 1899. 

WALTER F. ANGELL, 

Notary Public. 



The following are the stations in Rhode Island, Worcester Division, New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, with distances from Providence. 
Flag stations designated by*. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 000 

♦Charles street 1 00 

Woodlawn , 340 

Pawtucket 440 

Central Falls ' 480 
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Stations, Miles. 

Valley Falls 600 

Lonsdale 6*90 

Berkeley 870 

Ashton 930 

Albion 1100 

Manville 1250 

♦Hamlet 1550 

Woonsocket 1610 

Blackstone 1880 
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RETURN OF PAWTUXET VALLEY RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated, July 11, 1872. Leased to and operated by New York, New 

Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, for 99 years, at a 

net rental of 7 per cent, on the capital stock. 



OFFICERS. 



Henry Howard President Providence, R. I. 

Wm. H. Pope Treasurer and Clerk " 

DIRECTORS. 

Henry Howard Providence, R. I. 

Jonathan Chace , 

James H. Chace 

Edward F. Child. 

F. H. Peckham, Jr 

Wm. H. Pope 

R. G. Howland Hope, R. I 



Return for the year ending June 30 ', 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $100,900 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 160,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt, not including capital stock 160,000 00 

Construction account 260,900 00 

All other assets 305 18 

Total property and assets 261,205 18 

Total receipts 7,063 00 

Interest paid within the year by N. Y., N. H & H. R. R. Co 

Taxes paid within the year by N. Y., N. H. & H. R R. Co 

Total expenditures 184 66 
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Net earnings 6,878 34 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 7 per cent. 

Surplus after paying dividend 305 18 

Surplus at beginning of year 489 84 

WILLIAM H. POPE. 

Treasurer. 



The Pawtuxet Valley Railroad extends from the village of Hope to Auburn, 
where it connects with Stonington Division. The following is a list of the sta- 
tions, with distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by*. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 000 

Auburn 512 

*South Auburn 588 

*Pocasset 682 

Sockanosset 742 

Howard 826 

Pontiac 981 

Natick 10-71 

*Westcott.. ". 11-72 

River Point 1280 

Clyde 13 03 

Phenix 1359 

Harris 18-85 

Arkwright 14*37 

♦Jackson 1498 

Hope 1550 
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KETURN OF OLD COLONY RAILROAD COMPANY. 



Organized April 24, 1844. 



OFFICERS. 



Charles F. Choate President Boston, Mass. 

Charles L. Lovering Vice-President " ' 

Benjamin B. Torrey Treasurer 

Alfred H. Litchfield Clerk 

DI RECTOS 8. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Thomas J. Borden Fall River, Mass. 

John S. Brayton 

| Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

I Thomas Dunn Newport, R. I. 

! George A. Gardner Boston, Mass. 

Charles L. Lovering 

Joshua M. Sears "' » '* 

Nathaniel Thayer 



Return for tJte year ending June SO, lSUit. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) §16,608,900 00 

Stock liability 8,725 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 15,265,200 00 

Floating debt (including dividends and interest accrued and un- 
paid, $534,571-26) • 904,014 21 

Total gross di'bt, not including capital stock 16,169,214 21 

Construction account 26,844,032 34 

Equipment account 3,161,518 83 

All other assets 5,310,733 43 

Total property and assets 35,316,284 CO 
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Total receipts from rental 1,811,073 32 

Interest paid within the year 640,832 22 

All other expenditures (organization expenses) 7,618 10 

Total expenditures 648,450 32 

Net earnings 1,162,623 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (7 per cent) 1,162,623 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 765,945 47 

Surplus at beginning of year 766, 158 99 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 3,161,518 83 

Rolling stock account at end of year 3,161,518 83 

Expended for maintenance of way 550,521 26 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 550,521 26 

How much of same charged to expense account None. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year. . . '. 27,394,553 60 

Balance of construction account at end of year 26,844,032 34 

Total length of road in miles 507 49 

Miles of road in this State 18 32 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 21 '69 



State of Massachusetts, ) 

> sc. 
County of Suffolk. ) 

We, the 'undersigned, Charles F. Choate, President, and Benjamin B. Torrey, 
Treasurer, of the Old Colony Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that 
the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original 
books, papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully examined 
the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the 
business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and 
thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, and belief. 

CHARLES F. CHOATE, 

President. 

BENJAMIN B. TORREY, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 13th day of September, 1889. 

AUSTIN W. ADAMS, 

Justice of tfie Peace. 
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The Old Colony Railroad with its leased lines was leased to the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, March 1, 1893, for 99 years, and 
all answers not found in the above return are included in the return of the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 



The Providence Division, Old Colony Railroad, extends from Providence to 
Boston. The following is a list of stations in Rhode Island, with distances 
from Providence. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 000 

Pawtucket 4 50 

Central Falls 550 

Pleasant View 600 

The Plymouth and Taunton Division, Old Colony Railroad extends from 
Boston to Newport, R. I. At Fall River it connects with Fall River, Provi- 
dence and Warren Railroad. The following is a list of stations in Rhode Island, 
with distances from Fall River. Flag stations designated by*. 

Stations. Miles. 

Fall River 000 

Tiverton 600 

Bristol Ferry 8 00 

Portsmouth 1000 

♦Portsmouth Grove '. 12 00 

Newport , , 1900 
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KETURN OF BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE RAILROAD 

CORPORATION. 

Organized July 11, 1831. Leased to Old Colony R. R. Co., April 1, 1888. 

The Old Colony R. R. Co. , with its leased lines, was leased 

to the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., March 1, 

1893, for ninety six years. 



OFFICERS. 

Royal C. Taft President Providence, R. I. 

Benjamin B. Torrey. . .Treasurer and Clerk of Corporation. .Boston, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 

Robert H. Stevenson Boston, Mass. 

Edward W. Hooker Cambridge, Mass. 

Charles P. Bowditch Boston, Mass. 

Robert I. Gammell Providence, R. I. 

George A. Gardner .Boston, Mass. 

John C. Gray 



< < 



Return for tlie year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $4,000,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 2,170,000 00 

Floating debt (including dividend and interest due July 1, 1899). 248,140 00 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 2,418,140 00 

Construction account 5,046,088 30 

Equipment account 871,234 35 

All other assets 581,581 57 

Total property and assets 6,498,904 22 

Receipts from all sources (rental aud dividends) 490,200 00 
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• 

Total receipts 490,200 00 

Interest paid within the year 86.800 00 

All other expenditures (organization expenses) 3,863 41 

Total expenditures 90,663 41 

Net earnings 399,536 59 

Rate and amount of dividend paid ($10 per share) 400,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend (balance of profit and loss) 80,764 22 

Surplus at beginning of year (balance of profit and loss) 78,996 27 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 871 ,234 35 

Rolling stock account at end of year 871,234 35 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 5,046,088 30 

Balance of construction account at end of year 5,046,088 30 

Total length of road in miles 6264 

Miles of road in this State 7 75 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 40 01 



State of Massachusetts, 

.' sc. 
County op Suffolk. 

We, the undersigned, Royal. C. Taft, President, and Benjamin B. Torrey, 
Treasurer, of the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion and belief. 

ROYAL C. TAFT, 

President. 

B. B. TORREY, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 17th day of September, 1879. 

AUSTIN W. ADAMS, 

Justice of the Peace. 

All answers not found in the above return are included in the return of the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 
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RETURN OF PROVIDENCE, WARREN AND BRISTOL 

RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Organized October, 1850. Leased to Old Colony Railroad, 1891. The Old 
Colony Railroad Co., with its leased lines, was leased to 
the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., March 1, 
1893, for ninety-six years. 



OFFICERS. 

Charles F. Choate President Providence, R. I. 

Benjamin B. Torrey Treasurer Boston, Mass. 

E. G. Buckland Secretary Providence, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

William Goddard Providence, R. I. 

James C. Church Bristol, R. I. 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 



Return far the year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $287,300 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 150,000 00 

Funded debt (notes payable) 38,617 77 

Floating debt (including dividend due July 1, 1899) 12,008 00 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 50,625 77 

Construction account 457,410 56 

Equipment account 40,000 00 

All other assets 12,551 08 

Total property and assets 509,961 64 

Receipts from all sources (rent of road) 23,415 72 

Total receipts 23,415 72 
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Interest paid within the year 1,524 68 

Total expenditures 1,524 68 

Net earnings 21,891 04 

Rate and amount of dividend paid ($5 per share common and 

preferred) 21,871 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 22,035 87 

Surplus at beginning of year 22,015 83 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 40,000 00 

Rolling stock account at end of year 40,000 00 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 457,410 56 

Balance of construction account at end of year 457,410 56 

Total length of road in miles 14*35 

Miles of road in this State 1435 



State of Massachusetts, ) 

>■ sc. 
County op Suffolk. ) 

I, the undersigned, B. B. Torrey, Treasurer of the Providence, Warren and 
Bristol Railroad Company, on oath do say that the foregoing return has been 
prepared, under my direction, from the original books, papers, and records of 
said company; that I have carefully examined the same, and declare the same 
to be a complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said 
company in respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to 
the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

B. B. TORREY, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of September, 1899. 

AUSTIN W. ADAMS, 
* Justice of tlie Peace. 

Reported by the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 



The Providence, Warren and Bristol Railroad is in the Worcester Division of 
the Old Colony System, and extends from Providence to Bristol; at Warren it 
connects with the Fall River, Warren and Providence Railroad, for Fall River 
Mass. , and thence to Newport, R. I. The following is a list of the stations in 
Rhode Island, with distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by *. 
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Stations. m Miles. 

Providence 00 

India Point , 057 

♦East Providence t4mt 1*00 

*Kettle Point 290 

*Squantum 315 

♦Silver Spring 331 

♦Hauterive 3*40 

♦Pomham 3*45 

Riverside 446 

Bullock's Point 516 

♦Crescent Park 5*30 

Drownville 6*37 

Nayatt 7*26 

Barrington 866 

*Harapden Meadows 9*16 

Warren 1034 

Bristol ' H'44 

Cole's : 1321 

South Swansea 1461 

♦Brayton Point 15*59 

♦Brayton 1729 

Fall River, Mass 18 24 
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FALL BIVEE, WAEEEN AND PEOVIDENCE BAILBOAD 

COMPANY. 

All the road and property of the Fall River, Warren and Providence Railroad 
Company was sold to the Old Colony Railroad Company, under foreclosure, in 
May, 1893, and became part of the Old Colony System. 



BETUEN OF THE NEW ENGLAND BAILBOAD COM 
PANY, SUCCESSOES TO THE NEW YOEK AND 
NEW ENGLAND EAILEOAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated April 17, 1873. Reorganized August 26, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 



Charles P. Clark President New Haven, Conn. 

Edward D. Bobbins Vice-President Hartford, Conn. 

James W. Perkins Secretary Boston, Mass. 

George B. Phippen Treasurer 



t< <( 



DIRECTORS. 

Francis L. Higginson Boston, Mass. 

Nehemiah W. Rice 



a «« 



i 

! Charles L. Lovering " " 

Jesse Metcalf Providence, R. I. 

Frederick J. Kingsbury Waterbury, Conn. 

David S. Plume 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn . 

Edward D. Bobbins Hartford, Conn. 

Robert Bacon : .New York, N. Y. 

John W. Doane Chicago, 111. 

Edward G. Buckland Providence, R. I. 



24 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

Return for the year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $20,000,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 5,000,000 00 

Funded debt 5,000,000 00 

Mortgage debt of the New York and New England Railroad Co. 11,500,000 00 

Floating debt 45,182 22 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 16,545,182 22 

Construction account, 



nt, | 



_ . , 28,732,849 95 

Equipment account, 

Underlying liens, being mortgage of New York and New England 

Railroad Co 11,500,000 00 

All other assets 970,379 48 

Total property and assets 41,203,229 43 

Interest paid within the year 970,000 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (3 per cent, on preferred stock) 150,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend Nothing. 

Deficiency at beginning of year $337,645 87 

Expended during year for new rolling stock Nothing. 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock Nothing. 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year , Nothing. 

Rolling stock account at end of year Nothing. 

Amount charged to construction account $472,345 67 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 28,260,504 28 

Balance of construction account at end of year 28,732,849 95 

Total length of road in miles 359*16 

Miles of road in this State 26 87 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 3924 



State, City, and ) 
County of N. Y., ) 



ss. 



State of Massachusetts, ) 

>sc. 
County of Suffolk, ) 

We, the undersigned, Charles P. Clark, President, and George B. Phippen, 
Treasurer, of the New England Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that 
the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original 
books, papers, and records of said company ; that we haye carefully examined 
the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the 
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business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and 
thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, and belief. 

CHARLES P. CLARK, 

President. 

GEORGE B. PHIPPEN, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to, by Charles P. Clark, before me. this 16th day of 

September, 1899. 

FRANK E. HALL, 

Notary Public, No. 9, N. Y. City. 

• » 

Subscribed and sworn to, by George B. Phippen, before me, this 14th day of 

September, 1899. 

JAMES W. PERKINS, 

Notary Public. 

All other questions answered by the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company. 



The following is a list of stations on the Central Division of the New England 
Railroad, with the distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 0*00 

Olney ville Junction 1 90 

Arlington 206 

West Arlington .. 360 

Cranston 400 

Knightsville 490 

Meshanicutt 570 

Oak Lawn 7 20 

Pontiac 8*40 

Natick 900 

River Point 1100 

Arctic 1160 

Centreville 1210 

Quidnick 1300 

Anthony 1840 

Washington 1440 

Coventry 1810 

Summit 21 60 

Greene. 2410 

4 
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RETURN OF THE RHODE ISLAND & MASSACHUSETTS 

RADLROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated June 27, 1871. Leased to the New York and New England Rail- 
road Company for 99 years from October 1, 1887. No rolling stock. 
Now operated by the New England Railroad Co. 



OFFICERS. 

Jonathan Chace President Valley Palls, R. I. 

Edward G. Buckland Treasurer and Secretary. . .Providence, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Jonathan Chace Valley Falls, R. I. 

Geo. L. Littlefield Pawtucket, R. I. 

Robert W. Taft Providence, R. I. 

Edward G. Buckland 

H. Conant Pawtucket, R. I. 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

W. G. Roelker Providence. R. I. 

A. B. Chace Valley Falls, R. I. 



Return far (lie year ending June SO, 1889. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $180,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 987 46 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 987 46 

Construction account 145,019 89 

Equipment account 

All other assets 

Total property and assets 145,019 89 

Discount on stock sold 38,107 70 

Receipts from all other sources 10,000 00 



fV 
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Total receipts 10,000 00 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 96 09 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 58 33 

All other expenditures (including amount applied on floating debt) 845 58 

Total expenditures 1,000 00 

Net receipts 9,000 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (5 per cent.) 9,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend (applied on floating debt) 809 81 

Surplus at beginning of year (applied to floating debt) 1,314 40 

Expended during year for new rolling stock * 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock * 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year * 

Rolling stock account at end of year * 

Expended for maintenance of way * 

How much of last amount charged to construction account. ... * 

How much of same charged to expense account * 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year * 

Balance of construction account at end of year * 

Total number of passengers carried during year * 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year * 

Number of locomotives * 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes * 

Number of passenger train cars * 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . * 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes * 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam * 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters * 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves * 

Number of freight cars * 

Number freight cars equipped with power brakes * 

Number equipped with automatic couplers * 

Total length of road in miles 1359 

Milesof road in this State 7*07 

Miles of track in this state, reckoned as single track 7*77 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 1 

— — ■ i i — - — — — ■■■!■ ^ — ■ . i -■ ■ ■ i. i ,i — — i i .^i . ■■■ — ■■■ ■ — ■ ■ i ■ ^ ■■■■■ f . | m 

* Now included in report of New England Railroad. 
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Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 



Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



4 
5 

8 
None. 

6 
None. 

5 

2 
None. 
None. 

2 
None. 
None. 

Nothing. 

* 

* 
* 

* 

* 
* 



State op Rhodb Island, 
County op Providence 






We, the undersigned, Jonathan Chace, President, and Edward G. Buckland, 
Treasurer, of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railway Company, on 
oath do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our 
direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that 
we have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and 



* Now included In report of New England Railroad. 
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correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each 
and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation, and belief. 

JONATHAN CHACE, 

President. 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to, before me, by Edward G. Buckland, this 7th day of 
September, 1899. 

E. R. POTTER, 

Notary Public 

Subscribed and affirmed, before me, by Jonathan Chace, this 7th day of 

September, 1899. 

E. R. POTTER, 

Notary Public. 



The Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad extends from Valley Falls, 
R. I., to Franklin, Mass. The following is a list of the stations in Rhode Island, 
with distances from Valley Falls. Flag stations designated by ♦. 

Stations. Miles. 

Valley Falls 000 

♦Cumberland Mills 0*80 

♦Abbot's Run 460 

♦Arnold's Mills 5*90 

♦Diamond Hill 810 
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EETUEN OP THE PEOVIDENCE AND SPKINGFIELD 

EAILEOAD COMPANY. 

Organized September 1, 1871. Leased to and operated by New York and New 
England Railroad Company for 99 years from October 1, 1890. New lease 
to the New England Company took effect July 1, 1896, to run for 
93 years from that date. All business not found in the ac- 
companying return is included in returns of 
New England Railroad Co. 



OFFICERS. 



William Tinkham. President Providence, R. I. 

Edward G. Buckland Treasurer 



<« it 



DIRECTORS. 

William Tinkham Providence, R. I. 

Fenner H. Peckham, Jr 

William W. Douglas 

Stephen O. Metcalf .* 

Wm. H. Pope 

Edward G. Buckland 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

Walter A. Read Chepachet, R. I. 

Fred L. Sayles Pascoag, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) 1517,450 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 750,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 750,000 00 
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Contraction account. ) 

^ . [ 1,267,450 00 

Equipment account, ) 

All other assets None. 

Total property and assets 1,267,450 00 

Receipts passenger department * 

Receipts freight department * 

Receipts from all other sources (rent received from New York. 

New Haven and Hartford Railroad Co.) 58,21 2 28 

Total receipts 58,212 23 

Operating expenses * 

Interest paid within the year 37,500 00 

Taxes paid within the year * 

Salaries and wages * 

All other expenditures 14 23 

Total expenditures 37,514 23 

Net receipts 20,608 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (4 per cent.) 20,698 00 

Surplus after paying dividend None. 

Surplus at beginning of year None. 

Expended during year for new rolling stock * 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock . * 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year * 

Rolling stock account at end of year * 

Expended for maintenance of way * 

How much of last amount charged to construction account * 

How much of same charged to expense account * 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 1 ,267,450 00 

Balance of construction account at end of year 1,267,450 00 

Total number of passengers carried during year * 

Total number of tons merchandise earned during year * 

Number of locomotives * 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes * 

Number of passenger train cars * 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes * 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes * 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam * 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters * 



* Included in the report of the N. Y., N. H. & II. R. R. Co. 
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Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this state. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood , 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



* 

27-78 

26 10 

3261 

12 

7 

16 

34 

4 

5 

6 

54 

19 

None. 

4 

15 

None. 

None. 

Nothing. 

None. 

* 

* 

* 



•Included in the report of the N. Y., N, H. & H. R. R. Co. 
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State of Rhode Island.) 

>■ sc. 
County op Providence, ) 

We, the undersigned, William Tinkham, President and Edward G. Buckland, 
Treasurer, of the Providence and Springfield Railroad Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion, and belief. 

WILLIAM TINKHAM, 

President. 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of October, 1899. 

E. R. POTTER, 

Notary Public. 



The Providence and Springfield Railroad extends from Providence to Pascoag. 
The following is a list of stations, with distances from Providence. Flag stations 
designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 000 

OlneyVille 190 

Johnston 2*40 

*Dyerville 3.80 

Manton 430 

♦Lymansville 490 

♦Allendale 570 

Centredale 640 

♦Graystone 6*90 

Enfield 790 

Georgiaville 8*80 

Stillwater 1040 

♦Smithfield 1230 

5 
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Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this state . 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood r 

9 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



* 
* 

* 

27-78 

26 10 

3261 

12 

7 

16 

34 

4 

5 

6 

54 

19 

None. 

4 

15 

None. 

None. 

Nothing. 

None. 

* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
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State op Rhode Island.) 

>■ sc. 
County op Providence, ) 

c- 

We, the undersigned, William Tinkham, President and Edward G. Buckland, 
Treasurer, of the Providence and Springfield Railroad Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion, and belief. 

WILLIAM TINKHAM, 

President. 

EDWARD G. BUCKLAND, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of October, 1899. 

E. R. POTTER, 

Notary Public. 



The Providence and Springfield Railroad extends from Providence to Pascoag. 
The following is a list of stations, with distances from Providence. Flag stations 
designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 000 

OlneyVille 190 

Johnston 2*40 

♦Dyerville 3.80 

Manton 430 

♦Lymansville 490 

♦Allendale 570 

Centredale 640 

♦Graystone 6*90 

Enfield 790 

Georgiaville 8*80 

Stillwater 10*40 

♦Smithfield 1230 

5 
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Stations. Miles. 

•Primrose 1440 

♦Field's station 15 90 

Tarkiln , 1690 

Oakland 1970 

Harrisville 21*20 

Pascoag 2280 
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EETUBN OF WOONSOCKET & PASCOAG EAILEOAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated May 21, 1889. Road operated by the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad Company, Lessee of the New England Railroad, in 
continuance of temporary operation by the New England Rail- 
road Company, in accordance with a notice of the Presi- 
dent of that Company, dated August 29th, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 



C. Peter Clark President*. Boston, Mass. 

George B. Phippen Treasurer 

James W. Perkins Secretary 



t% <( 



«( ft 



DIRECTORS. 

C. Peter Clark Boston, Mass. 

Frank A. Farnham " 

George B. Phippen " *« 

Lawson B. Bidwell •• " 

James W. Perkins " " 

Edgar K. pay Unionville, Mass. 

Joseph G. Ray Franklin, Mass. 



Return for the year ending June 30 % 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) 1200,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 100,000 00 

Floating debt (interest on first mortgage bonds accrued not due). 1,250 00 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 101,250 00 

Construction account 300,000 00 

Equipment account 

All other assets (rental accrued not due) 1,250 00 

Total property and assets 301,250 00 
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Receipts passenger department 

Receipts freight department 

Receipts from all other sources (rent of road) 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year. . - 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State , 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 



1 



y 



5,000 00 
5,000 00 

5,000 00 



5,000 00 



300,000 00 
300,000 00 



o 

o . 
o . 

g-ffl 

2 • 

53 . 
1* 



9 45 

945 

10 49 
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Number of regular stopping places in this State * 

Number of flag siations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



State op Massachusetts, 

_' sc. 
County op Suffolk. 



We, the undersigned, C. Peter Clark, President, and George B. Phippen, 
Treasurer, of the Woonsocket and Pascoag Railroad Company, on oath do sev- 
erally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from such original books, papers, and records of said company as we have been 



* Replies to this and the following inquiries included in report of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co. 
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able to obtain ; that we have carefully examined the same, and declare the 
same to be a complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said 
company in respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to 
the best of our knowledge* information, and belief. 

C. PETER CLARK, 

President. 

GEO. B. PHIPPEN, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of September, 1899. 

FRANK A. FARNHAM, 

Justice of the Peace. 



The Woonsocket and Pascoag Railroad extends from Woonsocket to Harris . 
ville, where it connects with the Providence and Springfield Railroad. The 
following is a list of the stations in Rhode Island, with distances from Woon- 
socket. Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

fWoonsocket 00 

♦Alice Avenue 1 *10 

♦Union Village 140 

♦Forestdale 260 

Slatersville 380 

Nasonville 5*70 

Glendale 690 

Oakland Centre 810 

♦Whipple 8"80 

JHarrisville 980 

t Station situated upon the N. E. R. R. includes t Vj miles to N. B. R. R. station at Woon- 
socket. 

t Includes -ffo miles to N. B. R. R. station at Harrisville station, situated upon the P. & 
S. R. R. 
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BETUBN OF NABEAGANSETT PIEB EAILEOAD 

COMPANY. 

Organized April 12, 1875. 



OFFICERS. 



• < 4* 

«< t« 



John N. Hazard President Peace Dale, R. I. 

R. G. Hazard Vice-President and Treas. . 

Wm. T. Stedman Secretary 

G. T. Lanphear Superintendent 

DIRECTORS. 

John N. Hazard Peace Dale, R. I. 

B. P. Robinson Wakefield, R. I. 

Geo. C. Robinson 

R. G. Hazard Peace Dale, R. I. 

John M. Hall New Haven, Conn. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $133,800 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 95,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 95,000 00 

Construction account 211,815 71 

Equipment account 31,790 58 

All other assets 32,391 92 

Total property and assets 275,998 21 

Receipts passenger department 32,224 68 
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Receipts freight department 17,075 27 

Receipts from all other sources 2,888 93 

Total receipts 52,188 88 

Operatiug expenses 12,352 01 

Interest paid within the year 2,800 00 

Taxes paid within the year 1,171 53 

Salaries and wages 22,470 03 

All other expenditures 4,138 90 

Total expenditures 42,932 47 

Net earnings 9,256 41 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (9 per cent.) 12,042 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 32,000 74 

Surplus at beginning of year 34,786 33 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 4,100 00 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 5,402 93 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 27,690 58 

Rolling stock account at end of year 31,790 58 

Expended for maintenance of way 9,142 35 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 211,815 71 

Balance of construction account at end of year 21 1 ,815 71 

Total number of passengers carried during year 134,617 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year 19,742 

Number of locomotives 2 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 2 

Number of passenger train cars 6 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes All. 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes All. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 2 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 1 

Number of passengers train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars and coal dumps 14 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes None. 

Number equipped with automatic couplers None. 

Total length of road in miles 8J 

Miles of road in this State, , 8£ 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 8J 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 4 
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Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings. . . . 
Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

• 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees inj ured , 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



1- 
4 
14 
1 
2 
2 
15 
6 

None. 
6 

None. 

None. 

None. 
Nothing. 

None. 
4,815 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
50 

6J cts. 

2 cts. 



State op Rhode Island, 
County op Washington 



J so. 



We, the undersigned, Geo. T. Lanphear, Superintendent, and William T. 
Stedman, Assistant Treasurer, of the Narragansett Pier Railroad Company, on 
oath do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our 
direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that 
we have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and 
correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each 
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and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation, and belief. 

GEO. T. LANPHEAR, 

Superintendent. 

WILLIAM T. STEDMAN, 

Assistant Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 28th day of September, 1899. 

FREDERICK A. BROWN, 

Notary Public. 



The Narragansett Pier Railroad extends from Narragansett Pier to Kingston, 
where it connects with the Stonington Division, New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad. The following is a list of stations, with distances from 
Kingston Junction. Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 
Kingston 000 

•Gould's 350 

Peace Dale. 5 00 

Wakefield 550 

Narragansett Pier « 850 
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BETURN OF NEWPORT & WICKFORD RAILROAD AND 

STEAMBOAT COMPANY. 

* 

Organized, 1870. 



OFFICERS. 

J. W. Miller President Pier 36, N. Y. City. 

A. S. Sherman Secretary and Treasurer Newport, N. Y. 

DIRECTORS. 

J. N. A. Griswold Newport, R. I. 

Geo. Peabody Wetmore '* " 

A. S. Sherman 

J. W. Miller N. Y. City. 

Geo. Gordon King Newport, R. I. 

Theo. K. Gibbs 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $100,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 100,000 00 

Floating debt 15,946 26 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 115,946 29 

Construction account 1 18,018 70 

Equipment account 65,000 00 

All other assets 16,401 97 

Total property and assets 199,420 67 

Receipts passenger department 86,209 86 

Receipts freight department 3,288 97 

Receipts from all other sources 12,842 30 

Total receipts 52,291 13 

Operating expenses 15,500 07 

Interest paid within the year 5,000 00 

Taxes paid within the year 588 00 
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Salaries and wages 19,310 02 

All other expenditures 3,897 24 

Total expenditures 44,295 33 

Net earnings 7,995 80 

Rate and amount of dividend paid None. 

Surplus after paying dividend .* None. 

Surplus at beginning of year None. 

Expended during year for new rolling stock None. 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 2,037 91 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 65,000 00 

Rolling stock account at end of year 65,000 00 

Expended for maintenance of way 1,859 03 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account 1,859 03 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 118,018 70 

Balance of construction account at end of year 118,018 70 

Total number of passengers carried during year 102,088 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year No. acct. kept. 

Number of locomotives 1 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 1 

Number of passenger train cars 1 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 1 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 1 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars 1 

Number freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles $j% 

Miles of road in this State 3 T ^ 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 4 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 4 

Number of flag stations 2 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 4 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State . . 2 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 2 

Number guarded by flagmen only 1 

Number where electric bells are used 1 
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Number of farm or private grade crossings 2 

Number of bridges in this State 3 

Number built of stone 1 

Number built of iron None. 

Number built of wood None. 

Number combination 2 

Number of new bridges built during the year None. 

Cost of new bridges built during the year Nothing. 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year 1,589 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year None. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State None. 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured None. 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured None. 

Average number of persons employed In this State 26 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 5 cts. on R. R. 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 2\ cts. on R. R. 



State of Rhode Island, 
County of Newport 



lND,) 



I, the undersigned, A. S. Sherman, Treasurer, of the Newport and Wickford 
Railroad and Steamboat Company, on oath do say that the foregoing return has 
been prepared, under my direction, from the original books, papers, and records 
of said company; that I have carefully examined the same, and declare the same 
to be a complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said 
company in respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to 
the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

A. S. SHERMAN, 

Treasurer. 



Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 5th day of October, 1899. 

WM. BURDICK, 

Notary Public. 
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The Newport and Wickford Railroad and Steamboat Company extends from 
Newport to Wickford by steamboat, thence to Wickford Junction by railroad, 
where it connects with Stonington Division, New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad. The following is a list of stations, with distances from Wick- 
ford Landing. 

Stations. Miles. 

Wickford Landing 

Wickford £ 

Belleville H 

Wickford Junction &iV 



APPENDIX. 4? 



EETUEN OF THE WOOD EIVEK BEANCH EAILBOAD 

COMPANY. 

Organized July 8, 1872. 



OFFICERS. 



Amos G. Nichols President Hope Valley, R I. 

Geo. H. Olney Vice-President and Treasurer. . 

Leander M. Barber Superintendent 



<< 



<i «( 



DIRECTORS. 

Amos G. Nichols Hope Valley, R. I. 

Edward Barber " " 

George H. Olney 

John L. Kenyon Wyoming, R. I. 

William F. Joslin Providence, R. I. 

Jeremiah B. Gardiner •* <% 

Benjamin P. Langworthy Hope Valley, R. I. 

Benjamin Kenyon Rockville, R. I. 

John J. Greene Hope Valley, R. I. 



Return for tlie year ending June SO, 1889. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $60,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 56,500 00 

Floating debt 17,352 09 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 73,852 09 

Construction account 111,925 29 

Equipment account 16,740 51 

All other assets 5,186 29 

Total property and assets 133,852,09 
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Receipts passenger department 3,927 47 

Receipts freight department 7,679 81 

Receipts from all other sources 864 56 

Total receipts 12,471 84 

Operating expenses 8,777 34 

Interest paid within the year 3,384 00 

Taxes paid within the year 500 85 

Salaries and wages 5,095 30 

All other expenditures 101 60 

Total expenditures 12,859 09 

Net earnings (deficit) 387 25 

Rate and amount of dividend paid None. 

Surplus 15,884 20 

Surplus at beginning of year 16.271 45 

Expended during year for new rolling stock Nothing. 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 821 65 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 16,740 51 

Rolling stock account at end of year 16,740 51 

Expended for maintenance of way 2,637 59 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account 2,637 59 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 111,925 29 

Balance of construction account at end of year 111,925' 29 

Total number of passengers carried during year ... 17,817 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year 9,724 

Number of locomotives 3 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 2 

Number of passenger train cars 3 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes ... 3 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by hot water 2 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars None. 

Number freight cars equipped with power brakes None. 

Number equipped with automatic couplers None. 

Total length of road in miles 570 

Miles of road in this State 570 

Miles of track in this state, reckoned as single track 6625 
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Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



3 
2 

4 
4 

None. 

None. 

None. 

14 

2 

None. 

None. 

2 

None. 

None. 

Nothing. 

39*3 

1,620 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

12 

$ 045f 

•016* 



State of Rhode Island,) 

>■ sc. 
County op Washington, ) 



We, the undersigned, Amos G. Nichols, President, and Geo. H. Olney, Treas- 
urer, of the Wood River Branch Railroad Company, on oath do severally say 
that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement 
7 
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of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter 
and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, and belief. 

AMOS G. NICHOLS, 

President. 

GEO. H. OLNEY. 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 14th day of September, 1899. 

ALBERT S. WOOD, 

Notary Public. 



The Wood River Branch extends from Wood River Junction on the Stoning- 
ton Division, New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad, to Hope Valley. 
The following is a list of stations, with distances from Wood River Junction. 
Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Wood River Junction 000 

Woodville 350 

♦Canonchet 3*70 

Hope Valley 570 



r 
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RETURN OF MOSHASSUCK VALLEY RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Organized June 11, 1874. , 



OFFICERS. 



Hon. F. C. Sayles President Pawtucket, R. 1. 

F. A. Sayles Treasurer 

Ohas. O. Read Secretary 

G. M. Clarke Superintendent Saylesville, R. I. 



DIRECTORS. 

Hon. F. C. Sayles Pawtucket, R. I. 

F. A. Sayles 

F. C. Sayles 

Chas. O. Read 

W. K. Washburn Providence, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $50,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt None. 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) None. 

Construction account 80,092 19 

Equipment account 8,100.00 

All other assets 16,109 74 

Total property and assets 104,301 93 

Receipts passenger department 1,039 81 

Receipts freight department 23,899 15 
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Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages ,. 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net loss 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus at close of year 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock '. 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 



354 50 
25,293 46 
17,139 32 

None. 

437 85 
19,595 75 

37,172 42 

11,878 96 

None. 

44,301 93 

56,180 89 

None. 

5,645 91 

8,100 00 

8,100 00 

4,096 33 

None. 

All. 

80,092 19 

80,092 19 

31,628 

112,093 

2 

1 

2 

2 

None. 
2 

None. 

None. 
7 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
5 

None. 
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Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 2 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State . . 2 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen None. 

Number guarded by flagmen only 2 

Number where electric bells are used None. 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 3 

Number of bridges in this State 1 

Number built of stone 1 

Number built of iron None. 

Number built of wood None. 

Number combination None. 

Number of new bridges built during the year None. 

Cost of new bridges built during the year None. 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 15 

Number of ties laid during the year 750 

Number of new station buildings erected during the year None. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State None. 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured None. 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured 1 

Average number of persons employed in this State 36 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 2J cts. 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets If cts. 



State of Rhode Island,) 

> 8C. 

County op Providence, ) 

We, the undersigned, F. A. Sayles, Treasurer, and G. M. Clarke. Superin- 
tendent of the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, on oath do severally say 
that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 
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matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, 
and belief. 

F. A. SAYLES, 

Treasurer. 

G. M. CLARKE, 

Superintendent. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 27th day of October, 1899. 

CHAS. O. READ, 

Notary Public. 



The Moshassuck Valley Railroad extends from Woodlawn station, on the 
Providence Division, New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad, to Sayles- 
ville, R. I. The stations, with distances from Saylesville, are as follows : 

Stations. Miles. 

Saylesville 

Bagley Street \ 

Lock Bridge 1£ 

Loraine \\ 

Woodlawn Junction, N. Y. , N. H. & H. R. R 2 
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RETURNS 



OP THE 



STREET RAILROAD COMPANIES 



FOE THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1899. 



KETTJBN OF UNION KAILKOAD COMPANY. 



Organized February 2, 1865. 



OFFICERS. j 

Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. | 

Chas. H. Perkins Vice-President. " « 

A. T. Potter : . General Manager " " 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer " " 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary 

DIRECTORS. j 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Benj. A. Jackson " " | 

Chas. H. Perkins 

Geo. W. R. Matteson 

Arthur H. Watson '• « 
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Return for the year ending June SO, 1889. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $8,700,00 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 25,000 00 

Floating debt 182,051 78 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 207,051 73 

Construction account. 



nt, | 



7,521,565 04 
Equipment account 

All other assets 1,801,670 48 

Total property and assets 9,828,285 62 

Receipts passenger department 1,689,280 87 

Receipts from all other sources 23,588 00 

Total receipts 1,712,818 87 

Operating expenses 282,864 34 

Interest paid within the. year ,. 

Taxes paid within the year 100,528 80 

Salaries and wages 591,082 84 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 973,975 48 

Net earnings , . 738,843 39 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (8 per cent.) 696,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 416,183 79 

Surplus at beginning of year ^ 373,340 40 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 51,368 41 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 75,627 22 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year. 

Expended for maintenance of way 86,740 96 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 38,987,224 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 395 

Number of other cars 78 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 199 

Total length of road in miles. . 85*816 

Miles of road in this State 85*816 



r 
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Miles of track in this State, reckoned a ssingle track 112 539 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 21 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 5 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 1 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured .... 26 

Number of employees .killed 

Number of employees injured 3 

Average number of persons employed in this State 1,046 

Rate of fare 5 cts. 



State op Rhode Island, 

}-8C. 

County op Providence, 

We, the undersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Union Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that the 
foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from th§ original books, 
papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully examined the 
same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the busi- 
ness and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and thing 
therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager. 
C. A. BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of August, 1899. 

GEORGE B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public. 
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BETUEN OF PAWTUCKET STEEET EAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized July 18, 1885. 



OFFICBR8. 



• ( 4< 



it << 



Nelson W. Aldrich President. Providence, R. I. 

Lyman B. Goff Vice President Pawtucket, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager Providence, R. I. 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary 

Chas. F. Luther Superintendent Pawtucket, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Lyman B. Goff Pawtucket, R. I. 

Darius L. Goff 

A. T. Potter Providence, R. I. 

Chas. H. Perkins 

Eben N. Littlefield Pawtucket, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June SO, 2899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $500,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 20,600 13 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 20,600 13 

Construction account, ) _ ,588,119 90 

Equipment account, ) 

All other assets 48,942 91 

Total property and assets 587,062 81 

Receipts passenger department 142,350 75 

Receipts from all other sources 
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Total receipts 142,850 75 

Operating expenses 81,788 40 

Interest paid within the year % 

Taxes paid within the year 5,237 94 

Salaries and wages 62,241 70 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 99,258 10 

Net earnings 48,092 65 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (8 per cent.) 40,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 66,462 68 

Surplus at beginning of year 68,870 03 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 14,686 40 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 6,956 43 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 2.847,827 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 46 

Number of other cars 5 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 28 

Total length of road in miles 17*887 

Mies of road in this State 17*887 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 19*969 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 3 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 2 

Average number of persons employed in this State 108 

Rate of fare 5cts. 
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State op Rhode Island, 
County op Providence 



. r 



We, the undersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Paw tucket Street Railway Company, on oath do severally say 
that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 
matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, 

and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

Treasurer, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of August, 1899. 

GEORGE B. MERCHANT, 

Notary public. 
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RETURN OF WOONSOCKET STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANY. / 

Organized June 4, 1886. 



OFFICERS. 



Edgar K. Ray President and General Manager Woonsocket, R. I. 

Walter Whittlesey Treasurer Chelsea, Mass. 

Willard Kent Secretary Woonsocket, R. I. 

H. M. Young Superintendent " " 

DIRECTORS. 

Thomas Martin Chelsea, Mass. 

Walter Whittlesey 

Edgar K. Ray Woonsocket, R. I. 

Henry L. Whittlesey Boston, Mass. 

Chas. H. Wilson " 

Edward H. Rathbun . . . . Franklin, Mass. 

Joseph G. Ray 

Willard Kent Woonsocket, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30 % 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $140,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 195,000 00 

Floating debt 162,804 59 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 357,804 59 

Construction account 345,895 09 

Equipment account 84, 130 97 

All other assets 12,179 77 

Total property and assets 442,205 83 

Receipts passenger department 57,620 65 

Receipts from all other sources 261 80 

Total receipts 57,882 45 

Operating expenses 44,517 42 

Interest paid within the year 17,491 72 

9 
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Interest paid within the year ". 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages , 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (7 per cent, on preferred stock) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year (opened January 81. 

1898) 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

(opened January 81, 1898) 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars .*. 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons crossing the track killed 

Number of persons crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare 



2,899 15 


70 00 


15,348 90 


46,801 32 


6,205 83 


2,100 00 


4,105 83 


4,537 94 


4,747 32 


4,018 26 


4,359 27 


4,761 10 


570 94 


4,190 16 


32 25 


603 19 


963,027 


13 


4 


6 


417 


417 


24 


500 


None. 


None. 


1 


1 


3 


None. 


5 


25 


5 cts. 



r 
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State of Rhode Island, 
County op Newport, 



sc. 



We, the undersigned, Gardiner B. Reynolds, President, and George P. Magner, 
Treasurer, of the Newport Street Railway Company, on oath do severally say 
that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 
matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, 
and belief. 

GARDINER B. REYNOLDS, 

President. 
GEORGE P. MAGNER, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of August, 1899. 

CHARLES H. KOEHNE, Jr., 

Notary Public. 
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RETURN OF PEOVIDENCE CABLE TRAMWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized July 24, 1884 Leased to the Union Railroad Company 

January 1, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 



Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager " •' 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer " " 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary " 

DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R 

Benj. A. Jackson 

Chas. H. Perkins 

' Geo. W. R. Matteson 

Arthur H. Watson 



t< 



<• 



<» 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) 1300,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 240 00 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 240 00 

Construction account, ) 

„ . ' \ 298,106 28 

Equipment account, ) 

All other assets 150,009 98 

Total property and assets 448,116 21 

Receipts passenger department 

Receipts from lease of road 18,000 00 
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Total receipts 18,000 00 

Operatiug expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 18,000 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (6 per cent.) 18,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 147,876 21 

Surplus at beginning of year 147,876 21 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 32 

Number of other cars 28 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 12 

Total length of road in miles 2*927 

Miles of road in this State 2927 

Miles of track in this Stale, reckoned as single track. 3*295 



State of Rhode Island, 
County op Pkovidence 






We, the undersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Providence Cable Tramway Company, on oath do severally say 
that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 



IS 
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matter and thiog therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, 
and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

• Treasurer. 

Subscribed «and sworn to before me, this 29th day of August, 1899. 

GEORGE B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public. 



APPENDIX. 73 



RETURN OF INTERSTATE CONSOLIDATED STREET 

RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Organized April 20, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 

Marsden J. Perry President Providence, R. I. 

Edward R. Price Treasurer North Attleboro, Mass. 

George R. Cook Superintendent Attleboro, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Marsden J. Perry Providence, R. I. 

Fenner H. Peckham 

Daniel A. Pierce 

Edward R. Price North Attleboro, Mass. 

Henry F. Barrows 

Clarence L. Watson Attleboro, Mass. 



Betumfor the year ending June SO, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $380,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt. . 150,000 00 

Floating debt 127,816 10 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 277,816 10 

Construction account 495,077 92 

Equipment account 130,860 46 

All other assets • 77,017 26 

Total property and assets 702,955 64 

Receipts passenger department 144,901 17 

Receipts from all other sources 1,218 25 

Total receipts , ,,..*,.- 146,119 42 

10 
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Operating expenses 54,919 75 

Interest paid within the year 8,640 00 

Taxes paid within the year 6,194 47 

Salaries and wages 48,071 26 

All other expeuditures 

Total expenditures 117,825 48 

Net earnings 28,293 94 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (6 per cent.) 22,800 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 30,774 88 

Surplus at beginning of year 21,431 37 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 28,277 71 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock • 10,352 14 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 114,220 46 

Rolling stock account at end of year 130,860 46 

Expended for maintenance of way 53,932 22 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 36,222 24 

How much of same charged to expense account 17,709 98 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 458,855 68 

Balance of construction account at end of year 495,077 92 

Total number of passengers carried during year 2,900,994 

Number of horses 2 

Number of motor cars 25 

Number of other cars 17 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters . 11 

Total length of road in miles 24 '64 

Miles of road in this State 4*750 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 4*975 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 16, 154 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 14 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars None. 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 6 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. ... 8 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured None. 

Average number of persons employed in this State 2 

Average rate of fare per mile 101 cts. 
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State of Massachusetts, ) 

> sc. 
County of Bristol, ) 

I, the undersigned, Edward R. Price, Treasurer of the Interstate Consolidated 
Street Railway Company, on oath do say that the foregoing return has been pre- 
pared, under my direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said 
company ; that I have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be 
a complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said company 
in respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of 
my knowledge, information, and belief. 

EDWARD R. PRICE, 

Treasurer, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 19th day of July, 1899. 

JOSEPH E. POND, 

Notary Public. 
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BETUEN OF PAWCATUCK VALLEY STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized May 25, 1808. 



OFFICERS. 

William Hoxsey President Westerly, R. I. 

E. P. Shaw, Jr Treasurer, Secretary and Gen'l. Manager. .Boston, Mass. 

Geo. W. Steadraan . . Superintendent Westerly, R. I. 

DIRECTOR**. 

William Hoxsey .'Westerly, R. I. 

E. P. Shaw Newburyport, Mass. 

Solomon Lucus Norwich, Conn. 

A. S. Paton Leominster, Mass. 

John Champlin Westerly, R. I. 

George A. Butman Maiden, Mass. 

E. P. Shaw, Jr \ . .Boston, Mass. 



Beturn for the year endiig June SO \ 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $75,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 100,000 00 

Floating debt .' 11,500 00 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 111,500 00 

Construction account 129,850 60 

Equipment account 17,662 76 

All other assets 41,004 01 

Total property and assets 188,017 87 

Receipts passenger department 16,481 49 

Receipts from all other sources 1,096 64 

Total receipts 17,528 18 



.' 
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Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (2$ per cent. ) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account . . . 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this Slate 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State. . 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed . . . 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile 



2,592 00 

5,567 03 

581 56 

5,674 84 

14,415 43 
3,112 70 
1,875 00 
2,994 66 
1,756 96 

280 18 

16,864 03 

16,864 03 

76 12 

None. 

76 12 

129,350 60 

129,350 60 

332,547 

None. 

7 

None. 

None. 

6 

6 

6 

None. 

87 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

16 

•0166 cts. 
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State of Rhode Island,) 

>■ sc. 
County of Washington, ) 

We, the undersigned, William Hoxsey, President, and Edward P. Shaw, Jr., 
Treasurer, of the Pawcatuck Valley Street Railway Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion, and belief. 

WILLIAM HOXSEY, 

President. 

EDWARD P. SHAW, Jr., 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 14lh day of August, 1899. 

JOHN W. SWEENEY, 

Notary Public. 
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EETUEN OF PAWTUXET VALLEY ELECTEIC STEEET 

EAILWAT COMPANY. 

Organized July 23, 1893. 



OFFICERS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

Henry L. Greene Vice-President River Point, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager Providence, R. I. 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer " " 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary 



i 



DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Henry L. Greene River Point, R. I. 

Cbas. H. Perkins Providence, R. I. 

Marsden J. Perry 4t " 

Arthur H. Watson " " 



Return for the year ending June 30> 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $400,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) '. 

Funded debt 185,200 00 

Floating debt 156,102 77 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock). 341,302 77 

Construction account, 1 * 168 870* 42 
Equipment account, ) 

All other assets 581,516 45 

Total property and assets 750,386 87 

Receipts passenger department 42,933 92 

Receipts from all other sources 



42,933 92 


16,724 7Q 


9,260 00 


882 96 


15,015 81 


41,833 47 


1,100 45 


9,084 10 


7,983 65 
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Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year , 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings f 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock % 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 2,999 22 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 4,168 89 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 858,593 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 9 

Number of other cars 2 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 4 

Total length of road in miles 10*748 

Miles of road in this State 10748 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 11*159 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 1 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 31 

Rate of fare ,. 5 cts. 
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State of Rhode Island,) 

>• sc. 
County op Providence, ) 

We, the undersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and. C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer of the Pawtuxet Valley Electric Street Railway Company, on oath 
do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direc- 
tion, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we 
have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and 
correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each 
and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, 

information, and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of August, 1899. 

GEORGE B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public. 



n 



82 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 



EETURN OF THE SEA VIEW EAILEOAD COMPANY. 



Organized July 23, 1887. 



OFFICERS. 

Wm. C. Clarke President Wakefield, R. I. 

Louis F. Bell Treasurer 

Wm. C. Clarke, Jr Secretary '• 

DIRECTORS. 

Wm. C. Clarke Wakefield, R. I. 

Louis F. Bell 

John L. Sheldon 

George H. Bullock 

Wm. C. Clarke, Jr 



ii 1 1 

<( I 4 

Ii !< 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $60,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 

Construction account 126,274 00 

Equipment account 82,919 00 

All other assets 611 52 

Total property and assets 159,804 52 

Receipts passenger department 3,695 27 

Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 3,695 27 

Operating expenses 1 ,754 4Q 

Interest paid within the year , 
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Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account. 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year , 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year* 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars > 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State. . . 
Number of passengers injured during the year in this State. . 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed . . 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile 



225 00 

886 00 

2,865 40 
1,940 87 



20,143 39 

10,000 00 
20,143 39 



126,274 00 

126,274 00 

73,905 

6 

4 

12 

12 

12 

1,152 

81,680 



If cts. 



* The road was run but 46 days in the latter part of season of 1898, and was not opened for 
travel between Narragansett Pier and Wlckford until June 17, 1899. 
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State op Rhode Island, ) 

>■ 8C. 

County of Washington, ) 



We, the undersigned, Wm. C. Clarke, President, and Louis F. Bell, Treas- 
urer, of the Sea View Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that the fore- 
going return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original books, 
papers and records of said company ; that we have carefully examined the 
same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the busi- 
ness and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and thing 
therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, and belief. 

WM. C. CLARKE, 

President. 

LOUIS F. BELL, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 80th day of October, 1899. 

FRED'K C. OLNEY, 

Notary Public. 
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RETURN OF NEWPORT AND FALL RIVER STREET 

RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Organized January, 1898. 



OFFICERS. 



Robert S. Goff President Fall River, Mass. 

Melville Bull Vice-President Newport, R. I. 

Herbert H. Read Treasurer Fall River, Mass. 

A. C. Landers Secretary Newport, R. I. 

R. H. Filmore, Jr Superintendent Portsmouth, R. I. 

• 

DIRECTORS. 

S. F. Kelley State St., Boston, Mass. 

Melville Bull Newport, R. I. 

P. L. Saltonstall 53 State St. , Boston, Mass. 

A. C. Landers Newport, R. I. 

E. P. Shaw, Jr Brookline, Mass. 

A. L. Hambly Tiverton, R. I. 

Lorenzo Tallman Portsmouth, R. I. 

R. S. Goff Fall River, Mass. 

Herbert H. Read 



Return for tlie year ending June SO, 1889. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $250,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 240,000 00 

Floating debt 39,002 36 

Total gross debt (not including capital stock) 279,002 36 

Construction account 252,609 38 

Equipment account 224,250 53 
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All other assets 52,949 77 

Total property and assets 529,809 68 

Receipts passenger department 67,292 96 

Receipts from all other sources 3,542 77 

Total receipts , 70,835 73 

Operating expenses 25,150 11 

Interest paid within the year 11,832 53 

Taxes paid within the year 1,650 00 

Salaries and wages * 22,850 53 

All other expenditures 3,554 01 

Total expenditures 65,037 18 

Net earnings ." 5,798 55 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (3 per cent ) 7,500 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 801 82 

Surplus at beginning of year 2,502 77 

Expended during year for new rolling stock * 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 2,107 51 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year * 

Rolling stock account at end of year 75,000 00 

Expended for maintenance of way 3,709 98 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year * 

Balance of construction account at end of year 252,609 38 

Total number of passengers carried during year 1,495,635 

Number of horses 1 

Number of motor cars 26 

Number of other cars 4 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 9 

Total length of road in miles I^tVt 

Miles of road in this State I^tVif 

Miles of track in this State, reckoned as single track 15tVtf 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 7 

Number of persons killed while getting on or off cars 

Number of persons injured while getting on or off cars 7 

* Jane, 1898, road being constructed, no division of accounts. 
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Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 3 

Average number of persons employed in this State 45 

{Regular fare, 5 
cents in each 
town. 



State op Rhode Island, 

}-sc. 
County op Newport, 

I, the undersigned, Herbert H. Read, Treasurer of the Newport and Fall 
River Street Railway Company, on oath do say that the foregoing return has 
been prepared, under my direction, from the original books, papers, and records 
of said company ; that I have carefully examined the same, and declare the 
same to be a complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said 
company in respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to 
the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

HERBERT H. READ, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 31st day of August, 1899. 

DARIUS BAKER, 

Notary Public. 
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RETURN OF CUMBERLAND STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized March 11, 1898. 



OFFICERS. 



Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager " " 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer " " 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary 



< < 



DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Wm. G. Roelker 

Marsden J. Perry " '* 

Thomas A. Jenckes " " 

Andrew J. Currier Valley Falls, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1899. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $70,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 70,000 00 



State of Rhode Island, 

J-8C. 

County of Providence, 

We, the undersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Cumberland Street Railway Company, on oath do severally 
say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
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meat of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 
matter and thiog therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information, 

and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 9th day of October, 1899. 

GEORGE B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public. 

Several miles of track have been laid, but road not yet in operation. 
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NEW LEGISLATION CONCERNING RAILROADS. 



CHAPTER 613. 

AN ACT TO PUNISH TRESPASSING ON RAILROADS. 

[Passed February 24, 1899.] 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. Every person who without right knowingly stands, or walks, or 
rides a bicycle or other vehicle on the road-bed of any railroad operated by 
steam, except for the purpose of crossing it at a highway or other authorized 
crossing, shall be fined not less than five nor more than twenty dollars. Any 
person violating this section may be arrested without a warrant by any police 
officer or any special railroad police officer and proceeded against according 
to law. 

Sec. 2. A printed copy of this act shall be conspicuously posted in a public 
place in or upon each passenger station on every railroad operated by steam in 
this state, and this act shall take effect upon the first day of July, A. D. 1899. 



CHAPTER 657. 

AN ACT TO PREVENT ENCROACHMENTS UPON LAND OF RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANIES. 

[Passed May 5, 1899.] 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. No length of possession, user, or occupancy of land belonging 
to a railroad corporation by an owner or occupier of adjoining land shall here- 
after create any right in or to such land of the corporation in such adjoining 
owner or occupant or in any person claiming under him. 

Sec. 2. No length of possession, user, or occupancy by a railroad corpora- 
tion of land belonging to an adjoining owner shall hereafter create auy right in 
or to such adjoining land in said railroad corporation or in any person or cor- 
poration claiming under it. 
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CHAPTER 658. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 45, CHAPTER 187 OF THE GEN- 
ERAL LAWS, ENTITLED " OF RAILROAD CORPORATIONS. " 

[Passed May 5, 1899.] 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 45 of Chapter 187 of the General Laws, entitled "Of 
Railroad Corporations, " is hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

"Sec. 45. No railroad corporation shall lay out or build its road or lay its 
tracks across any railroad, street, highway, turnpike, or traveled way at grade, 
and no street, highway, turnpike, or road shall be laid out or built across any 
railroad track at grade, except by the consent of the railroad commissioner 
thereto, expressed in writing : Provided, that if said railroad commissioner shall 
consent or refuse to consent to any such crossing at grade, said corporation or 
any party aggrieved by such consent or refusal may petition the appellate 
division of the supreme court for relief, and the decision of said court shall be 
final. Said petition shall be preceded by citation to said railroad commissioner 
in substantially the same form, and the like procedure shall be had, as is pre- 
scribed in section three of chapter one hundred and eighty-four." 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage, and all acts or 
parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 679. 

AN ACT CREATING THE OFFICE OF DEPUTY RAILROAD COMMIS- 
SIONER, BEING AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER 187, " OF 
RAILROAD CORPORATIONS." 

[Passed May 24, 1899.] 

It is enacted by tlie General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The governor may, upon the recommendation of the railroad 
commissioner, appoint a deputy railroad commissioner, who shall perform the 
duties of the railroad commissioner during any absence of said commissioner 
from the state. The compensation of said deputy shall be paid by the railroad 
commissioner. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 701. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 47 AND 48 OF CHAPTER 
187 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF RAILROAD COR- 
PORATIONS. " 

[Passed June 1, 1899.] 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. Section 47, Chapter 187 of the General Laws, is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

*• Sec. 47. Every railroad corporation or trustees of such corporation operat- 
ing railroads within the state shall cause flagmen to be placed wherever rail- 
roads cross public highways, whenever in the opinion of the railroad commis- 
sioner it is necessary for the safety of the public : Provided, that any town or 
railroad corporation which claims to be aggrieved by the action of the railroad 
commissioner in ordering or refusing to order flagmen to be placed at such 
crossings may petition the appellate division of the supreme court for relief, 
and the decision of said court shall be final. Said petition shall be preceded 
by citation to said railroad commissioner in substantially the same form, and 
the like procedure shall be had, as is prescribed in section 3, Chapter 184 of the 
General Laws." 

Sec. 2. Section 48 of said chapter is hereby amended to read as follows : 

"Sec. 48. Every railroad corporation which shall refuse or neglect to com- 
ply with said order, or with a confirmation of such order upon appeal, shall for 
every day's neglect after seven days from the date of the service of the order 
upon the president, treasurer, or any director of said corporation forfeit five 
hundred dollars, one-half thereof to the use of the state and one-half thereof to 
the use of the town where said crossing is located." 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE RHODE ISLAND SUBURBAN RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY. 

[Passed June 1, 1899.] 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. Albert T. Potter, Cyril A. Babcock, Henry V. A. Joslin, their 
associates, successors, and assigns, are hereby made a body corporate under the 
name of the Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company, with all the powers and 
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privileges and subject to all the duties and liabilities applicable to such corpora- 
tions set forth in Chapters 177 and 187 of the General Laws aud all acts in 
amendment thereof or in addition thereto, with power to locate, construct, main- 
tain, operate, and use a railway or railways for the transportation of passengers 
and freight, with convenient single or double tracks, switches, turnouts, and 
branches for cars or carriages, with all suitable and convenient poles, wires, 
conduits, and other machinery, appliances and appurtenances, in the public 
highways and elsewhere in the towns of East Greenwich and Warwick, to be 
operated by electric or any power other than steam, between such points in such 
highways as shall be fixed by the town councils of said towns respectively, with 
the assent of said corporation in writing expressed and filed with said councils, 
and upon and over such of the streets and highways of said towns as shall be 
from time to time fixed and determined by said councils with the written assent 
of said corporation filed as aforesaid, and also over and on such other lands in 
said towns with the consent of. the owner or owners thereof as said corporation 
may elect to build their road or roads ; and all tracks of said railway in the high- 
ways shall be laid at such distance from the sidewalks in said several towns as 
the councils of said towns respectively in their orders fixing the route of said 
railway may determine, with power also to erect and maintain stations for gen- 
erating or furnishing electricity or other power for operating said railway or 
railways, and also for furnishing light and heat for the cars, statious, and other 
premises and property of said company : Provided, however, that said corpora- 
tion shall not lay out, construct, use, or continue said railway or railways over 
or through the highway in said towns, unless with the consent of the councils 
of said towns respectively, and upon compliance with such reasonable rules and 
regulations as said town councils may impose : And provided further, that said 
railway or railways shall not be used for general freight purposes along the 
highway between the village of East Greenwich and Apponaug without the 
consent in writing of a majority of the persons owning the land abutting on 
that portion of said highway where the said railway shall be so used. 

Sec. 2. Notice to abutters on the highways in which it is proposed to lay the 
tracks of said corporation shall be given by publication in one or more news- 
papers published in the county in which such tracks are proposed to be laid 
fourteen days at least before the location of any such tracks, and also by post- 
ing in three public places in each town in which such location is proposed 
notices of said proposed location fourteen days at least before the same shall be 
made. 

Sec. 3. The said railway or railways shall be constructed and maintained 
upon such grade as the councils of the said towns respectively may prescribe. 
And whenever in the judgment of said corporation it shall be necessary to alter 
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the grade of any street or highway so occupied by such railway or railways, 
such alterations shall be made at the expense of said corporation with the assent 
of the councils of the said towns respectively. 

Sec. 4. Said railway or railways may be operated by electricity or any power 
other than steam, as may be from time to time determined by said corporation, 
and said corporation shall have the power from time to time and at all times to 
fix such rates of fare and freight as they may deem expedient. 

Sec. 5. The councils of said towns shall have power at all times to make 
such reasonable regulations as to the rate of speed of the cars of said corporation 
and the mode of use of its tracks within the limits of said towns respectively, as 
the public convenience and safety may require. 

Sec. 6. Said corporation shall put all streets and highways, and every por- 
tion thereof, over or through which they shall lay rails, in as good condition as 
they were before the same were laid, and it shall keep and maintain in repair 
such portions of the streets and highways as shall be occupied by its tracks, and. 
shall be liable for any loss or injury sustained by any person by reason of any 
carelesness, neglect, or misconduct of its agents or servants in the management, 
construction, or use of said tracks or streets ; and in case any judgment shall be 
recovered against either of said towns by reason of any such misconduct, defect, 
or want of. repairs, said corporation shall be liable to pay to such town or towns 
any sums thus recovered against them, together with all costs and reasonable ex- 
penditures incurred by them respectively, in the defence of any such suit or 
suits in which recovery may be had. And said corporation shall not encumber 
any portion of the streets or highways not occupied by said tracks, except so 
far as may be necessary in building, repairing, or operating its railway or 
railways. 

Sec. 7. If any person shall wilfully or maliciously obstruct said corporation 
in the use or operation of its railway or railways, or in the passing of its cars or 
carriages thereon, such person, and all who shall be aiding and abetting therein, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by impi ison- 
ment not exceeding three months. 

Sec. 8. If said corporation or its agents or servants shall unlawfully or 
maliciously obstruct any street or highway, or the passing of any carriage over 
the same, said corporation shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 9. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent the councils of said 
towns respectively from entering upon and taking up any of the public streets, 
highways or bridges traversed by said corporation for any purpose for which 
they may lawfully take up the same. 

Sec. 10. The capital stock of said corporation shall not exceed two and one- 
is 
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half million dollars, to be divided into shares of one hundred dollars each, and 
the amount of such stock shall be fixed from time to time by vote of said cor- 
poration. 

Sec. 11. If said corporation shall not be organized, and any capital stock 
voted by it as provided by section 10 hereof shall not be subscribed and ten per 
centum thereof paid in within two years from the passage of this act, this act 
shall be yoid and of no effect ; and if said corporation shall fail to file an ap- 
plication with the town councils of said towns for a location of said railroad to 
be constructed by it, on or before January 1, A. D. 1900, or shall fail to build 
and complete said railroad to be constructed by it, or so much thereof as may be 
required by said town councils respectively, according to such application, 
within one year after the approval of such location by said town councils, the 
right of said corporation to construct such railroad shall cease and determine. 

Sec. 12. The government of said corporation shall be vested in a president 
and a board of directors consisting of not less than five persons, who shall be 
stockholders, and who shall be chosen in such manner and at such times and 
places as said corporation shall by its by-laws prescribe. 

Sec. 13. Said corporation shall have power to purchase and hold such real 
estate within said towns, or either of them, as may be convenient or necessary 
for the purposes for which said corporation is created. 

Sec. 14. If the track or rails of said corporation, or any part thereof, in any 
street or highway shall be abandoned, or the use thereof discontinued for any 
cause within the control of said corporation for the term of one year, the track 
or rails so abandoned or discontinued shall be taken up by said corporation, and 
the street or highway where the same is so taken up shall be put in good repair 
at said corporation's expense ; and if the said tracks or rails shall not be taken 
up within thirty days after notice to take up the same shall have been given to 
said corporation by the councils of said towns respectively, such towns may 
take up the same at the cost and expense of said corporation. 

Sec 15. Said corporation may issue its bonds and other obligations in such 
amounts as it may see fit, from time to time, and may secure the same by 
pledge, pledges, mortgage or mortgages of its franchises and property, or any 
part thereof: Provided, however, that such bonds and obligations, at any time 
outstanding and so secured, shall not exceed in the aggregate two and one -half 
million dollars — such bonds, obligations, pledges and mortgages to be upon such 
terms and conditions and executed in such form and manner as the said corpora- 
tion or its directors may by vote prescribe. 

Sec. 16. Said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered from time to 
time to acquire, by lease, purchase or otherwise, the property, rights, privileges 
and franchises owned, used, operated or enjoyed by any person or corporation 
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owning, leasing or operating, or authorized to own, lease or operate any street 
or other railway, and may issue its capital stock, bonds, or other obligations in 
payment for the property, rights, privileges and franchises so acquired ; and 
any capital stock issued for such purpose shall be deemed full paid and non- 
assessable. And this corporation is also authorized and empowered to hold, use, 
operate, enjoy and dispose of all property, rights, privileges and franchises 
acquired as aforesaid, subject to such regulations, restrictions and provisions as 
to the use and enjoyment of the same as were in force at the time when such 
property, rights, privileges and franchises were acquired by this corporation ; 
and any person or corporation owning or holding such property, rights, privi- 
leges or franchises may sell, lease or otherwise dispose of such property, rights, 
privileges or franchises to this corporation, and receive such stock, bonds or 
other obligations of this corporation in payment therefor. 

Sec. 17. Said corporation is also authorized anfl empowered to acquire, hold 
and dispose of the stock, bonds, securities and other obligations of any other 
street railway or railroad company, and to issue its capital stock, bonds or other 
obligations at not less than par in payment for the same ; and stock of this cor- 
poration when so issued shall be deemed full paid and non-assessable. 

Sec. 18. Said corporation is also authorized and empowered, from time to 
time, to guarantee the stock, bonds and other obligations, and the dividends and 
interest thereon of any other street railway or other corporation, and may secure 
any such guarantee by pledge, pledges, mortgage or mortgages of its franchises 
and property, or any part thereof. 

Sec. 19. Said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered to acquire by 
lease, purchase or otherwise the Oakland Beach branch, so-called, of the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, said branch extending from 
a point adjoining the location of the easterly line of the main line of said New 
York, New Haven and Hartford railroad at or near its Auburn station in the 
town of Cranston to a point at or near Buttonwoods, in the town of Warwick, 
together with all the property, rights, franchises and privileges appurtenant to 
said Oakland Beach branch, and heretofore in any way acquired or now enjoyed 
by said New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company or New York, 
Providence and Boston Railroad Company, and to hold, use, operate and enjoy 
said Oakland Beach branch with all the rights, privileges and franchises ap- 
purtenant to the same so acquired, and with all the rights, privileges and fran- 
chises conferred upon this corporation by this act. And said New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and New York, Providence and Boston 
Railroad Company are hereby authorized and empowered to lease, sell or other- 
wise dispose of said Oakland Beach branch, with all the property, rights, 
privileges and franchises appurtenant thereto, to this corporation, and to deliver 
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possession of the same to this corporation, and upon such delivery of possession 
all the duties, liabilities and responsibilities of the said New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company and of the New York, Providence and Boston 
Railroad Company with respect to the maintenance and operation of said Oak- 
land Beach branch shall immediately cease and determine, and said New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company may thereupon disconnect the 
tracks of said Oakland Beach branch from the other tracks of said New York, 
New Haven and Hartford railroad ; and this corporation is further authorized 
and empowered to acquire from the United Traction and Electric Company, 
a corporation created under the laws of the state of New Jersey, all its rights, 
title and interest in and to said Oakland Beach branch and the property, 
rights, privileges and franchises appurtenant thereto acquired by said United 
Traction and Electric Company under and by virtue of the contract between it 
and the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, dated the 
nineteenth day of May, A. D. 1899, which contract is hereby ratified, confirmed 
and approved. 

Sec. 20. This corporation shall have an office or place of business in the vil- 
lage of East Greenwich or in the city of Providence. 

Sec. 21. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 



INTEESTATE COMMEECE COMMISSION. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE IN- 
TERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW. 

In its last annual report the Commission stated that attention had been called 
in previous reports to the vital respects in which the act to regulate commerce 
has proved defective and inadequate ; that the present law can not be properly 
enforced, and that until further legislation is provided the best efforts at regula- 
tion must be feeble and disappointing. The requests of the Commission for 
needful amendments have been supported by petitions and memorials from agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, and commercial interests throughout the country ; yet 
not a line of the statute has been changed and none of the burdensome conditions 
which call for relief has been removed or modified. The reasons for the failure 
of the law to accomplish the purposes for which it was enacted have been so 
frequently and fully set forth that repetition can not add to their force or make 
them better understood. It is sufficient to say that the existing situation and 
the developments of the past year render more imperative than aver before the 
necessity for speedy and suitable legislation. We therefore renew the recom- 
mendations heretofore made and earnestly urge their early consideration and 
adoption. 

Many persons do not understand the precise nature of the amendments re- 
quired for enforcing the substantive provisions of the act, while others have 
apparently reached the belief that no scheme of regulation short of government 
ownership and operation can be made effective. Nevertheless it is perhaps safe 
to say that nine-tenths of the people do know that any railroad company can 
charge for its service whatever it pleases and as much as it pleases, without any 
real power in this Commission, or any other tribunal or court, to limit the 
a mount of such charge for the future when complaint is made by an aggrieved 
shipper, and that tbey are substantially of one mind in desiring that this and 
other defects in the statute be promptly remedied. It is also true that shippers 
generally have been practically unanimous in favor of a single classification of 
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freights, one that will be uniform for all roads and all sections of the country, 
and reasonably stable when established. 

The general public dissatisfaction with the present statute has frequently been 
expressed in resolutions adopted by various national organizations composed of 
business men, manufacturers, and farmers, and by the National Convention of 
Railroad Commissioners. At a conference held in Chicago in November last, 
and attended by representatives from a number of national associations of manu- 
facturers, merchants, millers, and other branches of trade, a bill embracing the 
more important amendments which have been recommended by this Commission 
was, after discussion of each feature, formally approved as the measure which 
would best meet the requirements of business and commercial interests. This 
bill has been introduced in the Senate by Senator Cullom, known as Senate bill 
No. 1439, and will be found in an appendix to this report. 

Such a movement on the part of associated producing and shipping interests, 
representing it is said an amount of invested capital exceeding the aggregate 
capitalization of all the railways, is in itself a clear indication of the popular 
demand. The query suggests itself whether continued failure to perfect the 
regulating statute on reasonable lines will not soon result in an irresistible 
demand for the most radical and drastic legislation. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that vast schemes of railway control are 
now in process of consummation, and that the competition of rival lines is to be 
restrained by these combinations. While this movement has not yet found full 
expression in the actual consolidation of railroad corporations, enough has tran- 
spired to disclose a unification of financial interests which will dominate the 
management and harmonize the operations of lines heretofore independent and 
competitive. This is to-day the most noticeable and important feature of the 
railway situation. If the plans already foreshadowed are brought to effective 
results, and others of similar scope are carried to execution, there will be a vast 
centralizatiori of railroad properties, with all the power involved in such far- 
reaching combinations, yet uncontrolled by any public authority which can be 
efficiently exerted. The restraints of competition upon excessive and unjust 
rates will in this way be avoided, and whatever evils may result will be remedi- 
less under existing laws. 

Among the noteworthy facts of general interest is the remarkable increase 
during the year in the volume of railroad business. This increase has been so 
great and to an extent so unexpected that many carriers were not prepared for 
the unus«al demands upon their facilities. As a rule their equipment has been 
taxed to full capacity and often found inadequate for the service required. ' 
This of course has brought a substantial addition to the gross and net revenues 
of nearly every road in the country, and greatly reduced the number of railway 
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failures, It has also contributed to the improved observance of published rates, 
as is stated in another connection, and diminished the frequency of those prac- 
tices which are made criminal misdemeanors by the statute. 

Coincident with these schemes of unified control, and while this exceptional 
movement of traffic continues, the carriers operating throughout an extensive 
and important territory have recently made substantial, and in many cases very 
large, increases in their scale of charges. These advances in rates have been 
mainly effected by concerted and agreed changes in the classification of freight 
articles by roads, both connecting and competing, which use the same classifi- 
cation and make the same a part of the tariffs filed by them under the law. 
Numerous articles have been taken from the class in which they were formerly 
placed and put in a higher class, to which a higher rate is applied ; and many 
articles heretofore on the commodity list have been included in the classified 
traffic, with the result of materially increasing the charges imposed thereon. 
Advances of rates in this manner have been made on hundreds of articles, many 
of which are necessaries in general use, and constantly moving from place to 
place in the process of distribution. 

It is not intended to intimate that these advanced rates are unlawful, and no 
opinion is expressed as to their actual or relative reasonableness. But the fact that 
such extensive increases in railroad charges have been brought about by the 
method described must be of significant import and furnish a weighty argument 
in favor of measures which will be effective to secure compliance with the pri- 
mary requirements of the act. These advances in rates have been agreed upon 
by the carriers without opportunity, as a rule, for shippers, dealers, or con- 
sumers to be heard. It is inevitable that changes so numerous and important, 
affecting public interests throughout so large a part of the country, will give 
rise to many complaints, both in respect of the reasonableness of particular rates 
complained of and alleged discriminations in the relation of rates. Reference is 
elsewhere made to the nature and number of complaints and protests on account 
of these changes in classification, and the consequent increase of rates and re-ad- 
justment of rate relations. Whatever may be the merits of these complaints, 
the parties making them are recognized by the law as having rights involved in 
the question of the reasonableness and justice of the charges which they are 
required to pay. But so long as carriers are practically free to make and apply 
such rates as they choose, whether acting independently or by concert, and 
whether competing or otherwise, and there is at the same time no adequate pro- 
vision for determining whether such rates are just and reasonable, or for pre- 
venting the exaction of those found unjust and unreasonable, although declared 
by the statute to be unlawful, the injustice which may result must be without 
available redress, 
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CONFERENCES WITH RAILWAY PRESIDENTS. 

The occasion for several conferences held with presidents and other executive 
railway officers during the first portion of the year was found in the general 
demoralization of rates, through disregard of published tariffs, which reached an 
acute and deplorable stage in the autumn of 1898. On competitive traffic be- 
tween great centers the published tariff was little more than a basis from which 
to calculate concessions and discriminations, with the result that shippers who 
failed to secure these unlawful favors were in many cases forced to do business 
at a loss, and in some instances driven out of business. Unfortunately the 
Commission can not punish these criminal infractions of the law. The most it 
can do is to ascertain the facts, if possible, and report them to the Department 
of Justice. The Commission has made earnest and persistent efforts to secure 
enforcement of the penal provisions of the law, but, whatever may be the reason 
for failure, the fact is that convictions have been very few in comparison with 
the number of prosecutions instituted. 

Attempts to enforce the act by criminal prosecutions must, under present 
conditions and in the present state of the law, be for the most part futile and 
ineffectual, though it is not doubted that the penal provisions of the statute 
could be made much more effective by suitable amendment. Under these cir- 
cumstances but two courses were open to the Commission — to accept the situa- 
tion as unavoidable and merely report to Congress that observance of published 
tariffs could not be enforced, or endeavor to bring about such new conditions as 
would render these provisions of law operative to the fullest extent practi- 
cable. The latter course was adopted ; and apparently the best means to the 
end in view was to have personal interviews with presidents of the more import- 
ant lines for the purpose of securing a pledge from each that his road would 
adhere to its own published rates. The Commission perfectly understands that 
competing carriers can not agree with each other as to what their competitive 
rates shall be, and then agree with each other to establish and maintain those 
rates ; but the Commission believes it is not unlawful for such carriers to mutu- 
ally agree that each of them will observe whatever rate it publishes, each of 
them being perfectly free at any time, by independent and unrestrained action, 
to publish and apply just such rates as it pleases, changing or reducing the same 
whenever it sees fit, in the manner prescribed by section 6 of the act. 

Theoretically it is possible for one road to absolutely conform to its published 
tariffs whatever its competitors may do in respect of their tariffs, but in point 
of fact such a thing has rarely if ever happened, and is not likely to happen in 
the present state of the law. Therefore each road in promising to observe its 
own tariffs, and intending in good faith to keep that promise, needs the assurance 
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that its competitors will also in good faith observe their tariffs. The mutual 
and concurrent promises to each other and to the Commission, that each will 
honestly adhere to its published rates whatever they may be, was practically 
necessary to accomplish the result desired, which was conformity to the require- 
ments of the act. So long as each competitor is free to publish such lawful rate 
as it deems best for its interest, and that rate is not fixed or controlled by agree • 
ment with its rivals either to fix or maintain it, the independence of each of the 
carriers is secured and their competition with each other by lawful methods is 
unrestricted. This is precisely what the Commission has attempted to bring 
about. The charge sometimes made that these conferences were for the purpose 
of making "agreements to maintain rates" has no foundation in fact. 

It was distinctly understood that the only thing sought or desired by the 
Commission was a bona fide promise by each road to observe its own individu- 
ally established tariffs, and to cease entirely from every sort of secret discrimi- 
nation. The Commission has said in substance in various decisions that its 
duties are confined to enforcing the act, and it has been particularly cautious not 
to do anything inconsistent with its obligations in this regard. The results have 
fully vindicated the propriety of these conferences. All reports agree that 
there has been marked improvement in the observance of published tariffs, and 
that unlawful practices have been less general and conspicuous than for some 
time before. The more favorable conditions lately prevailing have not been 
wholly brought about by the Commission in holding these conferences. Other 
causes have been much more potent. The great increase in the volume of 
traffic has resulted in great scarcity of cars and motive power. This has operated 
to greatly diminish the force of competition. Moreover, there are indications 
that the financial interest, which ordinarily has the power to control railroad 
management, has been directly exerted to an unusual degree during the last 
year to prevent the demoralization of rates and consequent loss of revenue. 
The influences emanating from this source have undoubtedly had a restraining 
effect upon traffic officials and more or less dictated a policy which discounte- 
nances rate cutting and similar practices. 

CHANGES IN FREIGHT CLASSIFICATION AND ADVANCES IN FREIGHT RATES BT 

CARRIERS USING THE OFFICIAL CLASSIFICATION. 

The recent investigation held by the Commission in regard to proposed 
changes in the official classification and the discontinuance of commodity rates 
by carriers in the East is described. The complaints received from shippers and 
the proceedings had at the hearing before the Commission are stated. This 
includes the petition filed with the Commission by shippers alleging that the 
14 



106 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

investigation had disclosed violations of the antitrust law and asking that a 
copy of the testimony and papers be sent to the Attorney -General, and also the 
statement that the Commission complied with the request but without express 
ing any opinion or making any recommendation. In its letter transmitting a 
copy of the record to the Attorney-General the Commission said : 

Almost all the changes shown in the new classification are from lower to 
higher classes. The result will be, if the present class rates are continued, that 
charges on any article advanced to a higher class will be increased by the differ- 
ence between the rates applied to the class in which the article was formerly 
placed and the higher rates of the class to which it has been advanced. This 
increase is considerable in all cases and very great in many cases, amounting in 
some instances to 100 per cent or more. These changes in classification are to be 
made for the conceded purpose of increasing the rates on the articles advanced, 
and thereby increasing the revenue derived by the carriers from the transporta- 
tion of such articles. 

The protesting shippers assert that increases in rates to the extent effected by 
these changes in classification, are without justification and will result in exces- 
sive charges upon most if not all of the articles in question. They also allege 
that hardship and injustice will further result from the changes which will be 
made in the relation of rates, and especially from the increases in the difference 
between carload and less than carload charges. If their contention in these 
respects is well founded, as to which we express no opinion, a wrong is about 
to be accomplished which the Commission is powerless to prevent and for which 
the act to regulate commerce affords no adequate redress. 

In his reply the Attorney-General reviewed the testimony and held that no 
violation of the antitrust law had been made to appear, and he declined, there- 
fore, to institute the proceeding for enforcement of that law which the shippers 
requested. The letter of the Commission and the reply of the Attorney -General 
are set out in full in the report. 

The complaints received by the Commission in regard to this action of the 
carriers came from 73 cities and towns in 14 States, and were signed by 334 per- 
sons, firms, companies, corporations, or associations. The Commission deemed 
it important that this large number of protesting shippers, representing so many 
diverse business interests in practically all portions of the northern and eastern 
sections of the United States, should be officially informed of the limited powers 
of the Commission, the necessarily general character of the inquiry, and the 
result of the investigation. Accordingly, the Commission notified the complain- 
ing shippers of the results of the general investigation which had been had and 
that any formal complaint directed against such changes in classification or 
rates would have prompt attention. It was stated, however, that while the 
Commission can order the discontinuance of wrongful discriminations and un- 
reasonable rates, it is without authority, as the act now stands, to prescribe 
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reasonable rates for future observance by the carriers or to secure prompt 
enforcement of any of its decisions. 

CASES DECIDED BT THE COMMISSION. 

The important features of the decisions rendered by the Commission during 
the year are stated. Three investigations relating to export rates are mentioned 
as having occupied a large portion of the time of the Commission between Feb- 
ruary 1 and the middle of August. Oae related to export rates through the 
port of Boston, another to export rates on corn, and the third to relative rates 
upon export and domestic traffic to Atlantic and Gulf ports. This latter pro- 
ceeding involved several very important questions, a& to which the Commission 
held : 1. That export rates must be published at stations and filed with the 
Commission as other rates are required to be published and filed under the pro- 
visions of the act. 2. That, applying the decision of the United States Supreme 
Court in the Import Rate case, carriers are not, as matter of law, prohibited from 
participating in through export rates from which they obtain less than their 
local rates to the port of export, and whether any difference in rate is justified 
is a question of fact in each case. 3. That market conditions, sometimes in the 
case of wheat but seldom in the case of corn, may justify an export rate lower 
than the domestic rate through the port of New York, and water competition 
may have the same effect ; and the general relations which rates to other ports 
may bear to the New York rate to enable tbem to compete for the export busi- 
ness are referred to. 4. That the rate on export flour to a seaport may, upon 
the facts disclosed, be as much as 2 cents per hundred pounds higher than the 
rate on export wheat to the same seaboard destination ; but that public 
policy and good railway policy alike require the same rate on flour and wheat 
for export, for such rates tend to develop both the industries of the United 
States and the traffic of the railways. 

The decisions rendered during the year under the long and short haul clause 
related to the transportation of live poultry in carloads to Chicago from points 
in Missouri and Kansas; the carriage of asbestos materials to Eastern points 
from a station within the city of Chicago and various points north of Chicago, 
including Milwaukee ; the rates on grain for export to Galveston and New 
Orleans from Kansas City and vicinity and intermediate points ; the charges 
made on flour and other commodities from St. Paul or Minneapolis and other 
localities, including St. Cloud, Minn., to Eastern destinations, and on coal, hard- 
ware, and other freight from the East to St. Cloud, and longer distance points in 
Minnesota. In this latter case a long line entered into competition with shorter 
lines to and from the longer distance points. The short lines observed the rule 



108 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

of the fourth section, but the long line did not, and the Commission held that no 
exception should be made in favor of the latter. 

A number of decisions are mentioned under the head of "Relative Rates." 
These involved differentials against flour and corn meal in favor of wheat and 
corn ; the relation of rates to Chicago and other points on corn from various 
sections of Iowa and from some points in Iowa as compared with the rates from 
Kansas City territory ; the adjustment of freight rates to Dawson, Ga., in com- 
parison with those to Eufaula, Ala., Americus and Albany, Ga., competing 
points in surrounding territory ; the rates in force from the East to Kearney and 
Omaha, Nebr. ; the charges made and facilities allowed to competing shippers of 
sand into Chicago ; the classification of iron pipe fittings when packed in cases 
or barrels and shipped from Northern cities to Southern destinations ; the reason- 
ableness of the rate charged on uncompressed cotton from poinds in Florida to 
Savannah as compared with the rate from the same stations to Mobile and New 
Orleans ; the rates on rosin and turpentine from such Florida stations to Savan- 
nah with reference to charges made on those commodities from the same points 
to Pensacola. 

Under the head of "Publication of Rates " the Commission reports a decision 
to the effect that charging unpublished combination rates less than the regular 
rates to a given point is unlawful, and that to be in compliance with the act 
any rule which operates to alter, modify, or change established rates must be 
clearly set forth upon the published tariff of rates and charges affected thereby. 
Another decision related to the practice of " floating cotton." Cases settled by 
the parties during the year are stated in this division of the report. 

CASES PENDING IN THE COURTS. 

Fifteen civil cases are pending in the Federal courts to enforce orders of the 
Commission. Indictments for criminal violations of the statute have been found 
by Federal grand juries and are awaiting trial in Louisiana, Texas, and Georgia. 

FORMAL PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE COMMISSION. 

Twenty-three cases have been formally instituted before the Commission since 
the last annual report. These relate directly to rates and practices enforced by 
292 carriers. The report contains a brief statement of the points involved in 
these cases, and of the proceedings which have been had and investigated by the 
Commission at Washington and various other cities throughout the country. 
The whole number of petitions filed with the Commission during the year was 
205, and 474 railroad companies filed answers thereto or otherwise appeared. 
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These included petitions presented by carriers for extension of time to comply 
with the safety -appliance law. 

GENERAL OFFICE WORK OF THE COMMISSION. 

Under this heading some account of the amount and character of the work in 
the different divisions of the office is given. These division are called the Oper- 
ating Division, the Division of Kates and Transportation, and the Division of 
Statistics. 

SAFETY APPLIANCES. 

The Commission here discusses the applications by carriers for extension of 
time within which to comply with the Safety-Appliance Act in respect to the 
use of automatic couplers and train brakes, and states the reasons for its recent 
order granting an extension of seven months to August 1, 1900. 

As disclosed to the Commission by reports of its inspector, many carriers have 
been using automatic couplers so out of repair that the cars could not be un- 
coupled without the train men going between the cars, and being, in some 
cases, obliged to resort to mechanical means to get the cars apart. Such a 
coupler is not automatic, and its use subjects the men to risks and dangers 
obviously greater than those which existed when the old link -and -pin coupler 
was employed. The Commission has called the attention of the railway presi- 
dents to the defective condition of automatic coupling attachments in their car 
equipment. 

Previous to its last annual report the Commission had expressed the opinion 
that until all cars were equipped, the advantages of automatic couplers as a 
means of protection to employees would not be demonstrated by the falling off 
in the number of killed and injured in coupling and uncoupling cars, and that 
view finds some support in the showing of casualties for the year ending June 
30, 1898, when the number killed was 279 and the number injured was 4.988. 
While 1 employee was killed out of every 349 employed in 1893, and in 1897 the 
number was 1 killed to 647 employed, the figures were 1 killed to 518 employed 
in 1898. The ratio of injured to those employed was 1 to 13 in 1893, 1 to 22 in 
in 1897, and 1 to 21 in 1898. In 1899, for which year full returns have not yet 
been made, it is found that 199 were killed and 5,339 injured upon 89 roads, 
while in 1898, on the same roads, 209 were killed and 5,484 were injured. 

Train men, other than enginemen and firemen, include switchmen, flagmen, 
and watchmen. Flagmen and watchmen are not engaged in coupling cars, but 
from long practice they have been classified with the switchmen. Efforts are 
now being made to do away with this anomalous classification. 
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The number of employees killed and injured by falling from trains during the 
year ending June 30, 1898, was 473 killed and 3,859 injured. For the year end- 
ing June 30, 1893, 644 were killed and 3,780 were injured. When the train 
brake comes into general use it is believed that the number of killed and injured 
from this cause will be very largely reduced. The train will then be under the 
control of the engineer, and the men will not be obliged to walk on the running 
boards or use the tops of the cars for braking. The number of killed and injured 
from this cause is as great as, if not greater than, the number of those killed and 
injured in coupling and uncoupling cars. 

The causes of the large number of deaths and injuries still resulting to em- 
ployees while engaged in railway operation are believed to be : (1) The increased 
percentage of inexperienced men employed since the decrease which resulted 
from the panic of 1893. (2) The greater number of tons carried per man em- 
ployed, owing to the use of cars having greater weight and greater weight-car- 
rying capacity. (3) The use of old and inferior cars, owing to the unusually 
great demands for transportation facilities on all roads and in all sections of the 
country. (4) The transition from the link-and-pin to the vertical-plane type of 
coupler. 

STATISTICS OF RAILWAYS. 

The report includes statistics from the Eleventh Annual Report on the Sta- 
tistics of Railways in the United States for the year ending June 30, 1898, which 
was distributed about the 1st of November, 1899. 

The statistician renews his recommendations that reports should be secured from 
express companies engaged in interstate traffic, from corporations and companies 
owning rolling stock which is used in interstate traffic, and also special reports 
from corporations and companies owning depot property, stock yards, elevators, 
and the like, and from carriers by water, so far as their business is interstate 
traffic. The opinion is repeated that a bureau of statistics and accounts, under 
the direction of the Commission, should be established. The advisability of 
providing for monthly reports of earnings and expenses from operating railways 
is also suggested. 

An abstract of the Preliminary Report on the Income Account of Railways in 
the United States for the year ending June 30, 1899, prepared by the statistician 
to the Commission is also contained in the report. It presents in a concise man- 
ner the results of the operations of the railways during the past fiscal year. 
This report embraces the returns from 691 lines which were made to the Com- 
mission prior to November 24. The mileage covered is 185,245.80 miles, or 
about 98 per cent, of the aggregate mileage in operation at the close of the last 
fiscal year. The total gross earnings of the railways included in the prelimi- 
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nary report for the year named were $1,307,253,484. Compared with the figures 
submitted in the final report for the year ending June 30, 1898, it appears that 
the gross earnings for the year under consideration were $59,927,863 in excess of 
those of the previous year. The operating expenses for the year covered by this 
report were $852,428,105, being an increase as compared with the operating 
expenses declared in the final report of the previous year of $34,454,829. The 
net income from operation during the year was $454,825,879. This is the sum 
from which interest on bonds, taxes, permanent improvements charged to 
income account, dividends, and other analogous items must be taken. 

The surplus arising from the operation of the railways embraced in the report 
during the year ending June 30, 1899, was $50,768^209. When it is recalled that 
the year ending June 30, 1895, showed a deficit of $31,075,030, the financial bet- 
terment of the railways of the country may be properly appreciated. The divi- 
dends declared by operating companies during the year ending June 30, 1899, 
were $82,214,820, a figure considerably in excess of the dividends declared the 
previous year. It must be remembered that this figure does not include the 
dividends paid through the agency of subsidiary lines. Inasmuch, however, as 
this class of dividends is nearly constant year by year on account of the fact that 
they are commonly guaranteed in the form of a lease or of a rental contract, the 
fact that the dividends declared by operating roads are not far from $17,000,000 
in excess of those declared by the roads in the previous year may be accepted as 
a fair indication of the increased returns to the holders of railway stocks. 

COURT DECISIONS. 

Several decisions have been rendered by Federal courts during the year in 
cases arising under the act to regulate commerce. Four of these cases were 
instituted to enforce orders of the Commission. In what is known as the Chat- 
tanooga case, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals held that the order of the Com- 
mission requiring certain railroad companies to cease and desist from collecting 
on freight from New York and other Eastern cities more for the shorter distance 
to Chattanooga than for the longer haul over the same line in the same direction 
to Nashville was a lawful order, and it affirmed the judgment of the circuit 
court for the eastern district of Tennessee granting the petition of the Commis- 
sion for enforcement of such order. In this case the court stated and applied 
the decision of the United States Supreme Court in the Troy, Ala., long and 
short haul case. It found that the rates to Chattanooga were fixed by agree- 
ment between the carriers as members of a railwav association, and that without 
this agreement it is not possible to see why normal competition would not give 
Chattanooga substantially the same rates as Nashville. 
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The court further said the interstate-commerce law was enacted to encour- 
age normal competition, but it is not in accord with the spirit or letter of that 
law to recognize, as a condition justifying discrimination against one locality, 
competition at a more distant locality, when competition at the nearer point is 
stifled or reduced, not by normal restrictions, but by Agreement between those 
who otherwise would be competing carriers. The difference in conditions thus 
produced, said the court, is effected by a restraint upon trade and commerce, 
which is not only violative of the common law but of the Federal antitrust act. 

Further on in the same decision it is said that while it may be true, as sug- 
gested in behalf of the carriers, that traffic managers are better able, by reason 
of their knowledge and experience, than the courts to fix rates and decide what 
discriminations are justified by the circumstances, yet this can not be conceded 
so far as it related to the Interstate Commerce Commission, which, by reason 
of the experience of its members* in this kind of controversy, and their great 
opportunity for full information, is, in a sense, an expert tribunal. The courts, 
moreover, are continually called upon to review the work of experts in all 
branches of business and science, ancj the intention of Congress that they should 
revise the work of railway traffic experts, whether railway managers or com- 
merce commissioners, is to clear too admit of dispute. 

In the "La Orange'* case the United States Circuit Court for the southern 
district of Alabama upheld the order of the Commission requiring carriers 
engaged in transportation from New Orleans not to charge more for the shorter 
distance to La Grange than for the longer distance to Hogansville and other 
stations north of La Grange, and not to charge more to La Grange than for the 
longer distance through La Grange to Atlanta. The rates in question to La 
Grange were also held unreasonable in accordance with the finding of the Com- 
mission. 

In what are known as the "Georgia Railroad Commission Cases'* the Fifth 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals took quite the contrary view from that 
announced by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in the Chattanooga case. The 
decision covers three Georgia Commission cases, in two of which the longer dis- 
tance point was Atlanta and the shorter distance points were stations near 
Atlanta, and in the other the longer distance point was Opelika, Ala., and the 
shorter distance points were stations between Atlanta and Opelika. The 
rates to the shorter distance stations are stated to be combinations of rates to 
and from competitive points. The court affirmed the decision of the Circuit 
Court refusing to enforce the order of the Commission in these cases. The Com- 
mission says this .decision seems to rest wholly upon the fact of competition, 
notwithstanding the competitive rates are reasonable to the carrier, and to 
ignore the ruling of the Supreme Court in the Troy case that all the circum- 
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stances and conditions, including the interests of traders and shippers and the 
welfare of the communites to which the goods are delivered, the shorter as well 
as the longer distance points are entitled to due consideration. 

In the " Live Stock Terminal Charge Case," which involved the legality of a 
terminal charge of $2 per car on live stock brought into Chicago and destined to 
the Union Stock Yards in that city, the Circuit Court for the northern district of 
Illinois refused to sustain the decision of the Commission that this terminal 
charge was unreasonable and wrongfully prejudicial. The Commission says 
that the court seems to have overlooked what it believed to be the dominant 
consideration in the case, namely, that if the through rate to Chicago was a rea- 
sonable rate before January 1, 1894, it became an unreasonable rate when the $2 
terminal charge was added on that date. To make a reasonable through rate 
represent less service than formerly and add on another charge for the part of 
the service formerly covered by the through rate plainly may make the total 
charge unreasonable, and that, the Commission says, was this case. 

Under the head of "Removal of Indicted Persons to other Judicial Districts 
for Trial " the Commission notes the refusal of the United States District Court 
at Louisville, Ky., to issue a warrant authorizing the removal to the State of 
Texas of certain persons residing in Louisville who had been indicted in Texas 
for violating the act to regulate commerce by obtaining transportation to points 
in Texas at less than the regular published rates by means of false billing. The 
Attorney-General declined to direct the taking of an appeal in this case. Subse- 
quently a like question was presented to the United States District Court sitting 
in Cincinnati, and although the decision in the Louisville case was laid before 
the court, and the fact that the Attorney -General had concluded not to direct an 
appeal in that case was also called to its attention, the court took the contrary 
view and granted the application for the warrant of removal. 

Other decisions are discussed by the Commission in its report under the fol- 
lowing headings : "Exemption of Witnesses from Prosecution after Testifying 
in Proceedings under the Act to Regulate Commerce, " " Special Rate Contracts," 
"Refusal to Obey Shippers' Instructions as to Routing Freight," "Mileage 
Tickets," "Power of Congress to Authorize a Federal Court to Review the 
Action of an Executive Officer," "The South Dakota and North Dakota Maxi- 
mum Rate Cases," "Automatic Couplers." The decision referred to in regard 
to automatic couplers concludes as follows : 

In view of such mortality, rivaling that of the bloodiest wars, this court can 
not reverse its declaration heretofore, which is sustained by every sentiment of 
justice and humanity, that where a life and limb saving appliance, like auto- 
malic car couplers, has come into general use, and its partial adoption has in four 
years, notwithstanding the increase in railroad mileage and employees, decreased 

15 
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the injuries and deaths from coupling cars one-half, the failure to adopt and use 
it is negligence per se. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

The report of the Commission concludes with a statement of the proceedings 
at the National Convention of Railroad Commissioners held at Denver in August 
last. 
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Providence Cable Tramway 70 

Sea View 82 

Union 59 

Woonsocket 65 
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TABLES. 
Steam Railroads: 

1 . Showing capital, floating and funded debt, receipts, expenditures, 

and net earnings 55 

2. Showing miles of road, miles of track, rolling stock, receipts 

from various sources 56 

3. Showing passengers and merchandise for year 1899 in comparison 

with 189§ 57 

Street Railroads : 

4. Showing capital, funded and floating debt, receipts, expenditures, 

and net earnings 90 

5. Showing receipts, expenses, and net earnings for 1899, in com- 

parison with 1898 91 

6. Showing date of organization, miles of track, rolling stock, and 

passengers carried, in comparison with preceding year 92 

Public Laws: 

Chapter 613, An Act to punish trespassers on railroads 93 

Chapter 657, An Act to prevent* encroachments upon land of rail- 
road companies 93 

Chapter 658, An Act in amendment of section 45, Chapter 187 of the 
General Statutes 94 

Chapter 679, An Act creating the office of Deputy Railroad Com- 
missioner 94 

Chapter 701, An Act in amendment of sections 47 and 48 of Chapter 
187 of the General Laws 95 

An Act to incorporate the Rhode Island Suburban Railroad Com- 
pany 95 

Synopsis of thirteenth annual report of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission 101 
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